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WE BRING GOOD NEWS 


the Door 


The Greatest 
Gift unites 
Downland 
villages 

Communities on the 
Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire border 
are celebrating the 
Millennium with an 
Easter play 
page 3 


All change for 2002 


ALL ROADS will lead to 
High Wycombe in July 2002. 
The Buckinghamshire town 
has been chosen to host the 
Diocese’s first ever all-age con- 
vention because of of its excel- 
lent facilities and accessability. 
The event was given the green 
light at the Diocesan Synod at 
Westminster College Oxford 
on 11 March when members 
enthusastically welcomed the 
steering group’s recommenda- 
tions. With the working title of 
‘Time for a Change’, the con- 
vention, over a long week-end, 
could attract as many as 4000 
residential and day visitors. 

Plans, however; will not be 
finalised without the approval 
of local churches. As a sign of 
their support, they are asked 
to pledge £1 per member 
towards the cost of the confer- 
ence by the end of September 
‘It should provide a total of 
£60,000 and will also provide 
us with an indication of the 
level of interest in the whole 
idea,’ the Revd Frank 
Hillebrand, chairman of the 


initial steering group told 
Synod. The money would also 
help to provide bursaries and 
to fund a part-time adminis- 
trator 

‘As a parish priest who has 
sweated blood to raise the 
parish share I feel a loss should 
be avoided at all costs,’ Frank 
Hillebrand said. To safeguard 
against this plans for the High 
Wycombe convention would 
not go ahead without the nec- 
essary level of pledges. A video 
about the convention would 
also be available to parishes 
and deaneries. 

Frank Hillebrand talked of 
the growing sense of excite- 
ment there had been as the 
steering committee realised 
that an affordable, all age 
event within the Diocese 
would have even more impact 
on parish life than had the last 
Diocesan conference at 
Bognor in 1995, with all its 
excitement and rewards. 

In High Wycombe the avail- 
able facilities, including 
Wycombe Abbey School, 


churches, theatres and restau- 
rants, offered enormous 
potential for the convention 
and also for engagement with 
the local community. Camping 
facilities close to the town cen- 
tre meant that a family in a 
caravan would only pay £120 
for the whole event with a day 
ticket costing less the Dome. 

Canon Simon Brown, who 
chaired the Bognor planning 
committee, said that the can- 
cellation of the 2001 confer- 
ence had made made them 
consider a different kind of 
conference open to the maxi- 
mum number of people. 
‘Bognor was an exercise 
of faith. High 
Wycombe is an exer- 
cise in commitment. 

The only question 
is whether the cler- 
gy and people of 
the Diocese will 
also catch the 
vision,’ he 
said. 


Pastures new for rural Bishop 


The Bishop of Dorchester, 

the Right Reverend Dr 
Anthony Russell, is to 
become Bishop of of Ely in 
succession to Stephen Sykes. 

Bishop Anthony, who is the 
Church of England’s expert 
on rural matters, and his 
wife Sheila will be moving 
to the Ely Diocese during the 
summer. His enthronement 
as the 68th Bishop of Ely is 
expected to take place in 
October 2000. 


‘I am delighted and hon- 
oured by this appointment. I 
am looking forward to it 
immensely; but I will be very 
sad to leave the Oxford 
Diocese and the Dorchester 
Area, after so many happy 
years,’ he said. 

The Bishop of Oxford said: 
‘Bishop Anthony has made 
an invaluable contribution 
to the Diocese of Oxford and 
to Oxfordshire, and will be 
much missed. However; we 



recognise that his 
gifts and experience are 
particularly well suited to 
the Ely Diocese.’ 

Dr Russell became Area 
Bishop of Dorchester in the 
Oxford Diocese in 1988. He 
is not unfamilar with East 
Anglia. He was ordained in 
Norwich Cathedral and also 
served his curacy in the 
Diocese of Norwich. 

See also Cookham to Grimsby on 
page 3 


STILL IN FLOWER AFTER FIFTY YEARS 


FrankBlackwell 


Mothering Sunday on 2 April will be a milestone occasion for 98-year old Mrs Olive Bailey 
and her daughter Miss Wendy Bailey. This is the 50th year that they have produced flowers 
for children at St Mary's Church, Wexham near Slough to give to their mothers. They grow 
the flowers in their garden and over the years have made up at least 5,000 posies. 


As tough as coconuts 
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«F» 

Wrestling with the big issues 

In the third of a series of articles Chris Neal, the new Director of Evangelisation, 
looks at some of the concerns and ideas of the parishes of our Diocese which have 
emerged from the Focus Conferences 


News 


in brief 



Lay cricketers wanted 


BISHOP RICHARD’S call 
to take seriously the task of 
evangelisation has sparked a 
great deal of discussion and 
debate around the Diocese. 
The four Focus Conferences 
have seen some 450 people 
wrestling with the issues. 
Deanery Synods and Church 
Councils are also continuing 
to consider the questions 
raised by the Bishop, as are 
the various Diocesan Boards 
and Councils. 

From all this one clear fact is 
emerging: this is the begin- 
ning of a process which must 
continue throughout the 
coming years. Simply 
returning the Bishop’s docu- 
ment on time will not make 
the questions disappear. 
They are at the heart of the 
agenda as we seek to bring 
the good news of Jesus 
Christ to our contemporary 
culture, and they constantly 
challenge us to hear what the 
Spirit is saying to the Church 
in our generation. 

THE BIG ISSUES 

The Focus Conferences have 
highlighted four key areas 


for consideration. 

• First, how is it possible for 
churches to imagine things 
being done in different 
ways? The weight of inherit- 
ed institution sometimes 
seems so heavy that there is 
little time or energy left to 
enable creative and imagina- 
tive thinking. 

• Second, the Conferences 
have shown that people are 
eager to discover their par- 
ticular gift, and to be encour- 
aged and released into using 
it. Within the Church, the 
Body of Christ, there are infi- 
nite resources and part of the 
task for the future must be to 
recognise and then use them. 

• The third area of concern 
touched on the relationship 
of faith to the rest of life, 
especially the world of work. 
There is little room to 
expand this here, except to 
say that people want to see 
discipleship as bringing the 
whole of life and experience 
under the authority of 
Christ; mission and evangeli- 
sation challenge the way in 
which we compartmentalise 
our experiences. 


• Undergirding all the above, 
and one topic that was raised 
time and again, is that of 
leadership. This was seen as 
the key to unlocking the 
future growth of the Church. 
How can we recognise and 
equip leadership which can 
catch God’s vision, help oth- 
ers to grasp it, and then lead 
communities of individuals 
through a process of change? 

THE WAY AHEAD 

The next month or so will 
see parishes, deaneries and 
other bodies making their 
response. These will then be 
collated and analysed, and 
hopefully some development 
of strategic thinking will 
emerge. 

As part of this process a 
Resource Team is being 
established. This will be 
available to parishes, teams, 
deaneries from the autumn 
of this year. Alongside this it 
is hoped to build a list of 
good practice from around 
the Diocese. If you feel you 
can help in any way please 
don’t hesitate to be in touch. 
Finally four conferences are 


being organised over the 
next few months. These are 
listed below. 


Conferences 


Saturday 15 April 
9.30am - 12.30pm The last 
of the Focus Conferences at 
Milton Keynes 
Saturday 3 June 
9.30am - 12.30pm Network 
Prayer Conference 
Saturday 16 September 
9.30am - 4pm Building 
Leadership for the 21st 
Century Church 
Saturday 7 October 
10am - 4pm Discipleship, 
mission and the place of 
work 

If you would like more 
details, contact Katrina 
Hartley at the Evangelism 
Office, Thame Barns Centre, 
Church Road, Thame, Oxon 
0X9 3AJ 

Tel: 01844 216097 
Fax 01844 260827. 

E-mail: 

katrina@stmarys.psa-online.com 


For the first time those who 
are not ordained are to be 
allowed to play in the 
Church Times cricket com- 
petition. Two lay people are 
allowed per team, as long as 
they are licensed for ministry 
in the Diocese. Matches are 
normally played on 
Mondays in May and June, 


Big city marches will be a 
major focus of the March for 
Jesus celebrations on 10 June 
which aim to proclaim Jesus 
as Lord of the new millenni- 
um. Started in 1987, the 
March has become an inter- 
national event involving 130 
nations. Five cities, London, 
Liverpool, Edinburgh, 


Sobell House Hospice, based 
at the Churchill Hospital in 
Oxford, has been providing 
free care for the dying since 
1975, funded largely by 
donations. Advances in hos- 
pice care mean that its build- 
ings and equipment are out- 
dated, and a complete 
rebuilding is planned. Two 
million pounds have already 


starting at 12 noon. ‘Oxford 
are the reigning national 
champions,’ says Revd Ed 
Newell of the Oxford team, 
‘and it would be good if we 
could defend our title with a 
licensed lay minster or two 
in the side.’ Anyone interest- 
ed should contact him on 
01865 208221. 


Millennium 

Cardiff and Belfast, will be 
the main UK venues. Each 
Jesus Day event will also be 
asked to contribute to 
Tearfund’s children at risk 
project and to say a special 
prayer for children. More 
information from March for 
Jesus, 01252 784774; Tear- 
fund, 0181 977 9144. 


been raised; a further £l mil- 
lion is needed. To find out 
how you can help, contact 
The Sobell Appeal, Sobell 
Hospice Charity, Swinford 
Farm, Eynsham, Oxford 
OX8 1BY, tel. 01865 
883339. A service of thanks- 
giving for the hospice will be 
held at the Cathedral in 
September. 


Lord of the 


Hospice to be rebuilt 


Cookham to Grimsby 

The Vicar of Cookham, the Management and Ministry 
Revd Canon David Rossdale, from Surrey University this 
is to be appointed year. ‘He will bring 

Suffragan Bishop of good parish experi- 

Grimsby in April. He ence anc ^ marked gifts 

has been Area Dean of hy r ^8| of leadership to his 

Maidenhead since mCl new position’, said 
1994 and last year was the Bishop of 

made an Honorary Oxford. 

Canon of Christ He is pictured broad- 

Church Cathedral. casting a few years 

He studied for an MA a eo on a Cookham 

in Applied Theology at churches summer 

Westminster College, Oxford radio station of which he was 
and will receive an MSc in a director. 


Church’s cycle record 


Tribute to church member 


The largest sum ever raised 
by one church in the annual 
Oxfordshire Historic Chur- 
ches Trust bicycle ride in 
1999, £6,200, came from a 
small church in West 
Oxfordshire, St Mary’s Hol- 
well. This helped Witney 
Deanery to a total of 
£14,000 which is also a 
record for the Deanery and 
for Oxfordshire as a whole. 
Nick Dean of Over Worton 
visited the most churches - 
76 - by cycling from 


Banbury to Oxford and then 
around the city. 

In the past year the 
Oxfordshire Historic 

Churches Trust has given a 
total of £89,500 to 44 
churches in grants ranging 
from £500 to £7,500. This 
year’s ride is on Saturday 9 
September. The new 
Oxfordshire Organiser is 
John Hewitt (01865 
735180), who has taken 
over from George Russell 
after ten years. 


‘The crowded seats at St 
Peter’s Church, Earley at a 
Eucharist of thanksgiving 
and remembrance on 7 
March were an eloquent and 
moving tribute to the life, 
influence and faith of 
Christopher Ireland who 
died in a walking accident 


while on holiday in Wales,’ 
said Derek Spears, Vicar of 
St Peter’s. Christopher, a 
biology teacher and house 
master at Leighton Park 
School, Reading, was a com- 
mitted member of the conge- 
gration who for a time had 
served on the PCC. 


Easter greetings to our readers 

Christ is risen! Alleluia 


/ Organist/Music Director \ 

required by 

St Mary's Wheatley, near Oxford 
Weekly Sung Eucharist- Monthly all-age Worship - Small Choir 
Opportunities to develop music in imaginative ways with young people, 
the church plans to install a purpose-built electronic organ. 

Person appointed will share in decision. 

RSCM rates plus Weddings and Funerals. 

Contact: Canon John Fuller, 18 London Road, 
Wheatley, Oxford 0X33 1YA Tel: 01866 872224 ^ 


ST MARY, WENDOVER 

Director of Music 

who will also be 

Leader of the Music Team and Choir lYainer 

Weekly Parish Eucharist - Dynamic choir 
Wide variety of music - Welcoming worship - RSCM rates 
Details from Canon Hugh Marshall, The Vicarage 
34 Dobbins Lane, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6DH 

01296 622230 


MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE! 

www.christianties.co.uk 

J 


-t-i ryi - .. Extensions. Alterations, 

1 H6 DlUepntTt Renovations, drawings for 

Cn Local Authority approval. 

V CrU. CAP or Traditional draughting 

Methods. All drawing work 
Vk“«7:* John Karpa considered. 

\ '■'/ Fast Efficient Friendly Service 

FREE QUOTATION ANP APVICE 

Tel: 01844 354877 Fax: 01844 260576 Mobile.- 07771 570645 

STAY WHERE YOU ARE 

82^3 THE SIMON COMMUNITY 


M.L.S. © 
Builders 

OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 
SERVICES INCLUDING 
BRICKWORK, STONEWORK, 
ROOFING, JOINERY, PLASTERING, 
DRIVES, PATIOS, DRAINAGE, 
FOOTINGS, LANDSCAPING, 
FENCING, 24 HOUR CALL OUT, 
INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN, 
FREE ESTIMATES, SPECIAL 
RATES FOR OAP’S 

NO JOB TO B 1 G OR SMALL 

FOR A FAST SERVICE PLEASE TELEPHONE 

01295 256164 
MOBILE: 03780 65917 


WYCLIFFE HALL, OXFORD 

A thriving, energetic and friendly evangelical 
Theological College of the Church of England and a 
Permanent Private Hall of the University of Oxford. 

Three interesting part-time skilled posts, any two of 
which might be combined into a full-time position. 

LIBRARIAN 

(c. 20 hours per week) 

To administer our growing theological library 

EXTERNAL STUDIES 
MANAGER 

(c20 hours per week) 

To administer and head up our expanding programme 
of external courses 

RESEARCH ASSISTANT 

(20 hours per week) 

To work with the Revd. Prof. Alister McGrath 

Further details from: 

The College Administrator, Wycliffe Hall, 

54 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6PW 
Closing date for application: 12 April 2000 

Working from home is rewarding. 
Qualified Business and General English 
teachers required to host (full board) 
and teach mature students. 

Full support and top rates. 

Call Lynn on 0171 409 2252 

llfr/ uit ion 

LANGUAGE 
Planning a 

BARN DANCE 

for your church or community 
group? 

NATTERJACK 

Four-piece band and caller. 
Ring Andrew 01865 243266 
or John 01865 245751 
for details 


jyj J MISSION OF CARING ON SKIDR0W 

Ways of giving 

If you wish to contribute directly to our work, there are a number of 
ways of doing so. Single donations - cash, postal orders or cheque - 
may be sent to the office with the slip below. Alternatively, you may 
wish to make a covenant, Gift Aid donation or a bequest. 

If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive this 
newsletter regularly please complete the slip below and return it to us 
at the usual address. 

Covenants are a commitment by yourself to donate monthly or 
annually for four years, a set amount (chosen by you) and on which 
we can claim back the income tax you paid. The minimum covenant 
is £20 per annum. 

In the case of a Deposit Covenant you pay the whole sum initially so 
that we can use it straight away and we gradually claim back the 
income tax you paid on it over four years. The minimum Deposit 
Covenant is £80. 

Gift Aid donations are one oft donations of £250 or more from an 
individual or a company on which we can reclaim the tax from the 
Inland Revenue. 

You may also leave money to the Simon Community as a bequest in 
you will. This can either either be as part of a new will or as a codicil 
(addition) to an existing one. 

Please find enclosed £5 □ £10 U £2(^D £50 □£.... as a donation 
Please add me to your mailing list □ 

Please change my address on the database □ 

Please add my friend to the database □ 

Please send me: ordinary Covenant □ 

Deposit covenant □ 

Form ot word for a bequest □ 

Gift Aid Form Individual/Company □ 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Please tick if an acknowledgement is required □ 

Please make cheques and postal orders payable to THE SIMON 
COMMUNITY and send to: The Simon Community SS80 
PO Box 1187 London NW5 4HW 
© Copyright of the Simon community 1099 
Written apd^ublished by The Simon Community. Reg charity No 283938 
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News 

The drugs problem is our problem 


A WOMAN was badly mugged 
by a young man who wanted 
money for drugs. It happened 
on a Monday four years ago 
and she still remembers his 
hopeless look. That week she 
received wonderful help from 
other young people. However, 
her church could not cope 
with the fact that a respectable 
middle class woman had been 
‘careless enough’ to land up in 
a situation like that. By 
Saturday the woman knew 
she could cope. ‘I hope you 


can cope,’ she said, ‘because 
next Monday that young man 
could be your son.’ 

This moving testimony came 
from a member of the 
Diocesean Synod at its meet- 
ing in Oxford on 11 March. 
This gap between the world of 
young people and the safe 
middle class world of many 
churches demonstrated tfie 
need for Drugs: Use and 
Misuse - an Issue for the 
Church , a new Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Social 


Responsibility report. 

Presenting the report to 
Synod Helen Llewellyn, co- 
chairman of BSR’s Family Life 
and Responsibility group 
(FLAME), said its aim was 
not to campaign but to 
encourage discussion of the 
problem at parish level. 
Drugs have become a social 
norm for young people. We 
may feel helpless but some- 
thing can be done; the gap 
can be bridged. Direct inter- 
vention and support was 


needed for individuals and 
families most at risk. She 
hoped that parishes and 
deaneries would ask them- 
selves how they could help. 
‘The drugs problem is our 
problem,’ she said. 

‘We are giving you the infor- 
mation about drugs and we 
are asking you to work with 
local agencies already there. 
Partnership is the name of the 
game,’ said Jo Saunders, BSR 
Diocesan Officer. 

Christopher Hall (General 


Synod) felt that the root 
problem of drugs should be 
challenged. Driving down the 
cost of commodities like tea 
and coffee encouraged coun- 
tries to rely on an illegal drugs 
trade, as did the need to pay 
off crippling debts. Carole 
Cull (General Synod) was 
grateful for the report and did 
not want to underestimate the 
problem of illegal drugs. ‘But 
when is the Church going to 
stand up and say smoking is 
more harmful?’ she asked. 


Drugs: Use and Misuse 

what the report includes: 

• list of drugs and their 
effects 

• benefits and drawbacks 
of taking drugs 

• social consequences 
of drug misuse 

• the churches' attitude. 

• five points for parishes to 
explore 

• very useful address list 

To get a copy of the report (50p) 

ring Kate Hodgson: 01865 208214. 


Archbishop to lead procession 


The annual Palm Sunday 
ecumenical procession at 
Silchester, near Reading, will 
be led by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Right Revd 
Dr George Carey. It will start 
at Silchester Common at 
10am and finish in the 
amphitheatre in the Roman 
settlement of Calleva Atre- 
batum, where the 
Archbishop will celebrate 


the Eucharist for up to 1,000 
people at 11am. The Roman 
site, which has remains of 
what may be the first rural 
Christian building north of 
the Alps, is in the parish of 
Mortimer West End in the 
Oxford Diocese. Silchester 
itself is in the Diocese of 
Winchester. The Bishops of 
Reading and of Basingstoke 
will be present. 


Book up for celebration! 


Booking opens 
on 3 April for 
Celebrating 
Together, an 
event for the 
whole church 
with emphasis 
on the children, organised by 
the Diocese of Oxford and 
the Bible Reading 
Fellowship. It will take place 



at the Swan 
Theatre, High 
Wycombe on 16 
July with music, 
drama, story- 
telling, puppets, 
and updates on 
Children’s Gift Day projects, 
followed by a mega picnic in 
the park. There are more 
details in the DoorPost. 


Verger becomes Mayor 


A verger is to be inaugurated 
mayor in his own church. 
Denis Strange, verger at the 
civic and parish church of St 
Mary le More and parish 
church of St Leonard, 
Wallingford, has been elected 


by his colleagues on 
Wallingford Town Council to 
be mayor for 2000-2001. His 
inaugural civic service will be 
at St Mary le More on 14 
May. He will continue as verg- 
er as his new duties permit. 


Urban Fund grant 

For the first time, a project 
in High Wycombe has 
received a grant from the 
Church Urban Fund. The 
new Castlefield Challenge 
programme of children’s 
play activities has received 
£15,000 from the Fund as 
well as contributions from 
other groups. The money 
will be used to fund a new 
skilled playworker to work 
alongside the Wycombe 
District Council with 5-11 
year-olds, concentrating on 
bringing together children 
from different ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds. 
Members of St Mary and St 
George Church, Sands, are 
involved in managing the 
scheme. 


‘Green’ burials 

A working party is looking 
into the possibility of 
encouraging woodland buri- 
als in the diocese, in which- 
people are buried in bio- 
degradable coffins without 
headstones but with trees 
planted in their memory. 
The group is also exploring 
ways of developing ‘green’ 
burials in existing church- 
yards and cemeteries. More 
information from Canon 
Peter Bugg, 01844 238204. 



Christians tell the real story 


At Easter over 100 people from 16 villages in 
the Downland area of South Oxon and 
North Berks are taking part in ‘The Greatest 
Gift’ (pictured above in rehearsal), an open- 
air dramatic presentation of Jesus’ trial and 
crucifixion specially written by David 
Hawkins. In High Wycombe at least 100 
people from 20 churches, as well as a choir 
of 60, are taking part in ‘The Real Thing’, 
which starts with Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem 
and goes through to the resurrection. 

Written by Katharine Murray, a licensed lay 
minister in the local team ministry, it takes 
place in the town centre outside the 
Guildhall on Good Friday at 12 noon and 
7.30pm. The play, turned down for a millen- 


nium grant because of its religious subject, 
has been generously supported by the 
District Council. Outside High Wycombe, at 
Wooburn Green, Churches Together in the 
Wye Valley are putting on an open-air pas- 
sion play on 9 April. The streets and parks of 
Newport Pagnell will be the setting on Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday for a modern 
adaptation of mystery plays which, following 
the original tradition, will be free and will 
involve a variety of styles from slapstick to 
pageant. In May St Mary’s Church, Long 
Crendon will present five resurrection plays 
using mediaeval dress and music including 
plainsong as well as motets composed by for- 
mer residents. More details in the DoorPost 
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Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG 
Tel: 01635 552820. Fax: 01635 522165. 

E-mail : archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Mike Hill, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail : bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable David Goldie, 60 Wendover Road, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP21 9LW Tel: 01296 423269. Fax: 01296 397324. 

E-mail : archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Vacancy due to the death of the Right Revd Michael Houghton 



Our work is... 
Caring 

Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry 

Another new home has just opened, increasing 
places available, but funds are urgently needed 
to build further homes to cater for the growing 
number of board’s pensioners who need help. 

Your doration or legacy will help us continue 
this much needed work for those who have 
cared for others in the name of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating the 
board’s charitable work, or words for inclusion 
in a will are available from the secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OTD) 

FREEPOST, 

29 Great Smith Street, 
Westminster, 
London SW1P3PS 

Reg. Charity number 236627 
Please help us in any way you can. Thank you. 
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People & places 


Start of a new term 
for Danny Sullivan 



Henley child of achievement 


Crucial debate about 
two small Greek words 

Philip Giddings reports on General Synod 


GENERAL SYNOD met in 


DANNY SULLIVAN, a former 
headmaster and lecturer, has 
been chosen as the new 
Diocesan Director of 
Education (Schools). He 
takes up the post on 1 
September on the retirement 
of Canon Tony Williamson. 

Danny is currently Head of 
Advisory Services is the 
Department of Education 
with specific responsibility 
for schools in 

Buckinghamshire, Milton 



Keynes and Slough. 

.Previously he taught theology 
and religious studies at La 
Sainte Union College of 
Higher Education in 

Southampton. In the mid 
1980’s he was head teacher of 
St Wilfrid’s Primary School, 
Burgess Hill, West Sussex 
before becoming Primary 
Schools Adviser in the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Portsmouth. 

Danny, who was was' born 
in Lanarkshire, in Scotland is 
a Roman Catholic. He is 


CROSSWORD 

Congratulations to the millen- 
nium crossword winner, Alan 
Bushnell of Ducklington whose 
correct solution was drawn: 
ACROSS 1 Eased; 4 Satsumas; 10 
Jubilee; 11 Seventh; 12 Youngsters; 
13 Scab; 15 Essence; 17 Ennoble; 
19 Trailer; 21 Trumpet; 23 Flag; 24 
Clean Slate; 27 Meditate; 28 
Outcast; 29 Dynamite; 30 Rated. 
DOWN 1 Enjoyment; 2 Subdues; 3 
Diligently; 5 Absorbent; 6 Save; 7 
Minicab; 8 Sahib; 9 Debt; 14 
Inquisitor; 16 Enrolment; 18 
Entreated; 20 Abandon; 22 
Peasant; 23 Famed; 25 Atom; 26 
Harm. 


married to Cathy and they 
have twin 19 year-old daugh- 
ters. He is also on the com- 
mittee of the Thomas 
Merton Society whose jour- 
nal he edits. 

Commenting on his 
appointment Danny said: ‘It 
is an immense privilege to be 
chosen to follow in Tony 
Williamson’s footsteps and to 
continue working with a very 
effectiuve and supportive 
Board and high quality col- 
leagues. Above all, I look for- 
ward to helping the work of 
all those involved with the 
46,000 children in our 
Church schools at the heart 
of the mission of our 
Diocese.’ 

The Revd Jereemy Hurst, 
chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Education said: 'I 
am very pleased by this 
appointment. We have 
known Danny in this Diocese 
for three years and have 
come to appreciate his skills 
and qualities. Being an inter- 
nal candidate has its pros and 
cons but I must say that 
Danny was offered this 
appointment after rigorous 
interview facing stiff compe- 
tition. Danny is a practising 
Roman Catholic. We in the 
Board have known this and 
have always been aware of 
his loyalty to the Church of 
England Schools in this 
Diocese.’ 

Tony Williamson will be God in the 
subject of the May DOOR. 


End of Parentline 

The Parentline Oxford 
group sadly is to close. 
However the national free 
telephone number, 0808 
800 2222, will still be 
available for parents who 
have problems with their 
children. Started* by June 
Carpenter, on 1 April 
1980, the Oxford group 
has been operating from 
the Wesley Memorial 
Church Hall, New Inn 
Hall Street in Oxford. 


Four year-old Thomas, son 
of the Vicar of Holy Trinity 
Henley, the Revd Duncan 
Carter, was one of 150 chil- 
dren to receive a Child of 
Achievement Award at the 
London Hilton in February. 
Thomas ( centre ) cheerfully- 
copes with his severe aller- 
gic reactions to many foods. 


David Lunn, Team Rector of 
Walton Team Ministry 
Ecumenical Partnership, has 
been appointed Associate 
Area Dean and Ecumenical 
Officer for Milton Keynes. 
This means that he is the offi- 
cial Anglican point of refer- 
ence for ecumenical matters in 
the Milton Keynes and 
Newport Deaneries and will 
be working closeIy‘ with the 
Area Dean of Milton Keynes, 
Ian Pusey and the 
Eucumenical Moderator, 
Murdoch MacKensie oiling 
the ecumenical wheels. 

Randell Moll is the first full- 
time chaplain at Campsfield 
House, the immigration 
detention centre near Oxford. 
Randell, who has just come 
from leading an industrial 
mission team in the Liverpool 
Diocese, has responsibility for 
the spiritual welfare of the 
detainees whatever their faith. 

He writes on page 9. 

Cuddeson’s annual fete on 13 
May at 2pm in the grounds of 
Ripon Theological College is 
to be opened by Lord Runcie, 
the former Archbishop of 


With him are his parents 
Duncan and Debbie and his 
sisters, Sarah (7) and Rachel 
(9) who help their brother 
keep to ‘Thomas friendly’ 
food. Five thousand nomi- 
nations were received for 
the awards for children who 
have coped with difficulties 
with great courage. 


Canterbury and a previous 
Vicar of Cuddesdon, as well 
as principal of the college. 

Victims' Rights Week begins 
on 9 April. Victims’ Voice, of 
which the Bishop of Oxford is 
a patron, is asking for prayers 
to be said for victims of crime 
and their families. 

Urgent help is needed for an 
area of northern Kenya in the 
grip of famine. Lona 
Hebditch, once featured in 
The DOOR, used to work 
there. She and her husband 
are organising a ‘Harambee’, 
literally a pull-together, at St 
James’, Cowley to raise 
money to buy essential seeds. 
£4 buys enough for an acre of 
maize. They would be grateful 
for donations. 01865 749212. 

Terry Smith, the 60 year-old 
Vicar of Kennington, is run- 
ning the London Marathon 
for three children’s charities 
including the UK Brain 
Tumour Society. His inspira- 
tion was a 10 year-old friend 
who died of a brain tumour in 
1998. Last year he ran for the 
first time and raised £7000. 


February to complete the 
process of approving forms of 
service for Common Worship 
which will replace the ASB at 
the end of this year. Final 
Approval of forms of services 
requires a two-thirds majority 
in each of Synod’s three 
Houses (Bishops, Clergy and 
Laity) so a good deal of our 
time was spent voting. 

There were two potentially 
controversial issues. Dissatis- 
faction about the length and 
formal style of the different 
version of the eucharistic 
prayers had led to requests for 
a more ‘inter-active’ prayer, 
that is one in 
which there is a 
dialogue of 
responses 
between the presi- 
dent and people. 

A draft of such a 
prayer was duly 
approved. 

What has caused 
most controversy within 
Synod recently has been what 
version of the Nicene Creed 
should be adopted for the 
modern language services 
within Common Worship. 
The controversy is centred on 
two small Greek words, ek 
and kai and the fact that the 
Latin version of the Creed 
which has come down to us 
through the Book of 
Common Prayer clearly dif- 
ferentiates the complementary 
roles of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary in the birth of 
Jesus. There has been 
weighty debate over many 
months on principles of trans- 
lation, on which documents 
the early Church Fathers had 
used and why, on how the 
various forms of words pro- 
posed would be understood in 
contemporary cultures, and 
the importance of ecumenical 
agreements. 

Although focused on two 
very small Greek words, these 
are of course of profound sig- 
nificance as we seek to express 


and declare the faith of the 
universal church in Jesus 
Christ, human and divine. 

The House of Bishops, after 
much deliberation, recom- 
mended to Synod the version 
‘from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary’ but also allow- 
ing the use of any authorised 
translation of the Nicene 
Creed at this point. Whilst 
this satisfied some of the crit- 
ics, more than 50 members of 
the House of Laity remained 
opposed - but as this was 
fewer than one-third of those 
voting, the Bishops’ recom- 
mendation was adopted. So 
the long process of up-dating 
the ASB is com- 
plete - and the 
major work of 
explaining what 
is available in 
Common 
Worship and 
how best to use 
it can begin. 
Synod is not 
only about liturgies. Indeed 
recently there has been an 
audible sigh of relief when we 
have moved on from the 
minutiae. In this group of ses- 
sions we also had an impor- 
tant debate on broadcasting - 
in which vigorous criticism of 
the BBC’s marginalising of 
religious broadcasting on its 
national networks was 
expressed - and on the desper- 
ate crisis in farming, which 
will be all too evident in many 
parishes in this Diocese. As 
well as pressing government 
to develop a retirement 
scheme to allow farmers to 
leave the land with dignity, 
and a food labelling policy 
which would enable con- 
sumers to make an informed 
choice, Synod urged the 
Church - dioceses, deaneries 
and parishes - to show 
Christian support to those so 
badly affected by the crisis. 

So what was Synod about? 
worship; communicating the 
faith; service. That should 
sound familiar! 


SNIPPETS 


So what was Synod 
about? worship; 
communicating the 
faith; service. That 
should sound 
familiar! 



JAMIE BRIGGS 
TRANSPORT 


Light Haulage & Removals 

For professional, efficient and 
competitive service 

Telephone: 01295 252344 
or 07780 686472 


BERKSHIRE DRIVEWAY CO 
Specialists 

* Tarmac * Concrete * Shingle * Block paving 
* Paths * Drives * Forecourts etc 
All workmanship & materials of the highest quality 
Established 20 years 

Reading 0118 9416528 
Mobile 07970 317785 


ALL SEASONS 

Landscape Gardening including 
patios, ponds, turfing 

ALL TYPES OF TREES 
PRUNED & FELLED 

Tel: 01865 736547 
or Mobile: 0790 158 0739 


MOWERS MATE 

MOBILE SERVICE 
Motor & Mower 
Service & Repairs 
Spare Parts Available 
AJ1 Makes Catered For 

TEL: 01344 302458 MOBILE: 0468 567035 
76 Anneforde Place, Bracknell RG42 2ES 
“ Please mention this ad when phoning ” 



^ Garden Furniture of Distinction V 

Stylish furniture for the garden , conservatory and 
home, built in solid aluminium - made for a lifetime - 
in classical and contemporary designs. 

Plus an original range of hardwood furniture and 
hand carved basalt stone features. 

For a free brochure, ring 

Encompass Furniture Accessories 

oin)2392^631859j)iMv^ ^ 


MOORINGS NURSERY 

• SHRUBS 

• PERENNIALS 

• ALPINES 

• HANGING BASKETS 
MADE UP TO ORDER 

TEL. 01628 622516 

296 Windsor Road, Maidenhead 



COMPENSATION 
No Win - No Fee 


No matter how you were 
injured, if it wasn't your 
fault, phone us on 


FREEPHONE 
0800 096 7078 


Mandate Legal 



Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 


offering an 

Immigration Advice & Advocacy Service 

Also advice on Work Permit Issues 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 


ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS 
David Wasley ma d; p ad atc fmgp 

ARTIST, DESIGNER AND MAKER OF 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
CONSERVATION SPECIALIST 
ADULT EDUCATION TUTOR 

New Somerset House, 57 West View, 
Hilltop Chesham, Buckinghamshire 
HP5 3 BY Tel: & Fax 01494 773712 


I THE PARISH CHURCH OF 

ALL SAINTS, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, 
BEDFORDSHIRE 

seeks an 

Assistant Organist 

in this busy parish with an active musical life. 

The mixed choir with a treble top line sings at two sung 
services each Sunday in addition to major festivals. 

There are two choir practices each week during term 
time and the assistant organist will be expected to take 
primary responsibility for the Wednesday choir practice 
for trebles as well as operation of the RSCM training 
scheme and medal awards. Additional help for other 
practices and services welcome and will 
be expected by negotiation. 

The organ is a 3 manual Harrison & Harrison organ (1989) 
Remuneration is by an honorarium, plus weddings. 

Details of the church at www.allsaintslb.org.uk 
Applications and inquiries to: Canon Anthony Hulbert 
The Vicarage, Pulford Road, Leighton Buzzard. Beds LU7 7AB 
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Interview 



AWAKENING IN A CHURCHYARD Thirty years ago 
Donald Pass, a successful artist, had an extraordinary vision 

in a country churchyard. It changed his 
life and ever since 'the Awakening 7 has 
been the theme of his pictures. He is 
convinced that resurrection is not just a 
belief but true. 'I have seen it 7 he says. 



EVER SINCE I was a child I 
have never been able to sepa- 
rate life from art. I was born 
in 1930 in Cheshire and went 
to the grammar school in 
Macclesfield where I was very 
unhappy and spent most of 
my time throwing my satchel 
away and walking into the 
countryside to draw. Once I 
saw what appeared to be an 
angel standing by a hedge. I 
told my mother about this 
and got into serious trouble 
because she didn’t believe me. 

I always had a deep 
Christian faith. My father, 
who was a big influence on 
me at the time, was a master 
builder and had very strong 
ideas about the Old 
Testament and good crafts- 
manship. He believed that if 
you were an artist you should 
do it in the service of God. 

I left school when I was 15 
and worked with my father 
for a time but he soon got fed 
up with me because I spent 
most of my time drawing. So I 
was packed off to a little art 
school in Macclesfield and I 

Photographs by Frank Blackwell 
Interview isy Christine Zwart 

thought I was in paradise. 
Then I did four years at Stoke 
on Trent Regional College of 
Art and from there I went to 
the Royal Academy School. 

I taught at Manchester 
College of Art and Liverpool 
College of Art. Travelling 
backwards and forwards 1 
often finished up sitting on 
Crewe station and one night I 
had a very strange experience. 


I was in the buffet and a 
young man with a very gentle 
face came and talked to me. 
He said ‘You must look to the 
Church’ and he also described 
Jackie whom I hadn’t at that 
point met. I wantecj to talk to 
him but when I went through 
the doors he had disappeared. 
I think it was an angel. 

In Chelsea I had the first 
experience of the resurrection. 
I was in our bedroom when a 
golden light poured in and 
then this face came into the 
room. It was beautiful beyond 
description. I then started to 
get all sorts of signs which led 
me to Cuckfield a village rtear 
Lewes in Sussex. 

I hadn’t been there before. I 
went into the churchyard to 
do some sketching. I was just 
looking at an RAF grave and 
thinking how sad it was that 
young men should die when 
the experience started. I don’t 
know how long it lasted but 
the whole sky went black and 
I saw angels and a bright 
light. I saw acres of people all 
awakening and rising from 
the dead and there was a 
sound like very strong wind. I 
wasn’t frightened. It was as if 
it was happening around me. 

I had arranged to meet 
Jackie in the local pub in the 
evening and a lady came in 
and said ‘Are you the artist 
who was working in the 
churchyard?’ When I said 
‘yes’, she said ‘There was a 
bright light all around you 
even though the sky was quite 
dark.’ It was very strange. 

From Chelsea we went to 
live in Norfolk in a marvel- 
lous house with wonderful big 



Pass 


windows. I felt I could really 
draw there. It was as if a veil 
had been lifted and I did the 
first three ‘Awakening’ draw- 
ings based on what I had seen. 

I didn’t realise the full 


impact of the vision for some 
time. It was as though every- 
thing was changed even my 
my way of looking at land- 
scape It wasn’t the same any 
more. 

Until I saw the Awakening 
in 1969 I was quite well 
known as an abstract painter 
but when I had the vision I 
stopped doing it altogether 
and threw a lot of money 
away. So the vision didn’t 
exactly enhance our life from 
a material point of view. 
Because of our financial situa- 


tion we had to struggle on as 
best way we could. I even sat 
in a store in Norfolk and in 
Bournemouth doing pastel 
portraits for customers 
because there was no money. 

From the time of doing the 
first drawings in Norfolk I 
didn’t touch it for some years. 
I carried the drawings about 


with me everywhere and I 
used to talk about the experi- 
ence all the time. But every 
time I tried to draw what I 
had seen something hap- 
pened. Every door was shut. 
We were literally homeless, 
next door to a cardboard box. 

It was Sir John Rothenstein, 
a former director of the Tate 
Gallery, who got me going 
again when we came to 
Oxford 15 years ago. He was 
terribly excited by the draw- 
ings and wrote an article in 
the Apollo magazine about 


them. His support encouraged 
me and since then I have pro- 
duced a lot of work based on 
the Awakenings. I have tried 
to paint other things but I just 
can’t. What I saw has altered 
the course of my work. What 
I experienced then I interpret 
into a landscape painter’s 
vision. But the pictures are a 


pale reflection of what I saw. 
If I lived another 100 years 1 
would never express it fully. 
Some things I saw I can’t draw 
like the beautiful face I saw 
again. What I saw is of far 
greater significance than my 
work. 

I sense God there when I 
do the drawings. I have a 
tremendous sense of God’s 
compassion and I have actual- 
ly wept as I have been draw- 
ing because I was so moved. 

The vision gave me a very 
firm belief in resurrection. 


There is no question at all in 
my view that life goes on. I 
believe that through Christ we 
are resurrected and that this 
resurrection is going on all the 
time. We just don’t see it. 
Judgement is also involved 
because I saw judgement hap- 
pening. There was a dividing 
of people and there were dark 
angels and light angels. 

Four years ago I was quite ill 
and nearly died and there was 
a point when they had to 
resuscitate me. But I had no 
sense of a fear of dying at all 
because I know it isn’t so. I 
am more frightened of the 
judgement of my life which 
may not have been as good as 
it should have been. 

I like -to think that some 
people have been helped by 
the fact that I am positive 
about resurrection. It is some- 
times hard to believe some- 
thing you haven’t seen but I 
have seen it. 


Donald Pass lives near Oxford 
with his wife Jackie. In 1969 he 
had a mystical vision of the 
afterlife in a village churchyard. 
For 15 years he produced very 
few pictures but then began in 
earnest to try to express 
through his art what he had 
seen. In 1999 he won the Art 
of the Imagination Society's 
first prize and his work will fea- 
ture in an international festival 
of spiritual art in London in 
2001. The newly formed 
Awakenings Dance Theatre, 
which recreates the visions with 
dance, music and the images of 
Donald Pass, is touring cathe- 
drals, churches and schools. In 
March they .visited Wheatley 
Primary School and Dorchester 
Abbey. 



Awakening: The Arrival of the Angel Gabriel 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 
Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 


Call: 0181 361 6111 ir 
Fax: 0181 361 4143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, 
Friern Barnet, London Nil 3FT 
Email: 

tablewhere@globalnet.co.uk 
www. tablew here ,co. u k 

3E d 




FILM & TV 



EXTRAS 



Required in and around the 



London area 
For immediate interview, 



contact: 



0171 793 4265 
0171 463 2203 



We comply with the Employment 



Agency Ad 1973 



FAST, SAFE 
WEIGHT 
LOSS THAT 
LASTS!!! 

>0181 679 3222 I 


DEVELOPMENT A 
LAND 

Independent web based company can help 
you achieve the best price for your land 
Telephone: 01202 842567 


V 


e-mail: enQuiries@newproDertiesforsale.co.uk 
visit our web site : www.newpropertiesforsale.co.uk 


y 


■inn 


strings • woodwind • pe f cussion 


Suppliers of strings and reeds. Full range of 
accessories. Mail order service, musical 
instrument sales, piano hire and sales, all at 
very reasonable prices. 

Now relocated at Unit 3, North Hinksey 
Business Centre, Oxford 
'k ci Tel: 01865 241 195 
UB ■> Fax: 01865 798256 


Open 9-5pm Monday to Friday 



LASER 

PRINTERS 



Ideal for short print-runs, service 
sheets, leaflets etc. Ultra low cost 
per page (0.3p for FS-17(X>+). 
A4/A3 size and duplex (double- 
sided) printing options available. 
B-grade, refurbished units from 
£335+carriage. 

You can buy with confidence 
from a Christian Company and 
Bible software publisher. 

ExpLAN Computers 
Ltd 

PO Box 32 Tavistock. 

Devon PL19 8YU 
01822 613868 Fax 610868 
sales(« explan.demon.co.uk 


HELPING 
PRIVATE 
COMPANIES TO 
DEVELOP THEIR 
FULL POTENTIAL 


John Sidwell with 25 years 
hands-on experience in 
building family type 
companies. Linking 
compassion with business 
success. 

♦ Improving company 
culture 

♦ Team building 
♦ Continuous 
improvement 
♦ Creating market focus 

Call 01451 850370 today 
or e-mail 

jesidwell@aol.com 


KINGSFISHERS NURSING HOME 
-BOURNE END- 

One minute from the station. 

Due to reorganisation we be delighted to hear from: 

RGN/EN's and CARE ASSISTANTS 

interested in working in a Christian environment. 
Kindly contact - 
SHIRLEY ASKWITH on 

01628 635999 



STOLES 


Embroidery for 
worship , ceremony 
and celebration 


and all embroidered 
vestments and 
furnishings including 
Altar Frontals, Lectern 
Falls and Banners 
made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


P lease contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 1LU 
Tel. 01280 823132 


« Aff 
Tour 
Wedding 

* Battoons 
• Favours 
• Wedding Sfunvs 

9 BATH STREET, 
ABINGDON, OXON 
OX14 3QH 
TeL 01235 554060 



MATHS, ENGLISH, 
SCIENCE 

Help locally available 
ALL LEVELS 
Tel: 

(01908) 677740 

(Tutors welcome!) 



INTERNET 


Christ/iefbooks 

Christian Internet 
Bookshop 

www.christnetbooks. 

co.uk 

Christian Books 
& Music 










6 


THE DOOR : APRIL 2000 


Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



Christian 

ENDEAVOUR 
H O I. I D A Y 
CENTRES 



Celebrate 2000 with ... 

The Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 


Beechwood Court 

Conwy, N. Wales 
ft 01492 593405 

St Miadagvnds 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
tr 01983 852160 

Ye Homestead# 

Sheringham, Norfolk 
ft 01263 822524 


Brockley Hall 

Saltbum, North Yorks 
ft 01287 622329 

St WinWreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
tr 01492 544128 

2000 Colour brochure 

plus further details 
ft 01695 573372 


Rock, Cornwall 
tr 01208 862230 

Ike Pleasaunce 

Overstrand, Norfolk 
tr 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
tr 01772 466322 


Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor, 
The Pleasaunce ana St Rhadagunds 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity 


WALES 

North Pembrokeshire Coast 

Individual Country ‘Cottages, 
near sea, spectacular cliff 
walks, secluded beaches, | 
wildlife, fishing. 

Tel: 01348 891616 


MORNING/IDE HOTEL 
TORQUAY 

BABBACOMBE DOWN/ 


Family run sea front hotel. 
All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within flat walking distance. 



Cachet Travel 

Quality villas, apartments and 
idea hotds in peaceful coastal 
villages and mountain 
hideaways, gulet cruising, 
Istanbul and Cappadocia, 
walking and archaeological 
lours or independent 
exploring. 

All in our small and 
informative brochure. 

020 8758 1818 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB • • • Highly Commended 
Corps d'elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


Tel 01803 327025 MB For brochure phone-tax 01929 450224 


Devon's Oldest Seaside Report 

EXMO UTH 

Royal Beacon Hotel A A 

Former tSeorgian Posting House with 
distinctive styled en-suite rooms 
An Ideal centre tor exploring the Kxe estuary, coastal paths 

()1 264886 i 


GSD Tours 

presents for 2000 - 7 & 8 day Tours 
of Northern Spain 

including Half Board 
accommodation. The 
Guggenheim 
Museum, La Rioja, 

Castro Urdiales, San 
Sebastian and Luxury 
Cruise Ferry travel. 

Experienced Couriers- ** ****** ' m ** > 

luxury Coaches. We are booking now for June, 
July & August. For more information and a 
booking please call: 

Freephone 0800 1691003 


M THE F00HTPS 
OF THE SANTS 

IN THE HEART OF MEDIEVAL SPAIN 


Visit places connected with St. Teresa 
and St. Ignatius during a journey from 

AVILA to LOYOLA 

Via Salamanca, Segovia, Pamplona, 
San Sebastian, Burgos and 
The Basque Country 

9 Days by AIR 
25th Sept - 02 Oct 2000 
with 

REV’D CHRIS VALLINS 
REV’D DIANA MATHEWS 


Contact 
Nick Oliver 




at 

H O A 

3 BOURNE COURT, 

Y b 


WOODFORD GREEN, 

i m 

w 

ESSEX 1G8 8PD 


ABTA 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 

2199 

II V6754 


FLORIDA -KISSIMMEE 

A truly luxurious 4 bedroom 
house, with covered heated 
swimming pool, excellent 
location for Disney attractions 
Tel: 01793 534299 day 
or 01793 525188 eves 


High quality seH-caterwg 
accommodation, overlooking 

Black Mountain 
and Wye Valley 

Set in 35 acres of farm and woodkmd, 

6 semi detached collages, parking, no pets, 
ivy wheekhew access. 

W.T.B. Grade 5. S mins shops. 

Tel/Fax 01497 820766 


ITALIAN 

SWITZERLAND 

Family holiday home in tranquil 
village near Lugano. 4 
bedrooms, sleeps 8, garden, 
terrace, private parking. Lovely 
views. £270 pw. July-August 
£310 pw Tel/Fax 01243 528817 


R&J TRAVEL 

2039 

NINE DAYS FROM 
ONLY 

£160+ins 

FOR DETAILS 
PHONE RACHEL 

Local pick up point | 


01384 839800 


CARDIGANSHIRE 

WEST WALES 

Excellent guest house 
plus self-catering 
cottage. 

All recently 
refurbished and 
situated in charming 
and friendly village of 
Rhydlewis 
5 miles from beautiful 
Cardigan Bay 
Phone Judith Russill 
for details 
01239 851748 



Cachet Travel 

Quality villas, 
apartments and select 
hotels in peaceful coastal < 
villages and inland 
hamlets. The essence of 
Crete uncovered in our 
informative brochure. 

020 8758 1818 


Bournemouth 

(glkas© 

3 crowns commended 
En-suite rooms, porking, quiet 
location just 1 0 minutes' walk 
to beautiful sandy beaches. 
Delicious breakfasts. 

3 day Breaks 

For Brochure 01202 768515 


YORKSHIRE 

Harrogate and Dales 

Country cottages and 
apartments 

Email: 

booklngseharrogate 

iiolidays.co.uk 

www.harrogatehoiidays.co.uk 
Tel: 01423 770831/ 772700 



Cachet Travel 

Villas with pools, 
select hotels and simple 
apartments in the 

Algarve. 

Luxurious hotels, rural retreats, 
walking, garden and 
independent tours in 

Madeira. 

AD in our year round brochure. 

020 8758 1818 


WTtvaumi 


The greatest story ever told' 
in one of the world's most 
beautiful natural settings 

Obcrammcrgau 



HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGES 


REFUNDABLE 
FAMILIARIZATION TOURS 
AVAILABLE WITH 
* The Company 
U-^Thdt Cares 

IIOfreephone 

I IO 0800 0181 839 

Israel Travel Service 

www.itstravei.co.uk 

ABTA : ATOL : IATA 

EC7J/AC7HJT 


Margate 

★ 24 hours open ★ 

★ £9 per person 
per night ★ 

★ (£14 with food) 
OAP 10% off ★ 

Shalimar, 
Athelstan Road 
CT9 2BA 
Tel/Fax: 

01843 229 852 


Spiritual Retreats 

The peaceful nature of Guernsey lends itself to the 
ideal of relaxation and recuperation 
Les Cotils is an ecumenical Christian centre, building 
a community which embraefcs the rich variety of inter- 
denominational heritage. There, individuals, families 
or groups can find peace for spiritual rebuilding. 

Or simply a relaxing holiday. 

At any time of the year Guersney provides an ideal 
location for regeneration, for seeking peace of mind. 
Holidays ~ Retreats ~ Cqh T erences 
Special group rartes. En suite rooms. 

FOR COLOUR BROCHURE 
Tel 01481 727793 
email: lescotils@aol.com 

LES COTILS, ST PI TER PORT, GUERNSEY GY1 HJU 


LAKE DISTRICT 

WINDEMERE 

Delightful Sit bungalows 
overlooking lake. Large 
gardens. Sleeps 2/8. Suitable for 
wheelchairs. Pets welcome. 
Inc. short breaks 
Available now 

Tel: 01772 251 362 


Norfolk/Suffolk Border 

Beautiful mooted Queen Anne 
residence with lovely hutc garden 
and views, provides superb 
traditional and welcoming 
Bed and Breakfast . 

4 bedroom holiday cottage also 
available within the grounds 

Tel 01502 677380 
Fax: 01502 677362 

E-mail:richardfnTlandtribtciinnrct.coffl 


Peaceful country hotel. 
En-suites, 4 poster. 
Delightful country views. 
Candlelit dinners, 
licensed bar. 

Brochure: 

M 01326 572585 


CORNWALL 

FAL ESTUARY 
by Trelissick Gardens 

Simple comfortable 
cottages, sleeps 6/4/2. 
Well equipped, log fires. 
COPELAND. Trevilla. Feock, 
Truro. Cornwall TR3 6QG 
Tel: 01872 862369 


EASTBOURNE 


A beautiful elegant resort. 

Quiet attractive area. 
Easy parking • En-suites 
Lovely home cooking 
SHORT BREAKS 
Come as guests - leave as fnends 

0AKW00D HOTEL 

Tel: (013231 7219^0 qv 


MENORCA 

Two spacious villas 
with pools. Sleeps 5/8. 
Enchanting, secluded 
south coastal settings. 
Brochures: tel 

01892 619966 


BEADNELL 

Northumberland 

Recently renovated character 
cottages. 250 yards beautiful sandy 
beach. ETB 4 keys, up to Highly 
Commended. 


Close to Holy Island - separate bunk 
house accommodation, sleeping 12. 

Tel: 01665 720387 


CORNWALL 

CHIVERT0N PARK, 
Near St. Agnes 

Luxury caravans on quiet 
park. 

No club/ disco. Pets welcome. 

For free brochure, ring 
01872 560667 


ITALY 

ROME COUNTRYSIDE 

Panoramic garden flat 
in private villa, fully 
equipped,30km city 

Tel. 0171 931 7425 


CORSICA 

Bungalows, apartment, 
pool, sea view, beach. 
Flight plus cars 
arranged 

Tel: 01624 836660 


Woolhope Cockshot 
Youth Centre 

(Nr Ledbury, Herefordshire) 


A GREAT PLACE TO TAKE 
YOUR YOUTH GROUP! 


Secluded hillside 
location - sleeps up to 22 
- ideal for retreats, 
weekends and holidays - 
fully equipped 
Contact Andy and 
Rachel Mugford for 
details 

Tel: 01621 842175 


MALLORCA 

Two charming one 
bedroom flats, near 
Palma Cathedral 
£180 and £195pw 

Tel: 0171 584 3307 


CORNWALL 
- Trellil 

300 year old character 
cottage, 4 posters, 

. near* Port Isaac. 

Ideal surfing, swimming, 
golf, relaxation. 

Tel: 01841 532778 


WALES - Gower 

Self catering cottages and bams 
near beautiful sandy beaches. 
Woodbumers, walking, riding, 
activities. Golf, fishing. 
Short breaks 
brochure tel: 

01792 403333 


H0TELB0AT HOLIDAYS 

in the Brecon Beacons 

Treat yourself and be pampered with a relaxing holiday on 
the Mon and Brec canal, arguably Britain's most beautiful 
waterway. 

Fully inclusive short break holidays or week cruises aboard 
the hotelboats “Rose of Brecon" and “Abergavenny Castle" 
(awarded four crowns by the English Tourist Board). 
ir Excellent freshly cooked food 
it Constantly changing scenery 
ir No single supplements 
★ PYivate cosy cabins - en-suite available 
★ Easy joining/leaving arrangements 
★ No television and no smoking! 

For a copy of our colour brochure write to: 

“Rose of Brecon” Ty Newydd, Pencelli, Brecon, 
Powys LD3 7LJ or telephone 01874 665315. 


3 nights in Guernsey 
for only £199 HHMR 


• 3 nights half-board ills Friquel Country Hotel (4 crown) 
9 Return flights direct \m Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 

• FREE rure car in Guernsey 


Petrol and 
insurance extra 


plus • FREE seafood platter JJJfJE 5 


only £199 

per person 

Based or 2 people sharing a 
twin or double room 


Medina Valley 


by the river on the Isle of Wight 



ENERGETIC or RELAXING HOLIDAYS 
learn to SAIL 

walk the Island with a guide spiritual refreshments 
Guest speakers & devotional sessions in the Summer. 
INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, CHURCH GROUPS 
& SCHOOLS WELCOME. 

Also for SCHOOLS 

FULLY TUTORED Field Study & Activity Courses 
in a CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT 
KS9 to GCSE & A-LEVEL Biology, Geography, 
Geology 

Telephone: 01983 522195 

Web: www.medinavaIleycentre.org.uk 



MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 

'Jn^spixatienal! " 


Price 


Destination 


>1 | Departs 


£729 

Amalfi-Italy 

9 

20/05/00 

£289 

Paris-France R&n 

3 

26/05/00 

£649 

Paphos-Cyprus 

7 

20/05/00 

£960 

Syrian Dreams 

8 

29/05/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

.8 /7/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

15/7/00 

£689 

Holyland 

5 

22/7/00 

£799 

Oberammergau 

5 

2/7/00 


£1495 Oberainmergau \V 5/5 29/5/00 

£1595 “?> " 1*5/5 19/6/00 

(special Millennium combined tour) 


Autumn Escapes to be released. Watch this space every month. 


Portugal. Spain. Egypt. India and Turkey 


Ail -J,,™ excursions, sociable scheduled ilight tunes. 

All prices include, half board in grea t hoteis Esconed^g 

www.higbaytnist.org / 01256 895966 f§ 


GSD Tours 

presents for 2000 - 7 & 8 day Tours 
of Northern Spain 

including Half Board 
accommodation. The 
Guggenheim 
Museum, La Rioja, 

Castro Urdiales, San 
Sebastian and Luxury 
Cruise Ferry travel. 

Experienced Couriers- G ^ n *«um k>oo 

luxury Coaches. We are booking now for June, 
July & August. For more information and a 
booking please call: 

Freephone 0800 1691003 



Oiler is valid until 30-4 (EXCXr* 
/.hbgroup.c 


LONGING FOR A SPRING/ EASTER 
HOLIDAY? 

UNSURE OF BOOKING AS YOU NEED 
THAT EXTRA CARE AND ATTENTION? 

Then THE "GLAMORGAN I 
HOLIDAY HOTEL has the i 

^ 9 

answer!! ! 

Offering a holiday in a caring 
environment for senior citizens. 

The Glamorgan Holiday Hotel caters specifically for the 
senior citizen and disabled guests of all ages, providing a 
24 hour care service in a warm and friendly environment. 
It is ideally suited for RESPITE CARE, while retaining a 
holiday atmosphere. FULLY ADAPTED TO CATER 
FOR THOSE GUESTS REQUIRING THE USE OF A 
WHEELCHAIR., 

The hotel is situated on the sea front overlooking the 
harbour, with panoramic views over the beach, from the 
sun terraces. 

All holidays arc FULL BOARD including an excellent 
programme of entertainment and excursions to local 
tourist attractions. Book now and enjoy a holiday, 
especially made for you. 

To book, ring 01656 785375 
The Glamorgan Holiday Hotel, The Square, 
Porthcawl CF36 3BW 
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Feature 


THE MIRACLE MAKER 



AN ANIMATED feature film based on St Luke’s Gospel goes 
on national release in UK cinemas on 31 March. The Miracle 
Maker is a project of the Bible Society and the animation that 
produced Testament : The Bible in Animation for BBC 
Television. Actors such as Ralph Fiennes (Jesus), Julie 
Christie and Richard E. Grant provide the voices. Music is by 
the oscar-winning composer Anne Dudley and screenplay is 
by Murray Watts. He tells the story from the perspective of 
Jarius’ daughter. After being healed by Jesus she follows him 
and witnesses the momentous events recorded in Luke. It was 
a low budget film which took five years to complete at the 
rate of four seconds a day. Among the advisors were the Right 
Rcvd Rowan Williams, Bishop of Monmouth and a former 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford University. ‘ The Miracle 
Maker is particuilarly suitable for children and families, and 
would make a good outing for Sunday schools, youth groups 
and school outings,’ says Ed Newell, the Bishop of Oxford’s 
chaplain, who has seen a preview of the film. For further 
information phone 0845 3030005 or visit the website 
www.themiraclemaker.com 


Churches take lead 
on poverty in Africa 

Richard Thomas, Diocesan Director of Communications, 
reports on his visit to Nigeria where he was advising the 
Network of Anglicans in Mission and Evangelism (NAME) 

THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD is hugely wealthy compared 
with much poorer dioceses in other parts of the Anglican 
Communion. One way we can demonstrate our partner- 
ship is by sharing some of our resources. As a practical 
demonstration of our common fellowship, I was asked to 
be an advisor to the recent conference on Poverty in Africa 
held in Nairobi at the beginning of March. It was an his- 
toric conference. The World Bank and a group of 150 
Bishops, Archbishops, and other Church leaders from 20 
African nations agreed with the World Bank on a plan to 
work more closely together to fight poverty and spur eco- 
nomic and social development in Africa. 


Six steps to Common Worship 

The Bishop of Reading (chairman of the Diocesan Liturgical Committee)*explains the 
changeover from the ASB to Common Worship in the second of a series of four articles 


There will be such a variety 
and richness of material that 
it cannot be contained in one 
book so there will be six vol- 
umes. But don’t be alarmed - 
they are resource books and 
my advice is that only clergy 
and lay worship leaders ne^d 
buy them. It is better to ‘cus- 
tomise’ rhe material for local 
use. The six volumes will not 
all be available this year in 
any case and some may not be 
available until 2004. 

The Main Book 

There will be a Main Volume 
or core book containing a 
Service of the Word, 
Morning, Evening and Night 
Prayer (each in traditional 
and contemporary language), 
Thanksgiving for the Gift of a 
Child and Baptism, the 
Psalter, the Calendar, the 
Lectionary, the Collects and 
Post Communion Prayers. It 
will also contain Order 1 and 
Order 2 Holy Communion 
Services. Order 1 is similar to 
Rite A but will have a choice 
of eight Eucharistic Prayers. 
Order 2 is similar to the 
Prayer Book and in tradition- 
al language. 

The Main Volume is intended 
to provide for Sunday services 
and will also contain 
Canticles and various prayers, 
but the Lectionary will only 


give references and not print 
the text. It will be approxi- 
mately 800 pages with quite a 
lot of traditional language ser- 
vices but parishes will be ill 
advised to buy copies for con- 
gregational use. Instead; use 
the cards or booklets that will 
be produced or produce your 
own booklets. It will be much 
cheaper and the services will 
be easier to follow. 

Pastoral Services 

This volume will contain ser- 
vices of Healing, Marriage, 
Funerals and Thanksgiving 
for the Gift of a Child. This 
will be material normally 
used during the week. 

Initiation Services 

This volume has already been 
published and many churches 


Your new PCC will need to 
look at the changeover to 
Common Worship. When* you 
form sub-committees this year, 
why not have a Worship Sub 
Committee entrusted with the 
task of deciding how to make 
the changeover and what 
material you will want to use. 
Liturgy is a vehicle for giving 
an experience of God through 


are using it for services of 
Baptism and Confirmation. 

Times and Seasons 

This volume will contain sea- 
sonal material similar to that 
already used by churches in 
such books as Lent , Holy 
Week y Easter t The Promise of 
His Glory , Enriching the 
Christian Year and Patterns 
for Worship. 

Daily Prayer 

This will contain the Daily 
Office which clergy are oblig- 
ed to say every morning and 
evening. In many churches lay 
people and clergy say the 
office together during the 
week. The material will be 
similar to the material many 
already use in Celebrating 
Common Prayer. This vol- 


word and sacrament so it 
deserves prayerful and careful 
consideration. To help you to 
understand the changeover 
Praxis produce an information 
pack for £5 (£10 extra for 
colour 0HP acetates) obtain- 
able from Sarum College, 19 
The Close, Salisbury SP1 
2EE. Tel: 01722 424815 
Fax: 01722 338508 


ume may not be available 
until 2004. 

The Ordinal 

The Ordinal is the volume 
which contains the services 
for ordaining bishops, priests 
and deacons. It will not be 
available for some time, so 
the ASB Ordinal has been 
approved for use for the next 
five years. The reason for the 
delay is that the Ordinal is 
very much a doctrinal docu- 
ment about ministry. It must 
express the tradition that has 
been passed down as well our 
developing understanding of 
collaboration between clergy 
and laity. It will need to be 
theologically orthodox whilst 
also acknowledging the shape 
of ministry in the third mil- 
lennium. 

Common Worship material 
will be available in a variety 
of forms apart from the six 
volumes of books. There will 
be separate booklets and ser- 
vice cards. Parishes will also 
be able to obtain the text (and 
customise it) from floppy 
disks (in WordPerfect and 
Rich Text Form), ‘Visual 
Liturgy’ modules (with 
add-on modules). It is also 
available from the Internet 
www.cofe.anglican.org 


Why not have a worship committee? 



FORGING NEW LINKS (Left to right) are Canon Chris Sugden, 
executive secretary of NAME and academic director of the 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies; Nat Stanley, treasurer of 
CAPA, Archbishop Robert Okine, chairman of CAPA and 
Richard Thomas 

The agreement, unveiled at the end of the week-long pover- 
ty consultation, chaired by the Archbishop of West Africa 
and facilitated by Dr Agnes Abuom, President of the World 
Council of Churches, marks the first time the Bank has 
partnered on a regional level with the Church. Through 
the new partnership, the Bank and Church will focus on 
development issues ranging from governance and corrup- 
tion to gender equity and post-conflict reconstruction, and 
also aims to break the conspiracy of silence on AIDS. 

In a joint communique hammered out at the end of the 
conference, the Bank and the Church agreed to co-operate 
with governments in testing the channeling of development 
resources through Church programmes. Pilot initiatives 
could take place in a number of areas, such as building cen- 
tres of compassion for HIV/AIDS counselling and care, set- 
ting up rural and urban slum credit unions, and providing 
basic services to communities. 

The Bank will include the Church in national consultations 
on economic and social policy issues and designs of pover- 
ty programmes, and follow-up meetings will be arranged 
on a national basis with the broadest Christian participa- 
tion possible. The Bank also aims to understand better the 
Church’s involvement and capacity in development in par- 
ticular countries. During the next 24 months, the Church 
and Bank will hold further consultations with African gov- 
ernments, the private sector, and other international devel- 
opment institutions. See also World Church page 20 

The full text of the joint communique can be found on the Diocesan 
Website, www.oxford.anglican.org/nairobi 


Oberammergau 2000 


Tht Oberammergau Passion Play is held in Oberammergau 
in Germany every ten years and for many it will be an ideal 
event to commemorate the millennium year. 

The German Travel Centre is offering an exclusive one night 
package which includes: 

■ Tickets to the play ■ Bed and Breakfast 

■ Return airfares from UK to Munich ■ Evening meal and Lunch 

Prices are from £490 per person 

For reservation or further details please call: 

020 8429 2900 CerJ^Ltd aW * 1 

AST A SOttS ATOL 2*77 IATA AAC EXPft 2000 



START BAY near 
DARTMOUTH 

only 1 mile from the sea 
Modern letting fully equipped 
caravans and touring pitches 
set in outstandingly beautiful 
South Hams countryside. 
Heated pool. 

Launderette. 

Close to village amenities. 

Telephone: 

01803 770535 


The Diocese of Oxford needs a 
WEB CO-ORDINATOR 

The Diocese of Oxford working with the Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies and the Network of 
Anglicans in Mission and Evangelism, needs a full 
time Web Co-ordinator to build and manage a Web 
site for each of them. He or she must be able to 
demonstrate ability in building and maintaining a 
professional Web site. The post is for an initial 
period of one year, with a possible further year's 
extension. Flexibility, the ability to work from two 
locations in Oxford to three separate specifications, 
good inter-personal and documentary skills, the 
ability to meet deadlines and the willingness to 
work as part of a Communications team are 
important. Some overseas travel may be required, 
and a commitment to the Christian vision of the 
three groups is essential. 

Salary £21,000 per annum. There is a non con- 
tributary pension scheme. Applications by: noon 
14 April, interviews 9 May 

For information and an application form write to: 

Mrs E T Bowman, Personnel Administrator, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB. 
01865 208201 E personnel@oxford.anglican.org 

We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all 


the Door needs an 

ASSISTANT EDITOR ^ 

The Diocese of Oxford’s lively monthly 
newspaper needs a part-time assistant editor. He 
or she must offer newspaper or magazine desk- 
top publishing experience (Quark Xpress on Apple 
Mac). Flexibility, organising skills (the Editor is 
disorganised ), an eye for detail, an interest in 
design, an ability to cope with deadlines and the 
willingness and experience to cope with everything 
from secretarial support for the Editor to work- 
ing as part of a communications team are impor- 
tant. A commitment to The DOOR'S Christian 
vision is essential. 

Salary: £15,738 payable pro rata to hours 
worked for 3.5 days per week plus one addi- 
tional day per month on press day. There is a 
non-contributory pension scheme. Applications 
by: noon 28 April, interviews: 17 May. 

For information and an application form write to: 

Mrs E T Bowman, Personnel Administrator, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB. 
01865 208201. 

We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all 



The Diocese of Oxford needs a 

Full-time Secretary/ Administrator: 
Finance Department 

We are looking for an exceptional full-time 
Secretary/Administrator. The successful 
applicant should have significant experience in 
organisation/administration and good technical 
ability in WP, PowerPoint and Excel and 
interpersonal skills. You will give secretarial 
and administrative support to a busy team. 

Salary will be on a Senior Personal Secretary 
grade (£14,899 to £16,862). There is a non- 
contributory pension scheme. 

Applications by: noon 14 April, interviews: 9 May 

For further information and an application form 
please contact: 

Mrs E T Bowman, 

Personnel Administrator 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB. 

Telephone: 01865 208201 

We are committed to the promotion of equal 

opportunities for all 
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Comment 


The reality of Easter 


People some- 
times suggest 
that it does not 
really matter 
whether or not 
Christ was raised 
from the dead. St 
Paul disagreed. 

He wrote, ‘If 
Christ has not 
been raised, then our 
proclamation has been in 
vain and your faith has 
been in vain’ (1 Corinthians 
15: 14). I think St Paul was 
right. 

Jesus gave himself totally 
to the one he called ‘Abba’, 
Father. In the name of this 
heavenly Father he pro- 
claimed the presence of the 
long-expected rule of God 
in human affairs. He trust- 
ed this God to the utter- 
most. Yet he ended on the 
cross meditating on Psalm 
22, with its opening line 
‘My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?’. If 
it had really ended there 
Jesus might be regarded as 
a deluded failure. 
Furthermore, if he was a 
deluded failure, what 
becomes of his total trust 
that there is indeed a power 
of love at the heart of the 
universe, one he pictured in 
terms of a loving father? 
And what becomes of our 
faith that this strange, 
painful universe is indeed 
the creation of a God of 
love? For implicit in the 
proclamation of Christ is 
the claim that God himself 
has entered into the flux of 


history, shar- 
ing our human 
predicament 
to the full. 

So much is at 
stake here. 
Not just our 
view of Jesus 
but his convic- 
tion that there 
is a totally trustworthy God 
and therefore our faith that 
this suffering creation is 
indeed the expression of 
love, not indifference. 

So let me return again to 
St Paul. ‘But in fact Christ 
has been raised from the 
dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died ... for 
as in Christ all die, so in 
Christ will all be made 
alive’ (1 Corinthians 15: 
20, 22). In raising Christ 
Jesus from the dead God 
vindicates both Jesus him- 
self and his message. 

So we rejoice. We know 
that as daily we take up the 
cross and seek to keep close 
to Christ, following the 
way of love that he taught 
and lived out, we are walk- 
ing God’s own way, the 
highway that leads to the 
flame of love at the heart of 
the universe, the way that 
opens up beyond space and 
time for all eternity.* 

Easter joy can be very 
real. But it is not there sim- 
ply to give us an emotional 
high. Properly understood, 
it draws us more deeply 
into the way of Christ. 



FROM BISHOP 
OF OXFORD 


Diocesan Appointments 


The Revd Vivienne Baldwin, 
NSM Westbury w. Turweston, 
Shalstone and Biddlesden, to be 
Stipendiary Curate in Charge 
same parishes; the Revd Duncan 
Barnes, Vicar Donnington and 
Bicker, Lincoln Diocese, to be 
Team Vicar Woughton-on-the- 
Green in Woughton Ecumenical 
Parish; the Revd Tracey Doyle, 
OLM Benefice of Winslow, to be 
Assistant Curate in the same 
Benefice; the Revd Glyn Evans, 
Rector Little Compton with 


Chastleton, Cornwell, Little 
Rollright and Salford, to be 
Diocesan Rural Officer; the Revd 
Michael Hall, Vicar Tylers 
Green, retires April; the Revd 
Margaret Hall, Team Minister, 
Great Chesham Team Ministry, 
retires April; the Revd Peter 
Newton, Vicar Knowl Hill w. 
Littlewick, died in February; the 
Revd Ken Reeves, Vicar 
Deddington w. Barford, to take 
house for duty appointment Shill 
Valley & Broadshires Benefice. 


Doubt no longer but believe 


Sister Frances Dominca, founder of Helen House hospice for children, writes ' 


A DOCTOR friend tele- 
phoned me to tell me. A 
young couple was coming to 
Helen House that afternoon 
with their three-week old 
baby son who had been 
starved of oxygen at birth. 
‘They want to talk to you, 
but they have no religious 
belief Do not use the G. 
word,’ my friend warned me. 
They came with their beauti- 
ful, bright little daughter, 
almost two, and their tiny 
son, this child for whom they 
had longed, who was to have 
completed their family 

Over the next days we 
talked often. Both brilliant 
scientists, their gentle, loving 
spirits enfolded their two 
children while they them- 
selves lived and anguished 
hour by hour with the ques- 
tions which had no answers. 

Devastatingly brain-dam- 
aged he could have lived an 
hour or he could have lived 
forty years or more. 
Thirty-nine days after he was 
born, he died gently, in his 
mother’s arms. 

Three days later I stood 
with his parents by his cot in 
the little room where his 
body lay. Aftrer a few 
moments his mother said, 
‘Symbols have never meant 
anything to me before. Now, 
in all the unknowing, they 
are important’. I spoke then 
of the imagery of the 
chrysalis and the butterfly. 

They asked for his funeral 
to be in our chapel. The ser- 


vice they created was per- 
haps the most beautiful I 
have attended. The father 
told of how his son’s 39 days 
of life had changed their 
lives. The mother, in her 
deep contralto voice, sang 
the lullabies she had sung to 
him in his lifetime. Family 
and friends were each invited 
to place one flower on the 
tiny coffin. As they returned 
to their places each one took 
a lighted candle and, at the 
parents’ invitation, thought 


in silence for two or three 
minutes of another child 
who was very special to 
them. Somehow, it was as 
though these other children 
received a gift, a blessing, 
from the baby who was now 


on the other side of death. 

Using the words of the 
physicist, Stephen Hawking, 
in his Spec-Savers advertise- 
ment, ‘For me physics is see- 
ing further, better, deeper’, l 
suggested that this unspeak- 
able tragedy might be the 
means of seeing further, bet- 
ter, deeper - but not of 
understanding. 

1 spoke again of the 
chrysalis and the butterfly. 
Fluffy chickens and 
bunny-rabbits say little to 


me of Resurrection but the 
butterfly in its exquisite 
fragility speaks louder than 
words. The next day his par- 
ents scattered the minute 
handful of ashes, which was 
all that remained of his body, 


under the cherry tree, heavy 
with blossom, in the 
orchard. Butterflies arc often 
to be found in the orchard. 

Thomas was not with the 
others when Jesus appeared 
to them. ‘Unless I see the 
holes that the nails made in 
his hands and can put my 
finger into the holes they 
made, and unless I can put 
my hand into his side. I 
refuse to believe.’ Eight days 
later Thomas was with tbe 
others. Again, the doors 
were locked but Jesus came 
and stood among them. ‘Put 
your finger here’, he said to 
Thomas, ‘Look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand, 
put it into my side. Doubt no 
longer but believe.’ 

Science and symbols can 
take us so far on the.journey. 
But at the end of the day I 
believe that all that is left to 
5 us is to put our hand into the 
hand of the One so awesome 
that the Jews did not dare to 
^ name him, and be led 
| beyond our ken. 
g Jesus said to Thomas: 
| ‘You believe because you can 
£, see me. Happy are those 
who have not seen and yet 
believe.’ 


Sister Frances Dominica is a 
sister of the All Saints Sisters 
of the Poor and is founder and 
director of Helen House, the 
children's hospice, and Of 
Douglas House, a respice for 
young people, soon to be 
established. 



‘Fluffy chickens and bunny-rabbits say little to me 
of Resurrection but the butterfly in its exquisite 
fragility speaks louder than words.’ 


Lent by Barbara Payne 

Riding the groundswell of a cheesefare season 
that left us few resources, here is Lent, 
bearing a raft of halfremembered reasons 
to shrive and fast and promise to repent, 
washing a purple tide across our altars 
to suck and swirl about our stubborn sin 
until our leaning edifices falter 
and fall, and let the cold flood waters in; 
and every year we need a new immersion 
as every year our sea defences fail 
and each Good Friday whispers new subversions 
that say we grew the thorns, and forged the nails; 
but slowly, slowly, now we're under way 
from clouded Ararat to Easter day. 
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Two lines crossing 

Two lines crossing 
Two meanings, 
two directions, 

One links earth with heaven 
One stretches wide 

Here waits my cross 
Its form my daily tension 
Of good I would, and do not 
And evil done despite 


by Salary Phil pot 

In tension lies the testing 
A co-existing struggle 
Of upright struck by 
transverse 

The pain its intersection 

Re-shape my cross, 

Entwine its arms 
The wilful T enfolding 
In the purpose of your love. 


OCDA supports communities to create and develop 
opportunities to meet their economic and social needs, 
it is a not-for-profit organisation based on the co- 
operative values of self-help, democracy and equality. Its 
ethical values are honesty, openness, social responsibility 
and caring for others 

OCDA has been working in Oxfordshire for more than 10 years, 
providing opportunities and supporting local people in: 

♦ Co-operative and Community Business Development 

♦ Community Regeneration work 

♦ Training in a wide range of subjects 

♦ Securing European Funding for Oxfordshire 

♦ Consultancy for those working in the Third Sector 

Some of the ideas that we have recently helped people turn into reality include: a dance 
theatre company, a cleaning and maintenance company, 
a mobile creche service and a dating agency! 

Some of the key achievements in the past 12 months are: 

♦ we have supported 7 new co-operative or community businesses; 

♦ developed a range of accredited training courses and learning 
opportunities for individuals and organisations; 

♦ and launched a new IT training course for the long term 
unemployed 

To find out if we can help you or your organisation achieve what 
you want, please call us on 018650 772822 


«/u/u i m 11k no.rlafnk'icda demon cnuk 




Housekeeper/ 

Cook 

needed to work in a small Christian 
Retreat House near Henley-on-Thames 
from Sept 2000 to Jul 2001 . 
Accommodation in a cottage in the 
grounds. 

Tel: 01491 641543 or further details 

MLR. 

BRICKWORK 

CONTRACTORS 

All types of brickwork undertaken, from a 
small wall to a chimney stack, to a 
complete house or barn conversion. 
Reference supplied. 

PRIVATE OR TRADE 

For your estimate call 

1 01296 42^,041/0973 406152 

>I.H . <11.— — — — a— py wi li r— — — — «— — 
■- •' •• : • •'* • : 



CCTV Surveys 


on all drainage/sewers etc 

• State of the art equipment 

• High quality video footage 
in colour with on-screen 
reporting 

• Full wntten survey report 
within 48 hours 

• Remedial service offered in 
conjunction with the 
findings 

• Public Liability Cover to 
£5,000,000 

• Insurance work undertaken 

SOUTHERN AREA 
SURVEYS 
Tel: 01494 440355 
Mobile; 0973 387566 


READING 

CLOSE TO 
TOWN CENTRE 

TO RENT 

1 BEDROOM 

FLAT 

£500 pern. 

Tel. 0118 958 7857 
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Analysis 


Letters 


to the editor 


Help for asylum-seekers 


‘You are a pro- 
hibited immi- 
grant,’ I was 
told. Fresh out 
of Abingdon 
School, I was on 
a gap year 
before ordina- 
tion training in 
Oxford. After 
four months’ 
travelling I came 
to the Kenyan 
border, to be 
told that within 
four days I must 
either raise some funds, or 
be deported or locked up. 
My Dad bailed me out, but I 
now knew the chill of fear 
that haunts the unwelcome 
stranger. 

Nearly 40 years on I am 
back in the Oxford Dio-cese, 
as Chaplain at Campsfield 
House, ministering to asy-. 
lum-seekers held in deten- 
tion and to those who detain 
them. 

The detainees are all men, 
mostly young, some with 
wives and families in 
England. They are amongst 
the small proportion of asy- 
lum-seekers detained by the 
Immigration Service, usually 
on the grounds that they 
might abscond. 

Some stay a few days or 
weeks; others have been here 
for many months. A few 
have criminal records; most 
have not. Some will eventu- 
ally be released with permis- 
sion to remain; more will be 
turned away. 

Campsfield House looks 
from the outside like a 
prison, and security is 
absolute. Inside detainees 
can move about at will. The 
most popular place is the 
library, where there are 
books in many languages, 
daily papers and computers. 
The multi-gym is well used. 
There are television rooms, a 
shop, craft classes and 


English lessons. 
Meals are 
wholesome and 
respect religious 
observance. It is 
as important for 
me to ensure 
that the 

Muslims can cel- 
ebrate Eid as it is 
to arrange 
Easter services. 
There are three 
rooms for 
prayer and wor- 
ship, and the 
Campsfield Christian 
Fellowship, organised by 
detainees, meets at least 
three times a day. 

Contrary to popular opin- 
ion, Group 4 does not wish 
to operate a harsh regime; 
many officers go beyond the 
call of duty in befriending 
detainees. But where people 
are locked up without 
charge, without knowing 
when or how it will end, 
there is bound to be tension, 
anger and despair. 

I have no role in the judicia- 
ry process for individual asy- 
lum-seekers. I maintain 
contact with a variety of vol- 
untary, statutory and reli- 
gious bodies and I am free to 
contribute to the general 
debate on the wider issues, 
which belongs where the 
rules are made, in 
Parliament. My job is both 
to care for the detainees and 
to support the officers in 
their endeavours to do their 
job decently, compassionate- 
ly and imaginatively. 

How you can help: 

Detainees are short of befrienders: I 
can provide names of those who do 
not have any visitors. People are 
welcome at the Sunday service at 
10.30pm, but must give notice, or to 
assist the Christian ministry at other 
times. Contact me on 10865 
645725; e-mail: 
chaplain@campsfieldhouse. 
freeserve.co.uk 



by Randell Moll 

Chaplain, Campsfield 
House Immigration 
Detention Centre 


Ageing congregations, help for new organists, marriage and divorce, new prayer book 


On the front page of the 
February Door I read: ‘A 
dwindling ageing church 
population and the biggest 
cultural changes for 500 
years mean that most people 
think the Church irrelevant.’ 
Sadly, this gives the impres- 
sion that ageing congrega- 
tions are themselves intrinsi- 
cally irrelevant. This is per- 
haps unintentional given the 
vitality and health of many 
of our particularly rural 
congregations where the 
ministry and evangelistic 
outreach of people who are 
older is of paramount 
importance and value. It is 
these people who are also 
very often making a sacrifi- 
cial financial contribution 
both to the upkeep of 
church buildings, and to the 
mission of the Church at 
home and abroad. The 
ageist language of your 
opening paragraph should 
be as anathema to us as 
racist language. Both belittle 
and undervalue those to 
whom such language refers. 
People of all ages contribute 
to the work of the Church, 
have a role in ministry and 
in an evangelisation strate- 
gy, and are valued by God 
and by his Church. 

Glyn Evans 

Diocesan Rural Officer 


As far as I can establish, 
there are no schemes for 
encouraging or training new 
organists in the Oxford 
area. Only through a con- 
tact in the Peterborough 
Diocese did I find out about 
a ‘Taster Evening’ being 
organised in Kingsthorpe, 
Northampton, by the South 
East Midlands Area of the 
Royal School of Church 
Music. Unless we enthuse 
and train some new people 
to' play the organ it is going 
to become progressively 
harder, in rural areas partic- 
ularly, to provide ‘live’ 
music for worship. The 
Shelswell Benefice already 
has four interested candi- 
dates - but they need profes- 


sional support to enthuse 
them and to provide a flexi- 
ble scheme of training as 
they are all busy at work or 
studying for ‘A’ levels. Is 
there no-one in the Cath- 
edral, or college chapels, or 
big city churches, who 
would be willing to work up 
a practical scheme for train- 
ing new organists for 
Oxfordshire? 

Penny Wood 

Fringford 


At a time when the institu- 
tion of marriage is under 
direct and indirect attack 
from so many quarters in 
this country, I urge Church 
members to speak out 
against the proposals con- 
tained in the report by the 
Church’s working party on 
marriage, Marriage in 
Church after Divorce. 
Richard Thomas, Director 
of Communications, has 
said of this (February 
Door): ‘it really isn’t saying 
much that’s new’. I disagree. 
Indeed, Mr Thomas’ sugges- 
tion that this proposal is 
nothing to get worried 
about is contradicted by the 
chairman of the working 
party, who has said: ‘This 
whole question is too imp- 
ortant for there to be any 
sense of careless hurry’ (The 
TimeSy 25 January). 

Why should we cry out 
against the proposal to 
allow remarriage of 
divorcees in church, which 
is presented by its advocates 
as an act of Christian toler- 
ance and compassion, and 
as a sensible recognition of 
the facts of modern British 
life? In my opinion, there 
are many reasons: 

• It goes against Jesus’ 
teaching on divorce, which 
should, it seems to me, be 
the end of the argument. 
During his earthly mission, 
Jesus was compassionate, 
but also strict: he knew, bet- 
ter than many of our 
Church and secular leaders, 
that strictness can also be a 
form of love. 


• It runs counter to the 
Christian view of marriage 
as symbolising the love of 
Christ for his Church, a love 
which endures in better and 
worse times, wealth and 
poverty, sickness and health. 

• It makes a nonsense of the 
marriage vows, and of the 
Church’s view, still support- 
ed by the members of the 
working party, that Chris- 
tian marriage is a lifelong 
commitment. The Church 
cannot have it both ways. 

• The conditions supposedly 
attached to the remarriage 
of divorcees will almost cer- 
tainly prove unworkable 
and, just as happened with 
abortion, remarriage only in 
certain circumstances will 
soon become remarriage 
virtually on demand. 
Attempting to apply the 
conditions would require of 
a priest amazing powers of 
judgement in the face of 
partial evidence, and expose 
him or her to many 
unpleasant conflicts. 

• At a time when our soci- 
ety is experimenting with 
disastrous alternatives to 
the traditional family, which 
are leading to so much mis- 
ery and anti-social behav- 
iour, it is the Church’s duty 
to society to stand by Chri- 
stian marriage. The Church 
has spoken out against 
other evils of our age, such 
as materialism and greed: 
why should it surrender in 
the face of the high divorce 
rate? 

Do we really think that the 
wisdom of late twentieth 
century Britain is greater 
than the wisdom of two 
millennia of Christian tradi- 
tion regarding marriage? 
Worse: do we feel that, in 
this area of human life, our 
Lord got it wrong? 

I call on all within the 
Church who feel as I do to 
make their views known in 
any way they can to those 
who will make the decision 
on this matter. 

Alan Tonkyn 

Reading 


I thank Bishop Dominic for 
giving such an informative 
account of the introduction 
of the new prayer book, 
Common Worship. I have 
heard so little about it that I 
thought that the change was 
a long way ahead. 

I regret very much that there 
is yet another revision of 
our prayer book. It was 
hard enough changing from 
the Book of Common 
Prayer to the ASB. If any 
change was to have been 
made it should have been 
made back to the BCP. The 
ASB had its shortcomings 
and its good points. It was 
too large and complicated 
for the infrequent churchgo- 
er to follow. On the other 
hand, the ASB is complete: 
all services are in it includ- 
ing the epistles, gospels and 
the psalms. 

The main part of worship in 
Church is tradition and the 
breaking up of the tradition- 
al language of the BCP has 
broken up the tradition of 
churchgoing.The language 
of the BCP is wonderful and 
moving and there is no need 
to give into the modern 
idiom in order to appease 
trendy groups such as the 
feminists. The word ‘men’ 
in the Bible and the BCP 
must be taken in the proper 
context and can mean 
‘mankind’. 

Bishop Dominic says that 
there will be six volumes 
and a psalter, which worries 
me greatly. Think of the 
sidesmen who have to give 
out the correct books for 
each service. This all sounds 
to me like the proverbial 
camel, a horse put together 
by a committee. 

Also, parishes all over the 
country will have their own 
variation of their services, 
so that when a member of 
our Church visits another 
parish, they will be lost 
when trying to follow the 
service. 

Richard Lawson 

Maidenhead 


MONUMENT LOANS 


GETTING A LOAN ISN’T DIFFICULT 
IF YOU HAVE A PROPERTY 


♦ CCJS 

♦ EX BANKRUPTS 

♦ DEFAULTS 

♦ MISSED MORTGAGE PAYMENTS 


ACCEPTED 

ACCEPTED 

ACCEPTED 

ACCEPTED 


♦ TRUE SELF DECLARATION FOR CLIENTS UNABLE TO PROVIDE INCOME 

ACCEPTED 

♦ ELDERLY CLIENTS AND PENSIONERS ANY AGE ACCEPTED 

♦ LOANS FOR ANY PURPOSE ACCEPTED 

♦ LOANS FROM £5.000 to £250.000 AVAILABLE ACCEPTED 

CALL FREEPHONE 0800 0742459 

ABSOLUTE DISCRETION ASSURED - “FAST SERVICE" 

PAYMENT PROTECTION AVAILABLE IN MOST CASES. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU 
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR LOAN SECURED ON IT 


Language Travel 

■ 2000 

HOST FAMILY REGISTER 
IS NOW OPEN 

If you live in Oxford and can offer a home from home to 
European teenagers this summer, we can offer you: 

* Prompt payment 

* A full programme of organised student activities 

* Experienced local staff 

* 24 hour emergency support 


Tel: Annika on 01865 200720 

The No.1 in Language Travel 


£F 


EuroTek Computing Ltd 


Come and see us at our 
showroom. Lots of items in 
stock. Monitors, Modems, 
Memory!, Hard Disks, Video 
Cards, Software etc. Internet 
Solutions. 

Lots of FREE PARKING. 
Tel: 01296 615303/393 
Fax: 01296 615304 

WEB: www.eurotekcomputing.co.uk 



At the Bucks 
Goat Centre 
Stoke 
Mandeville 
A4010- 
Princes 
Risborough 




20% m 

All Printer 
Cartridges with 
this voucher 
until 31/03/200& 


Open 7 Days a week 
Mon-Sat 9.00-5.00pm Sun 10.00-4.00pm 


WANTED 

TICKET SELLERS 

Cancer charity ticket 
sellers/ team leaders 
Good commission and 
over rides, no outlay, paid 
daily 

01832 735418 

1 Discover Your ANCESTORS I 
LET US TRACE YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY 

For FREE estimate write to: 

ANCESTORS 

FREEPOST 1162 
/DOVER, KENT CT17 9QYDP/ 


Jp Jp 

• I BOSKS • 
» OF MR OWII » 

® fOetklMj (fern kmt ^ 
9/iUU tiht (ikiiMlU 9 

9 ui *f ctsis 

® IzuUtnl Hint* 9 

9 Phone 9 
9 07932 156 654 # 
9 For Your Free 9 
^ Information Pack ^ 

email thenumbersgam«($yahoo.co.uk 

■jjl^ 


WANTED 


Men and 
Women to lose 
weight in 30 
days 

100% Natural 
Product 

Call ZO 

tel: 01255 430800 

www.hidint.com 
(Access code: Zoni) 


DO YOU VALUE YOUR 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 


Would you like to help churches in developing > 
countries to produce their own books? 

We have been doing this for over 300 years. Projects ■ 
include mini-libraries for local church leaders; locally | 
produced worship and teaching books. Christian books for . 
village, hospital and college libraries. We need your help to I 
continue this ministry. You can make a real difference. | 

Would you like more information? Would x v 

you like to make a donation? Just fill in /jk 
this coupon and send to: ( I 

SPCK Worldwide, Freepost London NW1 1YE tnrsrinmm I 
or phone 0207 387 5282 ttwaw ” J 

Name (please print): 

Address: 

Postcode 


I enclose a donation of £ 


(cheques payable to SPCK Worldwide) 

Please send me more information hcn 231m or 


ACCOMMODATION TOR 
HOUSEHOLD WORK 

Family house, near Wendover, Bucks, 
needs housekeeper to assist the family 
in its upkeep! Would suit middle-aged 
person, preferably with car, who likes a 
rural environment. 

Separate annex accommodation 

Contact 01494-75848 for more details 


r HOUSEWORK "I 

■ Our Professional Staff Clean Your Home ■ 

With Care to the Highest Standard 

■ • ALL STAFF REFERENCED AND INSURED 

| • LATEST F.Ql JTPMENT | 

I# ECOSAFE PRODUCTS 

■ • REGULR OR ONE-OFF CLEANS 
1 • ALL AREAS COVERED 

I CALL CHORES TODAY - 0118 934 2666 • 

Unit 2 

Longficld House, 
Longficld Rd, Twyford 
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Wanted:- 

Copy of the New Living Life 
Application Bible. 
Original version printed before 
1996. Please ring Mrs Waller 

01189 677316 



RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 


Located in a picturesque riverside village, offering 
long/short term accommodation, 
all with full 24 hour care. 

For further details please contact Matron, 
Ms Kate Bronock s.r.n., r.s.c.n. 
on Goring (0X491) 873397 

Lvndhurst Road. Goring-on-Thames. Berks RG8 9BL 


Are y0C/a full time carer? 
Would YOU like a break...? 

LPMA can offer: 

^Respite care for 
Methodist members or 
their dependents 

Dpeace of mind for 
long-term carers 

DFive Mutual Aid 
Homes homes in 
England where respite 
care places may be 
available 

Go on holiday or take a break at home, 
knowing that your relative or friend is being 


LPMA Homes, 
Head Office, 
Dept. D, 
89 High Street, 
Rickmansworth, 
Herts, WD3 1EF 
Tel: 01923 775856 


looked after in a professional, caring 
environment. 

For further details, please contact: 

ipmnH omes 

Christian Care for those we looe 

Registered Charity No. 213001 

Mutual Aid Homes t/a LPMA Homes. Registered under the 
Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965 No. 17603R 




How would you like to spend the night sleeping on this 
Ad? Thousands of homeless people do precisely that. 
There are reasons for each person, many are mentally 
ill. Others have alcohol or drug problems. Some simply 
cannot cope. 

There are no set rules to being homeless. 

That’s where The Passage can help. The Passage is 
more than a Day Centre. It’s home for hundreds of 
‘roofless’ people each day. 

We give them food, clothing and a shower. We can 
offer them Help, Advice, Counselling, Medical Care 
plus a Job Club are just some of the services preparing 
the way for our resettlement work. 

Yet, we have to rely on your help to continue. 

Every homeless person we help costs an average of £5 
each day. With many hundreds in our care, it’s a 
thought worth sleeping on. 

Please be generous, send your donation to: Sr Bridie 
Dowd DC, The Passage, Department DO 03/2000, St 
Vincent’s, Carlisle Place, London SW1P 1NL. 


Please send me more information about The Passage 



Cheques made payable to: The Passage 

Name 

Address ~ 


Registered Charity No. 287297 




Places for peac 


Started in 1992 in Stoke Poges, The Quiet Garden Trust offers places for prayer and quiet There are over 16 
area of London, a children's home in Brazil, in central Jerusalem and a eucalypt forest in Tasmania. C 



Philip Roderick and the Coopers in the first Quiet Garden (FrankBlackv^ll) 


How it all began 

Philip Roderick, Director of the Trust, pictured 
above right, explains how the idea started 


In our garden in High 
Wycombe on a sunny May 
afternoon in 1992, Jill and I 
were enjoying the peace. I 
had recently returned from 
study leave when I visited 
Christian retreat and spiritu- 
ality centres in India and 
America. It had left me with 
a real sense of mission. 

It had taken many years of 
Christian discipleship for a 
particular penny to drop. In 
verses in the gospels, such as 
Mark 6:31, I suddenly was 
made aware that Jesus regu- 
larly discerned when to stop 
all that he was doing and to 
go into a wild or beautiful 
place to pray: a boat on the 
lake, a trek up the mountain, 
an hour in an olive garden. 
Sometimes he went alone, 
but often with close disciples. 
This step-aside time was 
often before or after major 
teaching events. 

I felt powerfully that Jesus 
was teaching by example. I 
was being challenged as a 
Christian educator to 
embody this myself and to 
make provision for it in 
training others. In a hyperac- 
tive world and a hyperactive 
Church we need both to pro- 
vide and validate an accessi- 
ble place for withdrawal and 


spiritual replenishment. 

In that garden latent 
thoughts and ideas came into 
focus. I turned to my wife: 
‘We need someone to lend us 
a house and a garden. We 
could call it the Quiet 
Garden.’ As an adolescent, I 
had written a poem which 
contained the line ‘a falling 
flower in a quiet garden’. The 
line re-surfaced and the pro- 
ject was named. 

I mentioned this idea for a 
low-cost, locally accessible 
home retreat to my students 
at the Chiltern Christian 
Training Programme. A mere 
two or three weeks later, one 
of them telephoned to say 
that I ought to meet Geoffrey 
and Noreen Cooper of Stoke 
Poges (above, left). They had 
recently, in their retirement, 
purchased a house that was 
too big for them. In her 
urgency to buy the house, 
Noreen had felt strongly that 
some Christian organisation 
was meant to use the wing. 
We met and enjoyed each 
others’ company. It was per- 
fect: the Coopers had a wing 
and I had a prayer. The first 
Quiet Garden opened that 
September in Stoke Park 
Farm and The Quiet Garden 
Movement was born. 


Quiet Gardens in the Oxford Diocese 


Berkshire 

Anam Cara, Streatley on 
Thames* 01491872201 
Franciscan Ecumenical 
Community, Speen 
01635 552240 
Stanford Dingley QG* 

01189 744113 

The Oak House QG, Caversham 
01189 476067 
The QG in Ascot 01344 
621167 

The QG, Windsor 

01753 830793 

The Quiet Place at Birch Knoll, 

Crowthome 

01344 772578 


Buckinghamshire 

The Pnestwood QG 
01494 864605 
The QG at Lily Farm, Princes 
Risborough 01494 488268 


The QG, High Wycombe 01494 
534882 

The QG, Stoke Poges 
01753 644273 
The Wilding, Lock Island, 
Marlow 01628 473488 


Oxfordshire 

Handywater QG at Sibford 
01295 780660 
St Luke's Hospital Garden, 
Headington 01865 228878 
The Centre for Reflection, Aston 
Tirrold 01491 652024 
The Grove QG, Deddington* 
01869 338186 
The QG, Balscote, Banbury 
01295 738194 

Those marked * offer accom- 
modation. A full list of gar- 
dens world-wide is available 
from The Quiet Garden Trust 



Inner space in a small garden: the Quiet Garden at Windsor 


‘Aiming at inner space 
and silence’ 


Quiet Gardens do not have to be acres of rural 
peace: some are small and in noisy places 


WE ARE IN A SMALL house 
in an ordinary close’, says 
Sister Janet Wilcox of the 
Franciscan Community in 
Speen, ‘a new but well estab- 
lished order dedicated to 
working and praying for 


Christian unity’. The garden 
and house, which has a small 
chapel, are open from April to 
September; it is essential to 
phone in advance. They can 
also offer long-term spiritual 
direction and Ignatian retreats. 


BARBARA CLARK, a retired 
doctor, lives in a ‘small ter- 
raced house with a small gar- 
den’ (pictured above) in 
Windsor and has had a 
steady stream of people com- 
ing on the first Monday each 
month for the past five years. 
‘None of them seems to mind 


the smallness,’ she says. 
There is usually some input 
from a speaker to lead them 
into silence - although the 
house is right under the 
Heathrow flight path. ‘That 
doesn’t matter; we are aim- 
ing an inner silence.’ 


THE PHYSICAL SPACE at 

Caroline Armstrong’s anam 
cara at Streatley on Thames is 
also tiny: a terraced house 
and a 16 x 20 foot garden. ‘I 
can provide a base for some- 
one to sit in the garden or 
from which they can walk up 
the hill or to the river,’ she 
says. ‘And there is metaphor- 


ical space for people to find a 
garden within themselves.’ As 
a psychotherapist, she can 
offer a Myers Briggs day ‘as a 
way to talk about what is 
happening in your life’. 
Visitors must phone to book a 
time to come, usually on a 
Monday once a month. 


In a Quiet Garden 

Brigid Boardman 

When I walked in the Lenten garden 
The buds on the trees were as hard 
As the stones of the path at my feet 
Or the stone hid in my heart. 

Then I walked in the Passiontide Garden 
With Gethsemane still in my heart; 

The buds were beginning to break - 
Yet all I could find was a tomb 
Sealed with a greater stone. 

But again I walked in the Garden 
And I saw how the trees were in bloom; 

Shrine for an empty tomb 
With the stone rolled away — 

And the stone in my heart was raised 
By the promise of Easter Day. 

From In a Quiet Garden: meditations and prayerful reflections by 

Brigid Boardman & Philip Jebb (Downside Abbey £10). It looks at garden 
imagery in the Bible, Christian writers and particularly the poets, and gives 
suggestions for meditation. It is available from bookshops, Quiet Garden 
hosts, or the publishers (add £2 extra for postage): Downside Abbey 
Publications, Stratton on the Fosse, Bath BA3 4RH 
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iace and prayer 

"here are over 180 Quiet Gardens in five countries: in a hospital for AIDS sufferers in Uganda, an inner city 
st in Tasmania. Clare Wenham talked to the owners of some of the 16 Quiet Gardens in our Diocese 



Lily Farm near Princes Risborough 


‘It was so peaceful that a 
deer came to graze by me’ 

Gospatric and Diana Home have two acres at Lily 
Farm near Princes Risborough 


We have known about the 
Quiet Garden Trust for sev- 
eral years but opened our 
garden (pictured above and 
below right) for the first 
time last year, one Sunday a 
month from April to 
September. We started slow- 
ly but in July we had 35 peo- 
ple. 

We asked local clergy to 
lead the meditations and we 
were amazed at their great 
gifts. We would start the day 
in the living room round a 
fire with some teaching and 
meditation, and meet again 
at the end to share what we 
had experienced. It rained 
for the first three but most 
people went outside all the 


same for a quiet lunch in the 
summer houses or the porch. 
The peace we sensed was 
incredible. I found myself 
standing in a patch of wood- 
land with my rainhat and 
raincoat on and was feeling 
the peace and stillness when 
I saw a deer grazing near 
me. It reminded me of those 
paintings by Margaret 
Tarrant of Jesus with the 
animals. Where Jesus is, 
there is peace; the animals 
sense the complete security. I 
think that the Quiet Gardens 
is an important ministry; it 
is clearly meeting a need. 

Diana Home 


Handywater Quiet Garden, Sibford Gower, Oxon. 

‘A party when nobody talks’ 

Sue Colquhoun’s Quiet Garden is at Handywater 
Farm, Sibford Gower 


Noreen and Geoffrey Cooper 
(shown top left in their garden, 
and left in the small picture) felt 
that they should use the gar- 
den and a wing of their large 
house at Stoke Park Farm for 
Christian work just when 
Philip Roderick was looking 
for somewhere to launch the 
Quiet Gardens. 

They are open to visitors twice 
a week in school term: 30-50 
people come on Thursdays for 
a teaching programme; on 
Fridays there is Holy Com- 
munion and otherwise people 
are free to sit, walk, pray or 
read. ‘It’s an ideal place for an 
Alpha day or clergy retreat/ 
says Noreen Cooper. 

The Trust office is also at 


Stoke Farm: below with the 
Coopers celebrating five years 
of Quiet Gardens are Jackie 
Lock, Administrator (centre, 
glass raised), Penny Doe, Co- 
ordinator (back right) and Jay 
Green, Consultant (front right). 


Your garden is affiliated to 
the Trust but you are left to 
arrange it as you feel it works 
best. What our team of three 
or four people in the benefice 
have decided is to open once 
a month, from April to 
October (excluding August) 
for a led day. We feel we will 
reach more people by doing 
something specific. 

The kitchen is always acces- 
sible and people bring a 
packed lunch. Lunchtimes 
may be silent, or we may be 
read to, or we talk round the 
table; it depends on the 
speaker. If the weather is 
bad, there is enough space in 
the house for everyone to 
have a window to sit by, and 
we switch off the phones. 
People who have not been on 
a quiet day before think it 
will be boring sitting still all 
day. I say it’s like a party 
when nobody talks. You are 


given things to mull over, a 
chance for things to happen 
to you. 

Afterwards the same people 
usually say, ‘The time 
flashed by; I feel so 
refreshed!’ It’s a chance to 
come to grips with the world, 
themselves and others 
around them. It’s a chance 
for space and time - which 
are much in shortage these 
days. Unfortunately ‘doing 
nothing’ is the last thing on 
people’s agenda; it gets 
crowded out. 

Sue Colquhoun 

The programme starts 18 April; 
see What's On for details. Sue 
also produces a list of Bed and 
Breakfast for Garden Lovers. To 
get one, write with an 11x22 cm 
addressed envelope and four 
loose first class stamps to her at: 
BBGL, Handywater Farm, 

Sibford Gower, Banbury 0X15 
5AE. Website: www.bbgl.co.uk 


The terrace, Lily Farm, owned by Diana and Gospatric Home 



‘ Praying heart’ at the centre 


To find out more 


Each Quiet Garden has a 
character of its own and is, 
of course, open to all. Some 
offer quiet space, maybe 
with periods of led contem- 
plative prayer; others offer a 
more formal programme of 
teaching on Christian spiri- 
tuality. Whatever the model, 
the primary focus is on 
prayer and stillness. 

At the heart of this ministry 
is a small team that 
resources the vision. This 


group is the ‘praying heart’ 
of the local Quiet Gardens. 
It is equally important to 
have the blessing of clergy 
and church leaders of all 
denominations. Each garden 
is affiliated to The Quiet 
Garden Trust which offers 
pastoral support to Quiet 
Gardeners as well as those 
beginning this ministry of 
hospitality and prayer. 

Jackie Lock 
Administrator, 
Quiet Garden Trust 


Write to: The Quiet Garden Ttust, Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Road, Stoke Poges, Bucks SL2 4PG 

Telephone: 01753 643050 

Fax: 01753 643081 

E-mail: quiet.garden@ukonline.co.uk 

Visit the web site: 

http://web.ukonline.co.uk/members/quiet.garden 

Come and meet us: at the Christian Resources 
Exhibition, Sandown Park 16-19 May and in the 
prayer tent and the charities tent at Pentecost 
2000 at Weedon Park near Aylesbury 1 1 June 


NEW YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITY 

Hav* you mmi Hn light? 

• Unique business opportunity 
• Excellent profit margins on proven lighting products 
Ideal opportunity for those with existing contracts in the commer- 
cial, industry and education fields 
• We offer excellent support. 

For further details, contact Carol on 01494 526051 


ALBION INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 

INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRE 

Host Families required for International students attending 
short courses in Oxford. 

Must live within the Oxford Ring Road 

Enquiries to Joanna Jeffs 
on 07721 033733 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact: David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

(01271) 817093 



(T 




Wedding 

and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children’s and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie’s Bridal Wear 

Reading 
(0118) 9508959 






The 

Salutation 

An Art Exhibition 
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STAGEDOOR 



DANCE, BALLET, 
DRAMA, ELOCUTION 

Tuition for girls and boys and grown ups 
near Brackley 

QUALIFIED STAFF 

Details: Ann Steedman 01295 760398 
www. webstart, free-online.co.uk 


Christian Education - 
putting faith into action 



The Abbey School 
Kendrick Road 
Reading 
RG1 5DZ 


Preparatory and Junior Departments 
girls aged 4-10 years. 

Senior Department 
girls aged 11-18 years. 
Scholarships and Assisted Places 
available. 

First class examination results. 
Opportunities in science, information 
technology, languages, music and sport. 

Telephone The Secretary 
now for further details: 

0118 987 2256 

The Abbey school exists to educate 
academically able girls. 

Registered Charity No. 309115 


It used to be that you tried it to check if it worked. However, 
today's post-modern teenager prefers the dictum: “If it works, I'M 
try it”. If the relevance is shown then co-operation and enthusiasm 
is forthcoming. 

For Christian schools, and for teachers who are able to share the 
Christian faith in their place of work, the challenge of relevance is high on 
the agenda. 

At Kingham Hill, a boarding and day school in Oxfordshire, we have 
found the young people in this formative 11-18 age group want to see that 
Christianity works before they get involved. We have discovered that the 
best way of demonstrating our faith is to put it into action. 

No one denies that there is an intimate and personal faith which is 
impossible to quantify. But, there is also a desire among the youth of today 
to see a tangible truth. 

In the same way that our students have taken to the practical, but 
demanding, GNVQs for post- 16 education, so too have they taken to other 
tangible work, outside the classroom. 

So it was that in a Life Skills class, when world poverty was discussed 
and the question was aired: “Is this relevant to us?" The answer came, not 
in the guise of well-constructed essays, but in an appeal and an aid trip to 
Romania. 

Little ideas grew into an enormous vision, twelve months down the line 
18 students left for Romania with a 32-tonne truck of specifically requested 
aid on a ten-day life-changing adventure. 

There is nothing like peer pressure! Students returned to tell their friends 
what they had seen and what they had been able to achieve in a short 
space of time. Five years later a centre is built, 70 students from the school 
have visited, £40,000 of aid taken, all from a school of only 230 students. 

More recently, during the summer of 1999, a dozen staff and students put 
their faith into action in Zimbabwe with the international relief agency, 
Tearfund. Using the school’s experience of organising overseas trips, and 
Tearfund’s international exp-erience of supporting community projects, 
Kingham Hill students made a significant difference in the lives of adults 
and children in this AIDS-ridden area of Africa. 

Over the past few years, students have taken aid and assistance to the 
developing world. But, they have brought back a new perspective on 
themselves, on society and on their faith. For many, their view of 
Christianity has deepened and become real. 

And all this from the simple question asked by so many of today’s young 
people: “Is this relevant to us?" 

Of course, you can put your faith into action in this country too. We have 
an active group at Kingham Hill working in local communities too, from 
Brownie packs to Old People’s Centres. 

But, to make Christianity relevant in schools across the UK, we must 
demonstrate it. Yes, through our classes and through our lives. But we 
must be prepared to take it further by putting our faith into action. 

Rev. Steve Hayes, Chaplain, Kingham Hill School, Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire. Tel 01608 658999. 


We can help you to support 
your child’s learning 

For details of how you can make great savings on purchases of 

Dorling Kindersley 

BOOKS & CD-ROM 

Tel: 01295 680433 

hMiiv Ijabmv, DKFL Learning Resources Independent Advisers 




St. Mary’s School 

Ascot 

a leading Roman Catholic boarding 
school for 350 girls aged 11-18 



Open Morning 


for prospective parents and pupils 

Saturday 20th May, 2000 

10.15am - 1pm 

Strong Catholic ethos 

• 

High academic standards 
Oxbridge preparation 

Good, well developed pastoral care system 

Full and varied weekend activities programme 

• 

Entry at 11, 13 and 16 
Situated close to M3, M4, M25 
and London Heathrow 
For details please contact Mrs Young on 

(01344) 293614 

or e-mail admissions@st-marys-ascot.co.uk 


MODERN MUSIC 

RENDING 

The principle dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. Tne range beings with:- 

Opus 1 Opus 5 

Single manual instrument Twin manual instrument 
with 20 Digital Sampled with 32 note pedal board 
Voices 19 Digital Sampled Voices 

7 Factory Presets 7 Factory Presets 

7 User Presets 7 User Presets 

Melodic Bass and Single Powerful built in 
Finger Chords Amplifiers and Speakers 

Powerful built-in with Reverb and line-out 

Amplifiers and Speakers for optional external 
with Reverb speakers 

£1,745 inc. VAT £3,495 inc. VAT 

For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 

MODERN MUSIC CENTRE, 

120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7QA. 

Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 

E-mail: Sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modem-music.co.uk 

Also branches at: 

Abingdon Basingstoke 

01 235 52431 6 01 256 464663 


SPOTLIGHT 
THEATRE 
SCHOOL 

hold classes in 
ballet, tap, modern 
and jazz dance, 
drama and singing' 

For children aged 
4 to 16 years and 
adult classes 

Enquiries: 

Pat Dickson 
(01865) 717358 





SCHOOL 
PROBLEMS 

Talk to a specialist 

ROS CURWOOD 
Educational Therapist 
01 18 988 4356 

e.mail: 

ros.curwood@btinternet.com 
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Cokethorpe 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 Years 


Open Morning Saturday 6th May 
9.30am - 12.00 Noon 


Extended Day 8.30am-5.00pm 
Extensive local school bus service 


I Small Classes 
I Outstanding pastoral care 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon 0X8 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class 
education for every pupil. 


Reading Blue Coat School 

Holme Park, Sonning-on-Thames, Berkshire RG4 6SU 
Girls 16-18 Day. Boys 11-18 Day and Boarding 

OPEN MORNING 


Saturday 6th May, 2000 ~ 9.30am - 12.30pm 

* A strong academic tradition which encourages every student to 
develop their strengths and abilities 

1 Well motivated co-educational Sixth Form 

* Imaginative Creative Arts programme 

* Superb grounds and. facilities for sports and games 

* Daily coaches to the School from local area 

1 Thriving World Challenge and Outdoor pursuits 
Guided Tours of the School at 9.30am meeting pupils and 
staff followed by a presentation by the 
Headmaster Mr James McArthur at 11.30am 
Telephone 0118 944 1005 

The Headmaster and School are in membership of HMC, SHMIS, BSA and GBA 
Reading Blue Coat School exists to provide education for children 
Registered Charity No. 309023 


MINDFUL 

PILGRIMAGE 

A six-day healing walk through * 
historic and sacred places 
Three options- 

7 - 13 May: Avebury to Abingdon 
9-15 July : Tewkesbury to Abingdon 
3-9 Sept: Avebury to Abingdon 
Details from: Richard Yeo, 30 East St Helen's St., 
Abingdon,OX14 5EB Tel: 01235 534659 


ORGANIST & 

ENQIRMASTER/MISTRESS 

required for St Mary s Church, Henley-on-Thames. 

Details from The Rector, St Mary’s Rectory, 
Hart Street, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. RG9 2AU 

Tel: 01491 577340 



v Christian Conference 
Centre 

ViflMB Pepular Prt-iriMlsii Htllliys 



First Class Reputation Based on the Following - 
Excellent and plentiful cuisine * Superb value for money 
Wide range of sports facilities 
Well equipped conference hall 
Beautiful building and 12 acres of private grounds 
Happy, relaxed atmosphere 
Number of superb meeting rooms/lounges 

Organised holidays include ~ 

EASTER CELEBRATION 

20th-25th April 2000 

SUMMER BREAK 

1 7th-20th July 2000 

FAMILY SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

5th-12th August & 1 2th-1 9th August 

Contact us on 01 825 840295 

for your FREE copy of our 2000 Diary of Events 
or to discuss your requirements 

Pilgrim Hall, Easons Green, Uckfield, 
East Sussex TN22 5RE 

Fax: 01825 840017 EMail: pilghall@aol.com 



OLD ALRESF0RD PLACE 

Alresford, Hamphire S024 9DH 
Tel/Fax 01962 732518 

e-mail old.alresford.place@ dial.pipex.com 


April 17-19 Quiet Days for Holy Week 

May 27-28 Faith, Fun & Foolishness with Roly Bain 

May 30-June 2 “The Mystery of Woundedness” with Trevor Nash 
July 20-23 “Live for a Change” with Francis & Elizabeth Dewar 
Full details from The Warden 
Charity Number 1065509 

The Charity exists for Spiritual Refreshment and Learning 


OFFA HOUSE 

Coventry Diocesan Retreat & Conference Centre 
A place of Renewal and Peace in Beautiful Countryside 
We welcome enquiries from Groups and/or Individuals 
plus 

SPRING A SUMNER 
PR0GRANNE INCLUDES 

7-9 April ‘Going up to Jerusalem ’ - Open Lent Retreat 
A weekend of Spiritual Pilgrimage 

with Canon John Gunstone 

26-28 May ‘Overwhelmed by Love’ - A Julian Retreat 
A weekend to focus on tho extent of God’s love 

with Rev’d David Pettifor 


16-18 June ‘Healing the Land' 

Weekend Raising the Profile of Healing 

with Rev’d Russ Parker 

Director of Acom Christian Healing Trust 


7-9 August Open our Eyes Lord’ - An Open Retreat 
using images and the visual in prayer 

with Canon Barbara Baisley 

24-29 August INDIVIDUALLY GUIDED RETREAT 

Retreat for 6 Days or part 

with Jessie Spreadbury, Rev’d Paul Hunt and Team 

Full details and our programme for 2000: 

The Warden, Offa House, Offchurch, 
Leamington Spa CV33 9AS 
Tel: 01926 423309 
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Buckinghamshire Association for the Blind 

B.A.B. 

Have you the occasional hour available to visit a blind or 
partially sighted person in their own home somewhere 
in Bucks? Help with correspondence, going for a walk, 
the occasional shopping trip - are all much appreciated. 
We would also like to hear from volunteers who would 
be happy to help occasionally with driving our members 
to their local social club - we have 10 clubs at venues 
across Bucks. 

Your help would be much appreciated. 

Training provided and petrol expenses paid. 

For more information please call 
Lindsay Smith 01296 487556 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

•^OUSE 

NURSING HOME 


Oxon OX17 1SD 
Telephone: (01295) 750513 


HEMPTON FIELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER ICKNIELD WAY, CHINNOR, OXON OX9 4EB 


STRENGTHEN YOUR 


E SYSTEM NATURALLY 


Shanshui Fresh Royal Jelly Liquids contain virtually all the vitamins, 
enzymes, trace elements and other natural health-giving substances of 
plants. The immune system is accustomed to these by millions of years of 
evolution, but more are now needed than ever before to neutralise the toxic 
residues in food, cope with the pressures of modern life, improve stamina, 
prevent disease, delay ageing and assist recovery from illness, accident or 
surgery. 

These liquids should be taken daily from infancy to old age. 

Why take inferior chemical substitutes? 

The Shanshui Formulae and Prices 
Royal Jelly Royal Jelly + Ginseng Royal Jelly + Propolis + Pollen 
24 days supply of any one formula £9.50 per box 

60 days supply of any one formula £16.50 per box 

Or in boxes containing 4 bottles of each formula 


EMU MASSAGE OIL 


Australian Aborigines have used Emu Oil since time immemorial! Now 
used by 80% of U.S.A. NBA sports team therapists and masseurs to 
relieve arthritic pain, injuries, strained ligaments, joints, muscles etc. 

50 ml bottles £9.00 each 

Please Send Order with Cheque or Credit Card Number & Expiry Date to: 

L & M BROWN Ltd P.O. Box 3018 Bournemouth BH4 8ZR 

Tel: 01202 741176 Fax: 01202 710749 

Information booklet with all orders or send a stamped addressed envelope. 



CHILDREN IN 


The Forgotten Children 

Children in Distress is a Christian based charity providing quality of life and 
dignity in death to the terminally ill children in Romania, Belarus and Bulgaria. We 
also work with the refugees from Kosovo and the victims of the recent earthquakes 
in Turkey. 

On Christmas Day we can make a difference by shining a light of hope and love 
into the lives of these children, by showing them that somebody, somewhere, cares. 
The success of the Shoebox Appeals campaign means that this year we anticipate 
sending 350,000 boxes to the children in our care. We also distribute presents 
amongst the underprivileged schoolchildren in the nearby villages. 

However, we also need to create a brighter future for these children for the 
remainder of the year. The work of Children in Distress is a 24-hour per day, 365 
days per year operation. It never stops. 

• Why not make a donation? Please make cheques/postal orders made payable to 

'Children in Distress' 

• You could sponsor a child for £10 per month - your money will help us provide 

food, essential medicine and specialist care for these terminally ill children. 

• Why not organise a nappy party - we need 6,000 nappies every day. 

• 1 am a nurse/doctor and would like to know more about volunteering to help in 

Romania/Albania. 

• Would you consider leaving a legacy to help these children? 

Can you help care for these children? 

For further details please write to: 

Revd. Dr John Walmsley 

Children in Distress, Unit 2, Thirsk Industrial Park, York Road 
Thirsk, Y07 3BX 

Tel: 01845 526272, Fax: 01845 526291 
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RICHMOND JOSH, age 10, and his sister 

SARAH, age 9, need a 
permanent long term foster 
family who will be able to 
facilitate ongoing face-to- 
face contact with their birth 
parents. 

LIAM is 5 months old and needs an adoptive family that will 
reflect his white Irish, African Caribbean parentage. Liam is 
alert, healthy and developing beautifully. 

HARRY (9 years) and his sister CHLOE (s'A) need an 
adoptive family who are White/Irish/English and are open 
to some contact with the birth family. 

We are also searching for two permanent new adoptive or 
foster families for an 8 year old boy with Downs Syndrome 
and a 5 year old boy with learning difficulties. 

Richmond Adoption and Fostering Team 

42 York Street, 

Twickenham TW1 3BW 
Telephone 0181 891 7754 

(24 hour answerphone service) 
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Wills, Legacy and Law 

The Legal Services Provider 

YOUR WILL 

Professionally written by our legal staff 
Home visits at your convenience 
Advice and assistance following our published code of conduct 

From £25 

CALL FREE 

0800 634 4470 

FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION PACK 
(Detailing the full range of our services) 

Overton House 
42 Cold Overton Road 
Oakham 

Rutland LE15 6NT 

'Providing Peace of Mind' 


Help for the ELDERLY 
and DISABLED 
in Oxfordshire 

1 COMMUNITY ALARM SCHEME 

1 24-HOU.R HELP ON CALL - 365 

DAYS A YEAR 

■ SAFETY, SECURITY AND 

INDEPENDENCE 

■ FULLY TRAINED, FRIENDLY STAFF 

LOCAL CONTROL CENTRE 

For further details 
telephone: 

Oxford City Council Control 
Centre on Oxford 

(01865) 742138 
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DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL: 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHABRS AND SCOOTERS 





For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 





WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 



Green 
Pastures 
Christian 
Nursing 
Home 

The Hawthorns, Banbury 0X16 9FA 
Tel: 01295 279963 

We provide full Nursing Care within a 
Christian environment. 

We are able to offer accommodation to 
elderly people, whether they are 
funded by private means, or through 
Social Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to one 
another. Zech 7-9 

Registered Charity No., 297937 


NEW MILLENNIUM - NEW CENTURY 
YOUR FIRST NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 


MAKE YOUR WILL 

£ 19-50 


FOR 

ONLY 


USUAL 
FEE £65 


+ Vat per person 

Our consultant can visit you at a convenient time to 
take your instructions and provide a free Estate 
Planning review to show: 

• Your current circumstances 

• Options for the future 

• Possible savings for your family 

Specialising in wills, trusts, power of attorney and 
document storage, We offer low cost solutions to 
help put your affairs in order. 


08001691809 



ANY 

TIME 


LEGACY PARTNERS LTD 

DCa/iona/ Ca/ale 'fPfanning Services 
55 HIGH STREET- BRIDGNORTH - WV16 4DX 
info@legacypartners.co.uk www.legacypartners.co.uk 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

* We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 





174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


















the post FEBRUARY 


Local 
training 
Courses . 


4 

Chiltern Christian Training 
Programme 

3 Feb Beginners’ Guide to 
Willow Creek Meeting Room, 
Oakley Hall, High Wycombe 

7.45 - 9.30pm £3 

15 Feb Is there Life after 
Divorce? St Birinus, Booker 

7.45 - 9.30pm 

28 Feb Jesus at WH Smith’s: a 
guide to popular ‘sensationalist’ 
writing about Christianity St 
Thomas’ Church Hall, Beacon- 
sfield 7.45 - 9.30pm £3.50 
2 Mar The Night that He Was 
Betrayed A eucharist in the 
context of Passover St Anne’s, 
Wy-combe Marsh 7.45 - 
9.30pm £3 

4 Mar Start of Saturdays at 
Wycombe: courses at St Birinus, 
Booker on Growing in Prayer, 
The Gospels. 

Full programme and bookings: 
CCTP , 1 75 Dashwood Ave y 
High Wycombe , Bucks HP 12 
3DB y tel/fax 01494 474788 

Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 

23 Mar Roots & Shoots: a 
quiet day for Lent Ashmore 
House, Middle Claydon 10am - 
3pm £6 Bring your own lunch. 
Book by 16 Mar. 

28 Mar Charles de Foucauld 
Winslow Vicarage 8pm £3 
Book by 21 Mar. 

Bookings: Mrs S Nutt, 15 Wes- 
ton Rd y Great Norwood , Bucks 
MK17 0QQ , tel 01296 713603. 

Milton Keynes Christian 
Training Course 

9 Feb (three weeks) The Work 
of Christ The Well At Willen 

7.45 - 9.45pm £5 per session 


1 9 Feb New Liturgies Day St 
Mary’s, Bletchley 10am - 
2.30pm (sandwich lunch; book- 
ing needed) The Well At Willen 

7.45 - 9.45pm £5 per session 
18 Mar Quiet Day Sister Mary 
Slaven St Mary’s, Woughton 
on the Green 10am - 4pm 
Details: Barbara Albone, 
MKCTC, Christian Found - 
ation y The Square , Aylesbury 
Street , Wolverton y MK12 5HX 
Tel/fax 01908 311310. 

Newbury Area Christian 
Training 

21 Feb Why Read the Old 
Testament? St Mary, Shaw, 
Newbury 8-1 0pm £3 booking 
not needed. 

Details Margaret Davey 01635 
578465. 

Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies 

Tuesdays at Ten Lecture Series: 

1 Feb Learning from Feminist 
Perspectives on Bible, Mission 
and Culture 

8 Feb International Consult- 
ation on Open Access Theolog- 
ical Education 

15 Feb Christian Mission and 
the Problem of Evil 

22 Feb Charismatic 
Leadership and the Book of 
Judges 

29 Feb The State as Ethics 
For March see What's on below 
Special Lecture: 

3 Feb Christ and Karma by 
John Pragnesis of the Danish 
Lutheran Church 11am 
OCMS y St Philip & St James' 
Church y W oodstock Rd y 
Oxford , tel. 01865 556071. 

Reading and Bracknell 
Christian Training 

5 Feb Love Me. ..Love my 
Kids! Workshop on step-parent- 
ing St Andrew, Priestwood, 
Bracknell 10am - 4pm 
14 Feb Science Fiction and 
Religion St Catherine of Siena, 
Tilehurst 10am - 4pm 
Details Judi Shepherd , Parish 
Development Office y St Nicolas 


Study at Wycliffe Hall 

5 Feb Muslims and Christians: 
enemies, rivals or friends? 
Christopher Lamb Wycliffe 
Hall 10am - 4pm £15 
4 Mar John Stott, Michael 
Green, Alister McGrath reflect 
personally and theologically on 
‘Guarding the Gospel: past, pre- 
sent and future’ St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd, Oxford 
10am - 4pm £15 
Bookings:' Study Days, Wycliffe 
Hall , 54 Banbury Rd, Oxford 
OX2 6PW, tel. 01865 274212, 
e-mail: extemal@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
14-18 Aug Summer School 
This is your God 
Details: Summer School, 
address, etc. as above. 

Could it be you? 

A day exploring God’s call 
to full-time ministry 

12 Feb Wycliffe Hall, 

Oxford 

Seminars include:The 
challenge of Christian 
ministry. Opportunities 
for training, Anglican selection 
procedures, Life at theological 
college. _ 

Details Helen Mitchell, Wycliffe 
Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, Oxford 
OX2 6PW, tel. 01865 274201; 
helen.mitchell@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

Berkshire Archdeaconry 
Vocations Fellowship 

24 Feb The Eucharist and the 
Ministry Phillip Tovey, Arch- 
deaconry Training Co-ordina- 
tor. St George’s, Wash 
Common, Newbury 8pm. 
Primarily for for those who feel 
that God may be calling them to 
lay or ordain-ed ministry; others 
welcome. Contact Jonathan 
Sibley 0118 983 2328. 

Called to be Witnesses 

10 & 1 1 Mar St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd, Oxford 
Two conferences (same pro- 
gramme) run by Women in 
Mission, an ecumencial organi- 
sation which helps women to 
share their faith in everyday life. 



Lent 

courses 


Oxford Diosesan Renewal 
Fellowship Lent Course: 
Look who is Speaking 
Mondays 13 Mar - 10 Apr 

St Mary’s, Thame 

Tuesdays 14 Mar - 1 1 Apr 

St Mary’s, Bletchley 

Wednesdays 15 Mar - 12 

Apr St Nicolas, Newbury 
Thursdays 16 Mar - 13 Apr 

St Mary’s, Cholsey 

Fridays 17 Mar - 14 Apr 

The School, Hook Norton 
Speakers (who will give the 
same talk at each venue) 

13-17 Mar Bishop of Bucking- 
ham: Getting God’s Guidance 
20-24 Mar Ann Holt: Dealing 
with Depression 
27-31 Mar Steve Thomas: The 
House Church Experience 
3-7 Apr John Leech: Trans- 
formed by the Spirit 
10-14 Apr Martin Ca vender: 
Praying for the Kingdom: the 
Holy Spirit at Work 
Contacts: Chris Neal (Thame) 
01844 213491; Ian Pusey (Blet- 
chley) 01908 366531; David 
Cook (Newbury) 01635 47018; 
Andrew Petit (Cholsey) 01491 
651216; John Acreman (Hook 
Norton) 01608 737223. 
Lunchtime meetings at which 
John Leach (Director of Ang- 
lican Renewal Ministries) will 
speak: 4 Apr Reading Deanery 
Chapter; 5 Apr St Birinus, High 
Wycombe; 6 Apr CME Day, St 
Michael’s, New Marston 
Details: David Bishop 38 Sand - 
field Rd, Oxford OX3 7RJ, tel. 
01865 760099. 

Survivors of Bereavement 
by Suicide (SOBS) 

Self-help voluntary organisa- 
tion providing a safe, confiden- 
tial environment in which 
bereaved people can support 
each other. Meetings in central 


Amersham area: Weekend 
that Changed the World 

14 Mar St Mary’s, Amersham 
21 Mar St John’s Methodist 
Church, Amersham 
28 Mar St Leonard’s, Chesham 
Bois 

4 Apr St Michael’s, Amersham 
on the Hill 

1 1 Apr Amersham Free Church 
Multi-media evangelistic presen- 
tation of the Easter story 
Sessions start 7.45 for 8pm (11 
Apr starts 7.45pm). No need to 
book. £2 per night. 

Details Chiltern Christian 
Training Programme, 
tel/fax 01494 474788. 

Pastoral 

care 


Amersham Lectures: 
Issues of Faith & Morality 

3 Feb STRESS and The Great 
Release presented by Wanda 
Nash St Michael’s Church, 
Amersham 8pm. £5/£ 2.50 
(includes wine or fruit juice) 
Tickets: St Michael's Church, 
Sycamore Road, Amersham, 
Bucks HP6 5 DR, tel 01494 
726680 (office open Mon - 
Thurs 10am-12) 


Rural Issues 

9 Feb Rural Community 
Issues Benson Parish Hall 12 
noon - 2pm. Meet people inter- 
ested in and/or working in rural 
south Oxon. Bring your lunch. 

6 Mar Farmers’ Forum Little 
Compton Rectory 7.30pm pan- 
cakes. The Forum discusses 
farming issues in the light of 
Christian faith, and gives friend- 
ship and support. 

Details Glyn Evans, Rural 
Chaplain, Little Compton 
Rectory, tel. 01608 674313. 

Christian Healing 
25 - 27 Feb Pain and 
Wounding residential weekend 
13-17 Mar Rest and 
Refreshment Week £137 
24-26 Mar Refreshment 
Weekend Adrian Sc Bridget 
Plass £72. 

Details Harnhill Manor, Ciren- 
cester, Glos GL7 5PX tel/fax 
01285 850283/ 850519 e-mail: 
office@hamhillcentre.freeserve.co.uk 

Spiritual Direction 

9 Mar SPI-DIR Day confer- 
ence: Dreams: a healing 
resource in spiritual direction 
Russ Parker St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd, Oxford 
10.30am - 4pm Bring your 
lunch; drinks provided 
Bookings Jeni Hobbs, Church 
House, tel. 01865 208252 


Mission 


Church Mission Sociey 
Conference 

3-5 Mar ‘Out of Africa I have 
called my son* High Leigh Con- 
ference Centre. Learn from the 
African church how to share the 
gospel wherever you are. Bring 
and share at the Saturday 
African market. £69.50. 
Booking: Jane Fulford, 15 Bran- 
don Ave, Woodley, Reading 
RG5 4PU, tel. 0118 969 5039. 



Celebrating the 
Eucharist with Children 

11 Mar at Holy Trinity, 
Cookham 10.30am - 3.30pm 
with Bishop Dominic, 
Margaret Withers Details 
Jenny Hyson, Church House, 
tel. 01865 208255. 


Health 


Sacraments of Healing 

25 - 27 Feb Bishop Kallistos 
and representatives of Anglican 
and other denominations. 
Cherwell Centre, 14-16 Nor- 
ham Gdns, Oxford. Day and 
residential places. Details Ann 
Shukman, St Theosevia Centre, 
2 Canterbury Rd, Oxford OX2 
6LU, tel 0186531034. 


Oxford Diocesan Pastoral 
Care Forum 

1 5 Mar Day of workshops to 
develop practical pastoral skills 
St Peter’s Church Centre, 

Earley, Reading 10am - 
3.30pm £5. Bring your lunch. 
Details and bookings: Board for 
Social Responsibility, Church 
House, tel. 01865 208214. 


Alzheimer’s Society 
Oxford Branch 

1 6 Feb Rebecca Gray, Head of 
Alzheimer’s Society, Public 
Affairs, on Making government 
work for those whose lives are 
affected by dementia. Witts 
Lecture Theatre, Radcliffe 
Infirmary, Woodstock Rd, 8pm. 
Parking at rear from 7pm; enter 
gate 7 from Woodstock Rd 
opposite Royal Oak. Details 
01865 735590. 

Oxfordshire Health Service 

13 Feb Celebration of the 
Christian Meaning of the 

■V fit >»A » « 


Marriage courses 

26 Feb Preparing for Marriage Church House, Oxford 
9.30am - 4pm Help for laity and clergy in developing effective 
parish marriage preparation courses, led by members of Diocesan 
Marriage Support Group of FLAME; bring your lunch £i0. 
Details Diane Clutterbuck 01865 208256 or Jeni Hobbs 208252. 


Oxford University Dept 
for Continuing Education 

19 Feb The Judicious Hooker 
Rewley House, Wellington Sq, 
Oxford 9.45am - 4.30pm £34 
with lunch, £27 without. 
Bookings: Administrator, Day 
& Weekend Schools, OUDCE, 
1 Wellington Square, Oxford 
OX1 2] A, tel 01865 270380. 


Portfolio 


Building with Portfolio 

Are you 

•wanting to learn more about 
your faith 

•preparing for confirmation 
•working out how God is call- 
ing you 

•training for work in your 
church (as a warden, children’s 
worker, house group leader) 
•preparing for ordained or 
licensed ministry 
•wanting to organise Contin- 
uing Ministerial Education? 

If so, you could build on your 
experience and qualifications 
with Portfolio: 

If you have no GSCEs or A lev- 
els but are doing lots in your 
local church: use Portfolio to 
get affirmation about all you 
have learned from experience, 
and open the door to new quali- 
fications 

If you have A levels , you can 
study for: 

• a Certificate in Ministry (three 
years maximum) 

• a Diploma in Ministry (six 
y£ars maximum 

• a Degree in Ministry (eight 
years maximum) 

If you have a diploma or its 
equivalent in theology or Bible 
studies, you can study for: 

• a postgraduate Diploma in 
Ministry 

• a Master in Ministry 



Milton Keynes Christian 
Training Course 

9 F6b (t&fce weeks) The Work 
of Christ The Well At Willen 
7.45 - 9.45pm £5 per session 
15 Feb Feminist Ways of 
Preaching, Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
7.30 for 7.45pm free 


14 Feb Science Fiction and 
Religion St Catherine of Siena, 
Tilehurst 10am - 4pm 
Details Judi Shepherd , Parish 
Development Office , St Nicolas 
Church Hall, Sutcliffe Ave, 
Earley, Reading RG6 7JN, tel. 
0118 926 1451, e-mail: 
pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 


Two conferences (same pro- 
gramme) run by Women in 
Mission, an ecumencial organi- 
sation which helps women to 
share their faith in everyday life. 
Worship, lively workshops. Pre- 
registration welcomed. Details 
Anne Stern 01865 351719 (e- 
mail: family, stern@virgin.net) 


belt-help voluntary organisa- 
tion providing a safe, confiden- 
tial environment in which 
bereaved people can support 
each other. Meetings in central 
Oxford, first Wednesday of 
each month. Contact Ruth, 
01235 8633060. National 
helpline: 01482 826559. 


what's I 


FEBRUARY 

Tue 1 GROVE Start of Feb- 
ruary special at ‘Cornerstone’, 
Savile Way: cherry slice with tea 
or coffee 95p. Details Margaret 
Barber 01235 762730. 

Tue 1 OXFORD ‘History of 
Christianity* lecture. Dr Jane 
Shaw: The Late 17th and 18th 
Centuries 5pm Examination 
Schools, High St. 

Wed 2 READING Choral 
Evensong: cathedral-style Prayer 
Book service sung by Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir § 

Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin 6.15pm. 

Thu 3 WOOLHAMPTON 
Douai Abbey ‘Tuning in - the 
Forgotten art of listening’ 

7.45pm £5. Details Pastoral 
Programme Director, Douai 
Abbey, Upper Woolhampton, 
Reading RG7 5TQ, tel. 0118 
971 5333. 

Sat 5 WOOLHAMPTON 

Douai Abbey Healing Work- 
shop 10am-5pm £10. Details as 
above. 

Sat 5 OXFORD First of three 
readings (also 4 and 25 Mar) 
from Dante’s ‘Purgatory’ (can- 
tos 1-9) with John Stewart 
Allitt. £5 per session; £14 for 
three. St Theosevia Centre, 2 
Canterbury Rd. Details Ann 
Shukman 01865 310341. 

Sun 6 BURFORD Snowdrop 
Sunday at Burford Priory. 
Grounds and woodland open: 
carpets of snowdrops. £2/£l, 
children free. Tea an3 cakes on 
sale; proceeds to Priory and 
Burford Primary School 
Endowment Fund. 

Mon 7 READING GSS 
Chapter Meeting. Candlemass 
and procession St Peter, 
Caversham 8pm. Details David 


Gilman 0118 959 8102. 

Mon 7 MILTON KEYNES 

Bach’s organ music illustrated 
with live music and CDs. City 
Church 7.45pm £3 on door. 
Details and full concert pro- 
gramme 01908 200604. 

Tue 8 OXFORD History of 
Christianity’ lecture. Dr Jane 
Garnett on The 19th Century 
5pm Examination Schools, 

High St. 

Wed 9 HIGHMOOR Bishop 
Richard Harries on RS Thomas 
7.30pm £6. Bookings and full 
programme: Administrator, 

The Spring, Highmoor Hall, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5DH. 
Sat 12 HIGH WYCOMBE 
area Meet 10.30am for ramble. 
Christian Rambling Club 
Reading Local Group. Details 
Lesley Hatton 01494 446312. 
Sat 12 TILEHURST Concert 
with Reading Phoenix Choir 
7.30pm St Michael’s Church £5. 
Tickets and details Sue 
Handscomb 0118 942 8892. 
Sat 12 OXFORD David 
Jones: Salutary Poet-Painter’ 
with AM Allchin and others 
10am-4pm St Theosevia Centre, 
2 Canterbury Rd £10. Bring 
your lunch. Details Ann 
Shukman, tel 01865 310341. 
Sat 12 WOOLHAMPTON 
Douai Abbey Church concert by 
Voci Cantati including Vaughan 
Williams and Britten 7.45pm, 
Tickets £6/£4 from 01256 
844244. 

Sun 13 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY ‘AD 2000’ talk: John 
Emerson on Politics and the 
Law. All Saints’ Church 11am 
(non-denominational service 
10.30am). Details Patrick 
Salisbury 01235 848429. 

Sun 13 MAIDS MORETON 


Healing service St Edmund’s 
Church 6pm led by Hugh Sc 
Hilary Kent. 

Mon 14 WOODSTOCK 

Churches Together in Wood- 
stock Sc Bladon Open Lecture: 
Dr Paul Fiddes on Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. Baptist Church 
8pm. Details Michael Millard 
01993 813368. 

Tue 15 OXFORD ‘History of 
Christianity’ lecture. Prof 
Adrian Hastings on The 20th 
Century 5pm Examination 
Schools, High St. 

Wed 16 READING Choral 
Evensong: cathedral-style Prayer 
Book service sung by Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir 
Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin 6.15pm. 

Thu 17 STOKE LYNE 
Bicester area ladies’ lunch 12 
noon The Old Stables, Church 
Farm. Speaker from The 
Barnabas Trust. Creche; lunch 
free, donations welcome. Details 
Anne Chapman 01869 247813. 
Fri 18 STANFORD-IN-THE- 
VALE (Faringdon) Gospel 
Evening with New Orleans 
singer Lilian Boutte and the St 
Helen and St Katharine Gospel 
Choir. St Denys Church 8pm 
£8/£7. Tickets/details Richard 
Speed 01367 710593, Modern 
Music Shop, Abingdon, 

Stanford Post Office. 

Fri 18 - Sun 20 WOOL- 
HAMPTON Douai Abbey 
Silent Retreat. Details Pastoral 
Programme Director, Douai 
Abbey, Upper Woolhampton, 
Reading RG7 5TQ, tel. 0118 
971 5333. 

Sat 19 WOOLHAMPTON 

Douai Abbey Christian Medita- 
tion 10am - 5pm. £10 Details as 
above. 


SAT 19 TILEHURST Reading 
Concert Singers Vivaldi’s 
Gloria. United Reformed 
Church, Armour Rd, 7.30pm. 
Details 118 942 5290. 

Tue 22 OXFORD Oxford 
Council of Christians and Jews: 
Prof Alan Dowty of University 
of Notre Dame on Religious 
Politics in Israel Today. Friends’ 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles’ 
8pm. Details Ian Grant 01865 
762156 

Thu 24 MILTON KEYNES 

JS Bach’s keyboard music illus- 
trated with live music and CDs. 
City Church 7.45pm £3 on 
door. Details 01908 200604. 

Fri 25 FINGEST Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 

Sat 26 READING area Meet 
10am for ramble. Christian 
Rambling Club Reading Local 
Group. Details Dennis Beale 
0118 942 8624. 

Sat 26 OXFORD SheldonW 
Theatre World premier of 
Francis Grier’s cantata Around 
the Curve of the World (see 
page 19) 7.30pm tickets £10, 
£15, £25, £35. Bookings Ox^ 
ford Playhouse box office, 
Beaumont Sr, 01865 798600; 
Music at Oxford, Elms Court, 
OX2 9LP, fax 01865 242867. 
Sat 26 WOOLHAMPTON 
Douai Abbey Church concert by 
Singscape: Rachmaninov, 
Schnittke, Grechaninov. Tickets 
£10 from 01235 850488. 


Bookings to visit 
Lambeth Palace can now 
be made on 
0171 8981198. 



Door 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



Details Diane Clutterbuck 01865 208256 or ]eni Hobbs 208252. 

Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford 7.30 - 10pm Seminar led by 
writer Rob Parsons. Tickets £3.50 from Care for the Family, 
PO Box 488, Cardiff CF10 IRE, tel 01222 810800, 


Oxfordshire Health Service 

1 3 Feb Celebration of the 
Christian Meaning of the 
Millennium 3.30pm John 
Radcliffe Lecture Theatre 2. 
Details Elaine Sugden, 

Churchill Hospital, e-mail: 
Elaine.Sugden@ORHMnglox.nhs.uk 


• a postgraduate Diploma in 
Ministry 

• a Master in Ministry 

All these degrees are validated 
by Oxford Brookes University. 
More details from Jeni Hobbs, 
Church House, 01865 208252. 



If you would like your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing 
to the address below before deadline Monday 14 February 2000 


MARCH 

Fri 3 BOURNE END 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Jenny Conomos speaks at St 
Mark’s Church, Station Rd 
10.30am followed by refresh- 
ments. 

Fri 3 FLACKWELL HEATH 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Denise Critchell speaks at Meth- 
odist Church, Chapel Lane 8pm. 
Sat 4 WING All Saints’ Church 
Millennium Barn Dance, live 
band. 8pm Wing Hall £5 includ- 
ing ploughman’s. Details 01296 
688265. 

Sat 4 OXFORD Reading from 


The March issue of 
1 'J will be ready 
for collection on 
25 February 


Dante’s ‘Purgatory’ (cantos 10- 
26) with John Stewart Allitt £5. 
St Theosevia Centre, 2 Canter- 
bury Rd. Details Ann Shukman 
01865 310341. 

Mon 6 WOODSTOCK 
Churches Together in Wood- 
stock Sc Bladon Open Lecture: 
Dom Bernard Green on Basil 
Hume. Baptist Church 8pm. 
Details Michael Millard 01993 
813368. 

Mon 6 MILTON KEYNES 

Bach’s chamber music illutrated 
with live music and CDs. City 
Church 7.45pm £3 on door. 
Details 01908 200604. 

Tue 7 OXFORD The Bible as a 
Resource for Media Practice 
Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, St Philip Sc St James’ 
Church, Woodstock Rd 10am. 
Details 01865 556071. 

Sat 1 1 OXFORD Music for 
Passiontide: Bach, Tippett, 


Taverner. University Church 
8pm. Tickets Oxford Concerts, 
Evenlode Court, Main Rd, Long 
Hanborough, OX8 8LA, or 
Oxford Playhouse box office 
01865 978600. 

Sun 12 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY ‘AD 2000’ talk: John 
Francis on Education. All 
Saints’ Church 11am (non- 
denominational service 
10.30am). Details Patrick 
Salisbury 01235 848429. 

Tue 14 OXFORD A Com- 
municator Looks at the Bible 
Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies, St Philip Sc St James’ 
Church, Woodstock Rd 10am. 
Details 01865 556071. 

Tue 21 OXFORD Using the 
Bible in Ethics lecture Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies, St 
Philip Sc St James’ Church, 
Woodstock Rd 10am. Details 
01865 556071. 

Wed 22 OXFORD The Three 
Choirs: Christ Church Cathed- 
ral, Magdalen College, New 
College Bruckner Mass in E 
minor Sheldonian Theatre 8pm. 
Tickets Oxford Concerts, 
Evenlode Court, Main Rd, Long 
Hanborough, OX8 8LA, or 
Oxford Playhouse box office 
01865 978600. 

Thu 23 MILTON KEYNES 
Bach’s orchestral music illustrat- 
ed with live music and CDs 
7.45pm City Church £3 on 
door. Details 01908 200604. 

Fri 24 FINGEST Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 

Sat 25 OXFORD Last reading 
from Dante’s ‘Purgatory*: cantos 
27-33 with John Stewart Allitt 
£5. St Theosevia Centre, 2 


Canterbury Rd. Details Ann 
Shukman 01865 310341. 

Tue 28 OXFORD Oxford 
Council of Christians and Jews: 
Dr Jesmond Blumenfeld 
explains the Passover Seder. 
Jewish Centre, Richmond Rd, 
7.30pm £3. Booking essential 
(by 21 March) Penny Faust 
01865 768140. 


AD 2000 - the Christian 
Heritage 

Illustrated 20-minute talks in 
Sutton Courtenay by local lay 
people: second Sunday of each 
month at 11am, preceded by 
optional non-denominational 
service at 10.30am and fol- 
lowed by light refreshments 
and discussion. 

See What’s on opposite 
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African Palm Crosses for 
Palm Sunday 
16 April 

Crosses made in Nongoma, 
Zululand are available in mul- 
tiples of 50 for a donation of 
£10 per 100. Donations in 
1999 raised £18,000 for 
Nongoma, to pay those who 
make the crosses and to sup- 
port other projects, such as 
the new church in the Pongola 
area which the local people 
are building. 

Order forms from: Palm 
Cross Administration Office , 
Emmanuel Church, Weston 
Favell Centre, Northampton 
NN3 8JR 

Tel/fax 01604 784330; 
e-mail: emmteam@talk21.com 



local meetings 

Theme: ‘Talitha koum : young 
woman , stand up ' 


BBC THAMES VALLEY 
95.2*104.1 FM 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, church 
• news, favourite hymns 


Christ Church Cathedral 

Sunday Services*, 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon, 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist, 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 
7.35am Holy Communion, / 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 5.35pm 
Said Evensong and 6pm sung 
Eucharist). 

St Birinus Pilgrimage 

9 July 2000 

with Bishop Dominic 

Notice: 

Available free from St Catherine, 
Tilehurst to anyone who will collect 
them: 

•ASB 1 980 - soft covers 
•Cry Hosanna Song Books 
•Approx 40 red vinyl hassocks 
Contact Mrs G Howgego 0118 942 
4913, or Mr M Toon 0118 942 
9136. 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ON B. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 

Fax: 01865 790470 

Email: door@oxford.anglican.org 




Advertising Feature. To advertise ring 01865 254506 
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Perfect 


etreat 


State Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist 

Mrs A Peppiatt S.R.Ch. BA (Hons) 

Tel. 01865 762357 

Visiting Practice. Also in clinic at Kidlington 
on Friday am. 

Tel. 01865 841058 



We are looking for loving 
homes for retired greyhound 
dogs and bitches 

If you feel you would be able to 
offer one a caring home, please call Tony on 

( 0114 ) 251 0605 

Registered Charity No 269668 


RETIRED GREYHOUND TRUST 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadky, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 

Wyndham Housing 
Association 

Wyndham Housing 
Association provides 
sheltered accommodation 
in central North Oxford. 

We offer self contained 
one-bedroom flats, central 
heating, laundry room, guest rooms, pleasant 
courtyard gardens and 24 hour warden service. Ttoo 
meals a day will also be served to each flat, the flats 
are available for sale or rent. 

For further information please contact: 

The Administrator Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ 
Tel No. 01865 511239 

A fully serviced 
apartment at 
Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments suited 
to retired professional people. The 
Apartments range in size from small studio 
rooms to three-roomed apartments. All have 
a private bathroom and utility area. AJ1 
meals, cleaning, apartment maintenance and 
heating are provided and there is 24 hour 
cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of 
vacant apartments. A loan is payable for the 
apartment and a monthly charge covers the 
services provided. 

If you would like to know more, or 
view the apartments, telephone Tony 
and Judy Bester on(01869) 810636. 

e l Court 

linical Centre 



OXFORD SCHOOL OF OSTEOPATHY 

Back Pain? Neck Pain? 

Work Related Strain? 
Troublesome Feet? Sports Injury? 
Tennis Elbow? Hip & Knee Pain? 
Stress? Headaches? 

Our qualified Practitioners are there for you at our recently 
opened clinical centre. 

We are available SEVEN DAYS A WEEK with early morning 
and evening appointments to suit you 
regardless of age. 


OSTEOPATHY 


Acupuncture. Aromatherapy. Sports Injuries. 
Remedial Massage. Podiatry and Chiropody. 
Mother, Baby and Children Osteopathic Clinic. 
Telephone for enquiries and appointments anytime: 

01865 484157 

A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY \ 
Mill Court, Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 7BX 
Free car parking at the clinic 


HEALTHCARE FOR EVERYONE 


Reasonable Rates tf 


THE 

FISHERMAN’S 

MISSION 

Voluntary Area 
Organiser’s required. 

Ail expenses paid. 
Enquiries & donations: 

RNMDSF, Freepost ANG5599, 
Milton Keynes MK56YD. 
01908 520397 

Speakers Available. 


BEACHER HALL NURSING CENTRE 

42 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6NG 


Leading The Way 
in Nursing Care 

Beacher Hall offers professional discreet care in 
modem, purpose built surroundings. 

We aim to provide the best possible care for our 
Residents and the highest possible standards of 
comfort. Our staff work hard to create a warm homely 
atmosphere where family and friends are always 
welcome. 

Come and see for yourself 

Call Chrissi or Gill on 01189 530600 


PROBLEMS 
MOBILITY? 

PLEASE VISIT OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 

SCOOTERS/WHEELCHAIRS 
BATH LIFTS/STAIRUFTS 
HANDRAILS/RAMPS 
COMMODES/CONTINENCE 
WALKERS 

A FANTASTIC RANGE OF EVERY 
RAY ITEMS St MUCH , MUCH MORE 

IO CROSS COURT, 
PLOMER GREEN AVENUE, 
DOWNLEY HPI3 5UW 
TEl/FAX: 01494 443933 
MOBILE: 07970 378889 
•-m.il: in<j«p.livin)@ic24.nat 

"How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God reigns. '"Isaiah 52 v 7 


Christ for Nepal 



"How can they believe if they have not heard?" 



• Evangelism and pioneering local churches 

• Discipleship Training/Bible College 

• Homes and Christian schooling for street children/orphans 

• Construction of Children's Homes, Churches, Bible Schools, Christian High Schools 

if you would like to help, we are; 

Christ for Nepal. C/o Bramble Tor, Village Way, Little Chalfoni 
Amersham, Bucks HP79PU. Tel/Fax 01 494 764 763 

Registered Charity No. 10760808 
Every penny given goes to building the body of Christ in Nepal 
with no deduction for costs 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESS- 
AMPLE PARKING 


INDEPENDENT LIVING 


WITH 








FROM BIKE TO TRIKE 

We’ve got wbat you like ! 

easybikeA 

Electric Cycles 

■ Need no licence !o operate 

■ Use no petrol 

■ Require no MoT or rood tax 

■ Three models to choose from 

Able-bodied or with special 
needs, we've got a cycle for you 
at a price that's right. 

Call us now for a 
free brochure 

07000 564040 



The Retreat 
Association 


Retreats 2000 now available 
- choose from over 200 
retreat houses. 

Retreats 2000, the annual list of retreat 
houses published by the Retreat 
Association is available now from 
religious bookshops. A bumper issue 
with more pages than ever before. 
Retreats 2000 lists more than 230 
houses and their programmes, located 
from Devon and Cornwall in the South 
to Inverness in Scotland and Fishguard 
in Wales. Finding the location of a 
retreat house is made easy with a map 
covering a double page spread giving the 
location of each venue and a guide to 
choosing a retreat for first timers. 
Commenting on the publication. Paddy 
Lane Executive Officer of the Retreat 
Association said: “Increasingly people 
are seeking a meaning to life and their 
own personal journey with God. The 
range of retreats on offer is as wide as 
ever, from art, calligraphy and clay to 
stress management, walking and yoga, 
while for those seeking an opportunity to 
explore the inner world in silence, quiet 
days and space for God are on offer in 
centres providing time apart. Retreats 
2000 includes a growing number of 
smaller houses offering daily or 
residential spiritual refreshment on a 
local basis. Some of the larger retreat 
houses are sadly being closed down.” 


This trend is reflected in the articles in 
Retreats 2000. “A dream denied” looks 
at the close of Maryvale Pastoral Centre 
in Surrey while newly opened small 
houses in Wales and Scotland are 
described in “Two dreams realised”. A 
busy Mum shares her first experience of 
Retreat in “Keeping Mum before God” 
while spirituality on the Internet is 
explored in “Virtual Spirituality”. 
Whether the reader is looking for the 
programme of their favourite retreat 
house, searching for a particular 
workshop or just leafing through the 
pages of Retreats waiting for a retreat to 
leap out and grab their attention, this 
edition of Retreats packs a lot of 
information into a small space and as 
always is excellent value for money. 

Retreats 2000 is available from 
religious bookshops or direct from the 
Retreat Association, 

The Central Hall, 

256 Bermondsey Street, 

London SE1 3UJ, 
price £4.90 (inc. p&p). 

Please contact Paddy Lane at the 
following address or further information. 

The Central Hall, 256 Bermondsey 
Street, London SE1 3UJ. 

Tel: 020 7357 7736. 

Fax: 020 7357 7724. 

Email: info@retreats.org.uk. 


Much more than just a 
Retreat House ... 

Candlelight Services in 
Lakeland caves 
Walking Breaks through 
beautiful countryside 
Painting and Prayer 
creativity weeks. 

Rydal Hall, set in a 30 acre estate in the beautiful English 
Lake District, has a programme to appeal to every Christian. 
From Silent Retreats, to Art and Craft weeks. Call us today for 
full details of our Year 2000 programme. 

Make a New Start for the New Millennium 

Call 015394 32050 today 
Rydal Hall 

Diocesan Retreat House, 

Rydal, Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 9LX 

In the heart of the Lake District, with prayer at its heart 



OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 


Retreat House and Conference Centre, 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH 

SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMME 2000 


ALL ENQUIRIES TO THE WARDEN 01962 732518 



A LENTEN RETREAT - 
OPEN TO ALL 

Canon Robert Teare 

Monday 13 - Thursday 16 March 

AN IGNATAN 
APPROACH TO 
LISTENING TO GOD 

- A SILENT RETREAT WITH 
INDIVIDUAL GUIDANCE 
Canon Anne Long 
Friday 31 March - Sunday 2 April 

FAITH, FUN AND 
FOOLISHNESS 

Rev Roly Bain - The Clown of the 
year and Slapstick Winner 
Saturday 27 May - Sunday 28 May 


'THE MINISTRY OF 
WOUNDEDNESS - OUR 
JOURNEY INTO 
WHOLENESS" 

The Ven. Trevor Nash 
Tuesday 30 May - Friday 2 June 

LIVE FOR A CHANGE 

The Revd. Francis Dewar 
Thursday 20 - Sunday 23 July 

PAINTING, POETRY 
AND PRAYER 

with tutors from the Creative Arts 
Retreat Movement 
A holiday week 

Monday 7 - Monday 14 August 
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1 I never boast 

i 

i of anything * 

: except the 

* Cross of 

§ 

} our Lord 
1 Jesus Christ 

i 

i by which 
: the world has 
s been 

i 

i crucified to 
! me and I to 

i 

!* the world. 

i Galatians 

i 6:14 

i 

i 

{ The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
Diary is edited by Graham 
Canning 

I 

| Please cut this section and 
use it to pray for the needs 
of the Diocese. 



Let us pray to God 
our Father for: 

Saturday 1st Reading 
Deanery, at the heart of the 
busy Thames Valley, as they 
seek to be the people of God 
and present our Lord Jesus 
Christ to those amongst whom 
they live and work. For the area 
dean - Brian Shenton; synod lay 
chairman - Mary Harwood; 
clergy - Colin Bass, Hilary 
Platts; licensed lay ministers - 
Clifford Powell, Tony Bushel!, 
Ken Dyson, Janice Palmer. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
LENT (MOTHERING SUN- 
DAY) 

Sunday 2nd For our Mother 
Church and all who mother us. 
For the Children’s Society and 
their regional representative: 
Claire Weston; area representa- 
tives - Veronica Beaumont 
(Oxon), Angela Hart (Bucks). 
Monday 3rd Beech Hill, 
Grazeley and Spencers Wood: 
clergy -Joan Hicks. Caversham 
St Peter and Mapledurham w. 
Caversham Park (Caversham 
Group Ministry): clergy - 

Richard Kingsbury, Andrew 
Evans, Cathy Pynn; licensed lay 
ministers - John Madeley, Bill 
Vincent, Rosalind Rutherford. 
Caversham Park Church (LEP): 
clergy - Phillip Abrey; 
Methodist lay preacher v - 
Elizabeth Carter; Baptist lay 
preacher - Jeanne Smith; 
licensed lay ministers - Paula 
Andrews, Margaret Dimmick. 
Tuesday 4th Caversham St 
Andrew (Caversham Group 
Ministry): for the churchwar- 
dens during the vacancy. 
Caversham St John the Baptist: 
for the churchwardens during 
the vacancy: licensed lay minis- 
ter - Stephen Cousins. 
Wednesday 5th Earley 
St.Nicholas: clergy - Tim 

Platts. Earley St. Peter: clergy - 
Derek Spears, Jo Loveridge; 
licensed lay ministers - Roy 
Baxter, Carole Cull. Earley 
Trinity (LEP): clergy - Simon 
Howard, Nick Thompson. 



Thursday 6th Fmmer Green 
St Barnabas (Caversham Group 
Ministry): clergy - John 

Dudley; licensed lay minister -v 
Elizabeth Gash. Reading All 
Saints: clergy - Henry Everett, 
Stuart Richards; licensed lay 
ministers - Sylvia Cummins, 
Anthony Green. 

Friday 7th Reading Christ = 
Church: clergy - David West. 
Reading Greyfriars: clergy - 
Jonathan Wilmot, William 
Olhausen; full time youth 
worker - Andy Freeman; 
licensed lay ministers - Philip 
Giddings, Sue Wilmot. 

Saturday 8th Reading Holy 
Trinity: Reading St Mark: cler- 
gy - Jonathan Baker, Charles 
Card-Reynolds, Ronald Lusty. 
Reading St Agnes with St Paul: 
clergy - Richard Cowen, Eve 
Houghton; licensed lay minister 

- Meg Kirby. Reading St 
Barnabas: for the churchwar- 
dens during the vacancy. 
Reading St Giles: clergy - 
Michael Melrose. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
LENT (Passiontide begins) 
Sunday 9th Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union - Christian 
concern for families worldwide: 
president - Barbara Teague; sec- 
retary - Jennifer Brooker: 
branch leaders and members. 
Monday 10th Reading St 
John the Evangelist and St 
Stephen: clergy Tony Vigars, 
Maureen Devine; licensed lay 
ministers - Alan Lawrence, 
Peter Marshall. Reading St 
Luke with Bartholomew: clergy 

- Nigel • Hardcastle, Brian 
Blackman, Christine Blackman; 
licensed lay minister - June 
Hardcastle. 

Tuesday 11th Reading St 
Mary with St Laurence: clergy - 
Brian Shenton. Shinfield: clergy 

- Owen Murphy; licensed lay 
minister - Michael Dexter- 
Elisha. Swallowfield: Farley Hill 
Chapel: clergy - Peter Bannister. 
Wednesday 12th Tilehurst 
Group Ministry - Calcot: clergy 

- Alan Barnes; Reading St 
Matthew: clergy - David Jasper; 
licensed lay ministers - Pat 
W'illis, Peter Grosse. Tilehurst St 



Catherine of Sienna: clergy - 
Alison Beever; licensed lay min- 
isters - Tony Bartlett, Mike 
Heather. The Cornwell 
Community Church. 
Thursday 13th Tilehurst St 
Mary Magdalen: clergy - 

William Cleeve. Tilehurst St 
Michael: clergy - Fred Dawson; 
= licensed lay ministers - Anne 
Attewell, Don Wark. Tilehurst 
St George: clergy - Adam 
Carlill. 

Friday 14th Woodley Team 
Ministry - Woodley St John the 
Evangelist (with Emmanuel 
Church Centre, Woodley 
Airfield Church): Southlake: 
clergy - Fred Woods, David 
Byrne, Julia Wright, Paul 
Roberts; licensed lay workers - 
Richard Priestley CA, Mandy 
Priestley CA; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Susan Walters, David 
Fulford, David Karsten. 
Saturday 15th Diocesan 
Council for the Deaf: chairman 
- David Manship; vice chair- 
man - Peter Lovegrove; chap- 
lain - Roger Williams; hon. 
chaplains and licensed lay min- 
isters working on behalf of the 
churches in ministerial teams. 

PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday 16th 

As we enter with Jesus into 
Jerusalem so we come to the 
beginning of Holy Week. Jesus 
Saviour of the world we look 
to you to save and help us. By 
your cross artd your life laid 
down you set your people free. 
Come now and dwell with us 
Lord Jesus Christ. Hear our 
prayer and be with us always, 
make us to be one with you 
and to share the life of your 
Kingdom. 

Monday 17th Milton Keynes 
Christian Council: Ecumenical 
Moderator - Murdock 
Mackenzie. 

Tuesday 18 Milton Keynes 
Deanery, especially for the 
church in Milton Keynes as they 
assimilate the implications of 
the Review initiated by the bish- 
op’s council and reach their 
local conclusions on how this is 
to be implemented. For the area 

SsSSK M $$$$ 


dean - Ian Puscy; associate area 
dean - David Lunn; synod lay 
chairman - Penny Keens. 
Milton Keynes Sector Team: 
team leader - Stephen Norrish; 
team ministers - Graham 
Skipsey, Ruth Walker. 
Wednesday 19th Bletchley: 
clergy - Ian Pusey, Luke 
Wickings, Colin Davis, Tony 
Clark; licensed lay ministers - 
Peggy Faithfull, Robin Rowles, 
Michael Warner. Whaddon 
Way Church (LEP); clergy - 
Alan Bird; lay pastors - Peter 
Cutler, Sue Gibbs, Ken Pitkethly. 
Fenny Stratford; clergy - Victor 
Bullock, Ian Thomas. 
Thursday 20th 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Jesus said: ‘A new command- 
ment I give unto you: that you 
love one another as I have 
loved you. By this shall all 
people know that you are my 
disciples if you have love for 
one another. * 

Friday 21st GOOD FRIDAY 

We adore you O Christ and 
we bless you because by your 
holy cross you have redeemed 
the world. 

Saturday 22nd 
EASTER EVE 

May the light of Christ, rising 
in glory banish the darkness 
from our hearts and minds 

EASTER DAY 
Sunday 23rd 

Blessed are you O God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In your great mercy 
you have given us new birth 
into a living hope by the res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. 

Monday 24th Milton Keynes 
Christ the Cornerstone (LEP): 
clergy - Richard Cattley, 
Daphne Williams, David 
Moore, Sharon Mowforth; RC 
Sister - Mary Slaven. 

Tuesday 25th Stanton bury 
and Willen Team Ministry 
(LEP) - Great Linford, 
Bradwell Church St Lawrence 
and Methodist Chapel, Downs 
Barn, Stantonbury Christ 
Church (Ecumenical), New 
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Bradwell St James, New 
Bradwell Methodist, Willen: 
clergy — John Ponter, Jan 
Appleby, Judy Rose, Jacqui 
Henry, Keith John, Jo Stoker, 
Shawn Sanders, Dilly Baker; 
licensed lay ministers - Arthur 
Chadwick, Ann Franklin, Pat 
Collins, Cis Jones, Barry 
Fleming; Methodist local 
preachers - Ruth Walker-Singh, 
Brenda Chappell; Baptist lay 
preacher - Margaret Prisk. 
Wednesday 26th Stony 
Stratford - Calverton: clergy - 
Ross Northing; Church Army - 
Janet Notting C.A. 

Thursday 27th Walton Team 
Ministry (LEP): Kents Hill, 
Milton Keynes Village, 
Wavendon: clergy - David 
Lunn, John Danford, Stuart 
Dennis, Susan Staff. Water 
Eaton (LEP): clergy - Paul 
Smith, Christopher Bell; parish 
evangelist - Irene Lees C.A. 
Friday 28th Wading Valley 
Team Ministry (LEP): Wading 
Valley, Furzton, I.oughton, 
Shenley, Tattenhoe, Two Mile 
Ash: clergy - John Waller, 
Valerie Rushton, Richard Davis; 
licensed lay ministers - Phyllis 
Bunnett, Alison Wale; Church 
Army - Nikki Foster-Kruczeck 
C.A., Matt Kruczeck C.A. 
Saturday 29th Wolverton 
Holy Trinity - Wolverton St 
George: clergy - Jeremy Trigg, 
Ian Rodley; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Marian Ballance. Wough- 
ton Team Ministry (LEP): 
Wo ugh ton -on -the- Green, 
Simpson, Christ the Vine 
Community Church, 

Fishermead Trinity Centre, 
Woolstones: clergy - Kevin 
McGarahan, David Rudiger, 
Ian Parker; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Mike Davidge, Barry 
Howson, Judy Howson, Freda 
Jackman, Tony Stanyer. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 30th Oxford Dioc- 
esan' Committee for Racial 
Justice: chairman - Beverley 
Ruddock; race relation officers: 
John Pragley (Oxon), William 
Cleeve (Berks), Derek West 
(Bucks). 
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EVENLODE CARPETS 


All types of quality carpets and vinyls 
at very competitive prices 

FREE FITTING 

Oxford 881162 


^^ADNEEBr^ 


house 


Embroideries 

The local specialist embroidery shop. 

Fabrics, threads, charts, always something new 
Speciality design and making up service. 

Gold threads, suitable for church embroidery 

9 Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford 01865 343407 


Open Mon to Sat 9.30am « 5.00pm * Open Sunday 10am - 3pm 
THE KIDLINGTON HIGH STREET, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 

free parking- 01865 841088 ^ pree parking* 


JASON’S DECORATING SERVICE 

For the finest Painting & Decorating Inside and Out 

Including Modem Paint Techniques, Furniture Distressing, 
Cabinet Making, Carpentry and Floor and Wall Tiling. 
Plastering, Artexing 

For a professional finish Call Jason 

0186S 890599/Mobile 0403 773181 


CARPENTER JOINER 

AND ALL DOMESTIC CARPENTRY 

Made to your requirements or standard 
Repair or new 

H.I.A. Carpentry 

Phone 0118 966 5497 
or Mobile 0411 947312 


BOOKCASES 

Little & Large 


made-to-measure bookcases at prices you can afford. 
As book lovers we can never have enough space for our 
precious book collection. 

We have developed a delightful range of quality bookcases in 
Yew, Cherry, Mahogany, Oak and Teak that can nbe made to 
measure to your own individual size. 

Call us now for our full colour brochure and price list 

Browns of Henley d' rcd 
Tel: 01491 410408 

-3.9 Duke Street, Henley-on-Thames* Oxfordshire, RG9 1UR 


—£utnt&hi*i^ if out home in stifle- 


PUBLIC ADDRESS 

New systems: Updates: Inductive loops: 
Radio microphones: Portable PA 
(eg. Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder units): 
CCTV 

Consult the Specialists 

ROYSTONS 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, 

Hants. SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


S. JAY ALLDAY 

GROUND WORK 
DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS 

All excavation work and ground 
work undertaken. 

For quotes on block paving single 
or concrete driveways 
Please tel 

01235 766594 
or 07979 444040 


• Dacron (rolls and bags) • Polystyrene Beads 

These are just a selection available 


SUTTON 

COURTENAY 

Tyre Sales 

Best prices. 
Best service. 

144 High Street, 
Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxfordshire. 

Telephone: 

01235 848240 


• Foam 


and Poles 


• Curtain making 


Ready-made Curtains 


Craft/ Patchwork Fabrics 


Remnants from £1 a metre 


• Cushioned inserts 


Come and See our NEW DISPLAY OF 
(PATCHWORK QUILTING FABRICS0 
In Our Newly Refurbished Shop 


material 


• Upholstery Fabrics 


• Curtain Fabrics 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


World Vision 



rights and 

realities 

seeking a future for the world’s children 


the World Vision 
Christian Forum 


with: 


George Carey 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 

Nafsiah Mboi 

Director of Womens Health, WHO 

Rachel Brett 

Quaker UN Liaison office 

David Cook 

Director of the Whitefield Institute, Oxford 

Tuesday 23 May 2000 
10. 1 5am - 4.45pm 

Church House Conference Centre, 
Westminster, London SWI 


For further information contact: 

Doug Heming or Peter Scott on 01908 841 007 

or write to: 

World Vision Christian Forum 

599 Avebury Boulevard, Milton Keynes MK9 3PG 
e-mail: info@worldvision.org.uk 



NEW MILLENNIUM 
NEW CHALLENGE 


Why not join the biggest family 
of volunteers in the world? 

The British Red Cross (Berkshire Branch) 
need Volunteers for the following services 

Drivers and Escorts 

(for people unable to use public transport) 

Shop Assistants 

(to help raise income for our services) 

First Aiders at Public Events 

(from fetes to large sport and concert events) 

Youth Workers 

(working with our young Red Cross members) 

Fire Victim Support 

(giving emotional and practical support to victims of fire and flood) 

Full training and expenses given 

If you have a few hours a week spare and would 

+ like further information phone: 

Martin Gilman 0118 966 6645 

I 


British Red Cross 

Berkshire Branch 


H GOLDEN CHARTER® 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

The Caring Approach to a Sensitive Subject 


Like everything else the cost of o 
funeral increases year after year. Due 
to the diminishing availability of burial 
space and the need by crematoria to 
meet stringent new EC regulations, 
combined with increased fees for 
doctors and clergy, funeral costs have 
increased ahead of inflation. 

Over the past five years the average cost of a 
funeral has increased by 21% before inflation. 
(Mintel Sept 1999). The overage price of a 
simple funeral in the UK is now £1,657 for 
burial and £1,101 for cremation (Manchester 
Unity friendly Service 1998). 

So it is not surprising that nearly 300,000 
people in the UK have now planned and paid 
for their funerals in advance. By doing so they 
have demonstrated their thoughtfulness and 
care for their family and friends by removing 
not only the burden of funeral costs but also 
easing the stress of making the arrangements. 
Many of them did so through Golden Charter, 
a British company, which is the UK's largest 
funeral plonning network. Over 2,100 locally 
owned and run independent funeral directors 
throughout the UK now accept Golden Charter 
plans and recommend them to the families 
they serve. 

Why..? Because Golden Charier is the only 
plan that allows the client to cover all the costs 
related to the funeral. Ibis means that the 
funeral director con guarantee the family will 
never be asked to pay more money for the 
arrangements the client has selected. You can 
personalise any of Golden Charter s four plans 
to suit your own requirements through their 
unique Select Reserve option. 

This is not the cose with some plans on the 
market so be sure to check exactly what is 
covered if you ore shopping around. Also 
make sure that you con select and use the 
local funeral director of your choke. Some 
plans restrict your choice by nominating o 


firm owned by the plan's parent company. 

It is important to distinguish between o pre- 
paid funeral plan ond the funeral expenses 
policies offered by insurance companies. Such 
policies do not guarantee to fully cover the 
costs of the funeral ond if you ore in 
reasonable health the sum paid out to the 


family could easily be less than the amount 
you hove paid in premiums. 

Golden Charter even ensure that the 
thoughtfulness shown in purchasing a plan is 
remembered for many years to come. 
Through on exclusive arrangement with the 
Woodland Trust a tree is planted on your 


behalf in one of the Trust's Woodland sites. A 
living legacy for future generations to enjoy. 
Golden Charter ore the only plans 
recommended by the National Society of 
Allied ond Independent Funeral Directors 
(SAIF). 



It’s good to know your 
Local Independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 

V FUNERAL PLANS 



USUAL M8UDSMAN CHEM! 


The SAIF logo guarantees 
that your locally owned 
independent funeral directors 
within this feature are not 
part of a large conglomerate. 
Being members of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 

Directors they will abide by 
the Funeral Ombudsman’s 
strict code of practice, always 
have a basic funeral available, 
offer Golden Charter, pre- 
paid funeral plans and most 
importantly, give complete 
peace of mind. 


SAIF National Office 01279 726777 email: info@saif.org.uk 


SAWYER FUNERAL 
SERVICE 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW 

Telephone: 

Marlow (01628) 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest 
A Family Business - Rolls Royce Fleet 




SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844)351323 (01844)274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 



Anne Ffou/ers 

an< t other nice things 

Flowers for all occasions 
Specialist in Weddings 
Funeral Tributes 


64 High Street Chalgrove Oxfordshire 0X44 7SS 

TEL: 01865 890445 • FAX: 01865 890746 


Pre-payment 
Funeral Bonds 


24 Hour 
Service 


Monumental 

Masonry 


gk 

Funeral 



GEOFFREY 

CHURCH 


Church Gate 
The Broadway, 
Thatcham. 


( 01635 ) 868 444 


48 Bishopswood 
Rd, 

Tadley, Hants. 


( 0118 ) 981 4420 


^EDWARD CARTER V, 

4 msr Funeral Directors 

OMTMSON 

24 hour service 
DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon OX14 IQS 

^ (01235) 528293 


<£ Sc £ens 

FUNERAL SERVICES 


M 


QPENCER. 

Peyton 



Independent Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 
A family run business established in W61 


ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

• Funeral Service • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Stonemasons worksho for memorials 

• The Flower Girl floral workshop 

• Golden Charter pre-paid 

funeral plans discussed with Hjjfc wH 
no obligation n****..*. 


8 


380 Worting Road, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 5DZ 

Tel: 01256 323165 


Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 


DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr Hancock personally 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Rolls Royce Cortege optional & our 
own independent Florist 

Our Family Serving Your Family 


BICESTER 

01869 340456 (24 HRS) 

IS DUNSTEW, BICESTER 0X6 4 JR 
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Advertising 


s Your Local Funeral Director SAIF? 


Losing someone you love is one of the 
hardest things in the world. 

You will need the support and care of 
friends and family throughout this difficult 
time. Choosing the right funeral director 
could seem daunting, but when you look 
for the Blue SAIF Logo, you can be sure 
that you will be dealing with an 
Independent Funeral Director, known for 
their excellence in caring. 

An Independent Family Funeral Directors' 
have vast experience of caring for the 
needs of a family during stressful and 
emotional times. Whether you want a 
simple, quiet funeral or something more, 

SAIF members 
will provide 
quality service 
and dedicated 
attention to all 
your needs. 


The National 
Society of 
Allied and 
Independent 
Funeral 
Directors 
(SAIF) is a 



K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
csrffc Established 200 years 
(PB Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


O. WALKED 

& Son Limited 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Golden Charter Funeral Planner of the Year 
♦ ♦♦ 

Contact one of the following offices to obtain 
help and advice or a copy of the Golden 
Charter brochure. 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. TeL 0118 957 3650 
Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, Bracknell Tel 01344 303707. 
Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley. Tel 01491 413434. 


Kst Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 


w 



Telephone: (01491) 573370 


GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



U K-wide 
Society made 
of 

Independent 
Funeral 
Directors, 
many being 
well 

established 
family 

businesses of 
high standing 
in their 
communities. 

All SAIF members belong to the Funeral 
Ombudsman Scheme (FOS), giving you the 
confidence that in the unlikely event of a 
problem your interests will be fairly and 
professionally handled by the Funeral 
Ombudsman. 

Today, many people like to make provision 
for their own funeral. SAIF Funeral 
Directors recommend Golden Charter pre- 
paid funeral plans. The plan gives 
complete, unbiased choice to your family 
and covers all the costs and there are no 
hidden extras. The plan is not tied to any 
one Funeral Director, rather it gives your 
family the freedom to choose the most 


suitable in their time of need. 

When preparing or a funeral, remember to 
look for the blue SAIF logo only displayed 
by Independent Funeral Directors. 
Independent Funeral Directors - the 
assurance of care and trust. 

Traditions and excellence - supported by 
SAIF. 

To find out if your local Funeral is SAIF 
contact The National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors, SAIF 
Business Centre, 3 Bullfields, 
Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9DB. 
Telephone 01279 726777. Email 
info@saif.org.uk 




"Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral 
Director. Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01 608 6441 1 2 - any hour 



curies 


FLOWER SHOP 
“For all your funeral requirements ” 

SIMPLY SUPERB FLOWERS 
DELIVERED DAILY 

OXFORD (01865) 554882 

106 WALTON STREET, OXFORD 0X2 6AJ 
Fax: (01865) 552993 


ARNOLDFUNERAL | MICHAEL HARRIS 




CARING FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

S & R CHILDS 

69 LONDON ROAD, HEADINGTON 
We are a privately owned family 
business which offers a personal 
24-hour service to all clients. 

Tel: SANDRA HOMEWOOD (nee Childs) 

( 01865 ) 427272 

You’ll notice the 

difference 




Help is available for any bereaved person 


OXFORD CRUSE 


offers a service according to need: 


- Individual Counselling 

n Cruse 

- Various social activities 

^^Bereavement 

- Guidance on practical matters 


Wesley Memorial Hall. New Inn Hall Street, OXFORD OX1 2DJ 

TELEPHONE (01865) 245398 


OFFICE OPEN 10.00am -12.00pm Monday to Friday Ansaphone other times 


Caring family business 

PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN 
AVAILABLE 

891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 


24 HOUR SERVICE 



A.E. BAKER & SONS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

«©■ 

CARDINAL HOUSE 

5 PARK ROAD SIGROUNDWELL RD BREWERY ST 
FARINGDON SWINDON HIGHWORTH 
01367 240572 01793 433844 01793 764664 

24 HOUR SERVICE 



MONUMENTAL MASONS 

Quality memorials supplied and erected 
• Hand carved lettering a speciality 
• Existing memorials renovated 
• Personal design service 
GRANITE - MARBLE - STONE 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY WORK 


ABINGDON 01235 520617 FAX: 530739 
EVENINGS: 01235 848335 
161A OAK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 0X14 5DL 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
oLO/? Funeral Directors 

Private Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Personal Attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 

Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford 

Telephone: 01491 825222 




GOLDEN CHARTER 

^FUNERAL PLANS 

o 

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


The only plan recommended 
by the National Society of Allied 
& Independent Funeral Directors 


Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Olivers 

Independent Family 
Funeral Directors 

offers ;i personal & complete 24 hour service 

■ Private Chapel of Rest 

■ National & International Funerals Arranged 

■ Golden Charter Pne-Paid Funeral Plans 

■ I lorse Drawn I learse available 

■ Arrangements can lx* made in your home 

Members <tf: Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors, 
Funeral Ombudsman Scheme a National Associating of Funeral Directors 

Thatcham: 871692 Highclere: 253509 
Hungerford: 686511 Chieveley: 247462 

NEWBURY: 522210 

90 West Street, Newbury, Berkshire KG 14 1HA 


Abbey View Funeral Home 



INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


GOLDEN CHARTER 


24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE, PRI VATE CHAPEL OF REST w7~pfe-Paid FuneraT Plin 
CARE, COMPASSION, EXCELLENCE 

Golden Charter pre-paid and instalment plans available to suit vour needs all under the supervision of Ian Bailev 

BASINGSTOKE 01256 851231 

Shomanger Barr, Kmgsclere Road (A339). Wootton St. Lawrence. Basingstoke. Hants RG23 8TH 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME OR AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS 
ALSO AT 31 Chape! St.. Tnatcham Berks RG18 4JP tel THATCHAM 01635 86086- 



The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


There comes a time when it’s 

natural to consider your own funeral... to 
think about loved ones and what to leave 
them. 

Not the burden of funeral costs, obviously. 
Or the ordeal of deciding on the 
arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral 
plans give you total peace of mind. Here’s 
why they are recommended by over 2100 
local independent funeral directors - 
companies that care deeply about their 
clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to 
ask bereaved relatives for extra payment 
for the arrangements selected at the time 


of need. Other funeral plans do not 
necessarily .meet all expenses. 

• Golden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may personalise 
your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, telephone 
any of the Golden Charter funeral 
directors advertising in this feature or 
complete and send the coupon to 
them. Alternatively, you may send it: 
FREEPOST, GOLDEN CHARTER 
or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 


I Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 


NO STAMP 
REQUIRED 
To: FREEPOST 
GOLDEN 
CHARTER 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 


Initial: 


Surname: 


I Address: 


O 

O 

Q 

O 


Tel no: 


IEMBEP. or THE 




U N E P A L PLANNING COUI 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT 
Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr. Hancock personally 

Rolls Royce Cortege optional & our own 
independent florist 

Our Family Service Your Family 


BICESTER 

01869 340456 (24 HRS) 



Big K’s Clothing 

SPECIALIST IN OUTSIZE MENSWEAR 
Suits and Blazers available 

Size range from extra large - 7XL in shirts and jumpers. 
Trousers/Jeans waist 42-70. Shoes 11-17. 

Other clothing available from Boxer Shorts and Tracksuit Bottoms 
Ideal for a birthday present 
Voucher • available £10 and £20 
INFORMATION CALL (01296) 331382 
139 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
www.bigkclothing.suits.net 

Smm — — m ■ r -- - - ■ 


Do you want to 
learn First Aid? 

Is it for work or home? We offer the following courses:- 

• 4 day first aid at work • 1 day appointed persons 

• Refresher training sessions • First aid at home 

• Other short courses available 

For further information, contact: 
EMERGENCY AID TRAINING SERVICES, Didcot 
H&SE Approved 50/98 

Tel: 01235 818280 


G. HILL & SONS 


Road construction 
& surfacing, driveway 
& forecourt surfacing 
Approved contractors 
to local authority 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Tel: 01993 775568 
(mobile) 0860 531958/0860 386352 
Fax: 01993 778848 



CABOUCHON 


FREE JEWELLERY 

Hold a presentation in your home and receive 
free jewellery of your choice!! 
(Consultants Required) 

Call Marie on 

(01865) 776285 

MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE - 
w CALL FOR A FREE CATALOGUE j 


A TRUE STORY 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

My wife was bom on January 15, 915 and developed 
osteo arthritis when she was about 30. She was 
advised to keep away from rugs and recommended to 
try natural therapies Osteropathy, acupuncture and 
periodic visits to good health clinics in Europe kept it 
dormant thereafter, despite a serious car accident in 
Flungary in 1966 that broke an arm and collarbone, 
damaged her spine and induced deep shock. Only 
prompt and efficient surgery in primitive conditions 
saved her life, but the arthritis became painful a few 
years later, partly due to the accident, partly to the 
weakening of the immune system as we grow older. 

For many years we visited our manufacturing business 
in Australia at least once a year, breaking the journey 
there and back to call on distributors and suppliers in 
the Far East in 1974, our Hong Kong agent saw she 
was in pain and enquired as to the cause. The next day 
he gave her two cartons, each containing 30 little 
bottles of Royal Jelly in thin honey. He assured here 
these were good for arthritis and told her where we 
could get them in London. Within a few weeks the 
arthritis again became dormant and the pain 
disappeared. Her hands are no more disfigured that 
they were 55 years ago! She looks 15 years younger 
than her 85 years. 

I am an insomniac rom childhood and occasionally 
took refuge in sleeping tablets, despite the unpleasant 
after effects. Noting my wife's improvement I began 
takin Royal Jelly. I sleep no better, being unable to 
switch off, but have never since taken a sedative and 
have energy all day long. I am privileged to be able to 
work up to 16 hours a day, despite my 84 years and 
am always assumed to be very much younger, but it 


S 


Satellite TV & Computer 


Moving Home? 

Need your satellite, computer or telephone 
system moving to your new home? 

For a fast friendly service at a reasonable cost 


Call S.T.V.C. FREE on 0800 07 44 651 
Other enquiries please Tel/Fax: Clanfield. 01367 810440 
Mobile: 07957 88 1921 - Email rsstvc@globalnet.co.uk 


relate 


Oxfordshire 

Resources for individuals and couples who are 
building a relationship, or experiencing problems 
or coping with relationship breakdown. 

If you would like to talk about any aspect 
of your relationship please telephone us: 

01865 242960 


FOR HIRE 

Light Haulage Transit Type Van with Driver 

Distance No Object 

EUROPE WORK UNDERTAKEN y 

Tel: 01869 810385 Mobile: 07990 847497 


CHIROPODIST 

Susan M Pollock 

M.Inst.ChP. AoR Dip. I.T.E.C. 

Laser Therapists 
Registered member of the 
Inst. Chiropodists and Podiatrists 

Chiropody, Reflexology, Aroma-Massage 
Laser Therapy, Manicure and Pedicure 
Adults, Children and the elderly 

Tel: 01844 216933 


should be noted that we substantially increase our 
daily intake as we get older. 

When I retired in 1986 I decided to look into this 
situation and found a mass of Royal Jelly research 
findings that doctors apparently don't want to know. 
Extensive trials, using family and selected friends, 
confirmed those findings. Nearly everyone felt much 
better. None was hurt. With time on my hands and 
ample mans, I decided to publicise their merits and 
make them available at prices anyone can afford. 
Leading brands cost from £1 to £2 for a normal daily 
intake. 

Shanshiu liquids are at least s good as the best and 
can now cost less than 21p per normal daily intake 
(less than the price of one cigarette!) even a three- 
fold or four-fold daily intake is affordable. They could 
cost even less if the demand were as it should be. 
Liquid Royal Jelly can and should be part of 
everyone's daily diet from infancy to old age. Cost is 
no longer a barrier. 

Leonard L. Brown, Chairman 


A successful correction method 
for 

Dyslexia 

ADD, Dysgraphia, 

Dyscalculia & Dyspraxia 

Succeed in Education 
Be less frustrated 
Achieve at work and play 
Experience less embarrassment 
For further details call NOW 

Catherine Armstrong 

Authorised Davis 
Correction Facilitator 

01844 212419 

hhtp://www.dyslexia. tel inco.co.uk 


m 


QUALITY PART WORN TYRES 
Also New Tyres and Remoulds 

THE TYRE BAY 

Thatcham 
01635 805518 

Open 6 days 


Genuine Inkjet Supplies 

The price you see is the price you pay 

Ail prices are fully 
inclusive of VAT 
& postage. 

If your supplies are not 
listed call us for equally 
competitive pricing! 
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Canon 

1 

2+ 

BCOI 

£15.69 

£15.29 

BC02 

£15.57 

£15.17 

BC05 

£17.45 

£17.05 

BC06 

£18.51 

£18.11 

BC161 

£16.76 

£16.36 

BC162 

£23.32 

£22.92 

BC10 

£25.26 

£24.86 

BCI10BK 

£10.46 

£10.06 

BCIIe 

£29.67 

£29.27 

BCI11BK 

£7.58 

£7.18 

BCI11C 

£12.73 

£12.33 

BC20 

£21.27 

£20.87 

BC21e 

£30.61 

£30.21 

BC121BK 

£4.99 

£4.69 

BC121C 

£11.87 

£11.47 

BC22e 

£19.62 

£19.22 

BC60 

£22.74 

£22.34 

BC61 

£23.56 

£23.16 

BC62e 

£31.73 

£31.33 

Epson 

S020089 

1 

£15.78 

2+ 

£15.38 

S020093 

£13.98 

£13.58 

S020097 

£17.04 

£16.64 

S020108 

£15.55 

£15.15 

S020110 

£11.63 

£11.23 

S020118 

£34.37 

£33.97 

S020187 

£13.95 

£13.55 

S020189 

£15.49 

£15.09 

S020191 

£15.08 

£14.68 

S020193 

£11.59 

£11.19 

T001011 

£16.69 

£16.29 

T003011 

£18.45 

£18.05 

T003012 

£28.18 

£27.78 

T005011 

£21.74 

£21.34 

HP 

1 

2+ 

5 1625 A 

£20.52 

£20.12 

5 1626 A 

£20.10 

£19.70 

5 1629 A 

£19.98 

£19.58 

51641 A 

£20.70 

£20.30 

51645A 

£19.92 

£19.52 

51649A 

£20.84 

£20.44 

C1823D 

£21.70 

£21.30 
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To order, send Cheque or Postal Order to: Media Cache 

Dept. TD, 4 Hall Street, BURNLEY, Lancs BB11 1QJ 
Tel/Fax: 08707 407 110 - 01282 455 040 

Goods are despatched immediately. 

VAT Reg GB 741 1651 58 E&OE 7-3-2000 


COURTYARD HOMES 


THE “BUILDER CENTRE” FOR NEW HOMES & EXTENSIONS 
Better extensions built by Courtyard Homes Builders. 

We advertise in the press, all works being carried out for all 
customers to view and/or visit by appointment, making you feel 
more at ease when choosing your builder, 
from plans to completion. 

THE RIGHT 

“QUALIFICATIONS” 

IN BUILDING 


Site Address: 

16 GREENLANDS 
FLACKWELL HEATH 
HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKS HP10 9PL 

(Double rear & Side Extension) 
Site Start Date 
24/01/2000 



COURTIARI) HOMES PAY ALL VOI R PLANS k 
LA. APPROVAL FEES FREE OF CHARGE 

Telephone: 01028 526375 or 
SITE: 07970 462063 



SUTTON 

COURTENAY 


Tyre Sales 

Best prices. 
Best service. 

144 High Street, 
Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxfordshire. 

Telephone 

01235 848240 




foster 


carers make a difference ... 

... have you got what it takes? 

First for Fostering is a non-profit making organisation working 
closely with all local authorities. 

We recruit people who show they have potential to provide 
children/young people with strong sensitive nurturing chre. 

As part of our commitment to all foster carers we offer ongoing 
training and are on hand 365 days a year to give you all the 
professional support you need. 

Children need foster homes for all sorts of reasons, could you 
care for a child or teenager who needs a loving home 9 



01296 

425675 
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* You Over With 0lfrto 

MEADHAMs 


Garden Machinery Sales & Service 


MINSTER LOVELL 
Tel: 01993 778900 
68a Brize Norton road 
Minster Lovell, Oxon 



OPTIMUM HEALTH 

COACHING FOR PERSONAL SUCCESS 

A telephone service offering support, advice and 
mentoring for people who want more from their lives 
or who want to achieve their highest potential. 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED RELATIONSHIP 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

For people who fact challenges in their relationships 
and want to explore these. 

EXPERIENCED ALCOHOL COUNSELLOR 
For people who are worried about the amount 
they’re drinking or are concerned about someone 
else’s drinking. 

ALOE VERA AND BEEHIVE PRODUCT 
SPECIALIST 

For people who want 100% pure stabilised Aloe 
Vera of the highest quality. 

INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR FOR FOREVER 
LIVING PRODUCTS. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION TELEPHONE 

01753 577886 or 0410 404623 


Coxwell Hall & Mews 
Nursing Home 

Faringdon 

We are looking for new staff to join our 
friendly dedicated team and have a 
variety of posts available. You should 
have good communication skills, great 
personality and a strong desire to provide 
top quality care to the residents in our 
home. 

STAFF REQUIRED 

CARE ASSISTANTS 

full/part time 

2nd cook 

20 hours per week, 
including alternate weekends . 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT SHERRIE ON 

01367 242985 



HILE 'U' WHIT ... 





IF YOCTHAVE RECEIVED 

£ a wages cheque £ a council cheque 
£ a DSS cheque £ a tax rebate 
£ any other cheque from a recognised company 
THEN WE CAN CASH IT WHILE YOU WAIT! 

This includes cheques crossed 

“Account Payee Only” and/or “Not Negotiable" 

TOO LONG TILL PAY DAY? 

We can also cash your personal cheques supported by a 
guarantee card and NOT bank them for up to four weeks. 
We will purchase your jewellery, TVs, VCRs and other 
electricals and most other household items of value. 


We provide a range of high quality 
new and nearly new goods for sale 
at bargain prices with warranty 


We operate a modern service 
providing loans of £10 upwards 
against most items of value 


v 


VARIABLE RATES APPLY. PROOF OF IDENTITY WILL b£ NECESSARY. 

112 LONDON ROAD, HEADINCTON, OXFORD 

TEL: 01865 744401 

9.30 - 5.30 MON. • SAT 

IS TRADE EXCHANGE I 


CCJ's/ 

DEFAULTS 

We can help you Non 
status, Mortgages 
and Loans 
Residential and 
Commercial 
Cars, Vans, Mini- 
Buses 

Tel: 01923 234500 

24 hrs 7 days 


Absolutely anything 
considered non runners, 
crashed, bashed, good or 
mint 50cc to 1500cc 
INSTANT CASH • 
INSTANT COLLECTION 
ANYWHERE 
Try me now for instant cash 
Freephone 0800 9567285 
or 266629 

Any moped, scooter, motorcycle 
considered instant decision 
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Advertising 



PAINTING HOLIDAYS 

IN RURAL FRANCE 

Peaceful charm and tranquillity of 
beautiful medieval village. 
Wonderful setting for a relaxing 
holiday. lf>th Century residence with 
heated pool. Full board. 

Also two 4-bedroom houses to let. 
Each sleeps X+ 

Tel: 01371 831 666 


%\)t urn *® rap'n 

Reading Road, 
UPTON 

* Home Cooked Food 
•k Families Welcome, Traditional Beers 
★ We can cater for large parties upto 18 people 
★ Accommodation 

Tel: 01235 850723 


10NDAY 17th> 
THURSDAY 20th 
& TUESDAY 25th - 
FRIDAY 28th APRIL, 

[ COACWNQ ANPLOTS OF FU N.AVAI LA9L E1 


VIMMING LESSONS, CANOEING, WET I 
WJ|PKY, SPORTY FUN CLUB, TOTS BOUNfi 
CYCLING PROFICIENCY, 

PLUS LOTS MORE 

for Further information telephone 

IIGTON ON 01865 376368 f 






L&9* 8 e,ANT in 8 miniatu,e 

(c ‘ Wonderland 

OPEN 19th Feb - 29th Oct 

BEK 0 NSC 0 T MODEL Mu||f! £4 50 

Village child £2.50 


Warwick Road, Bcaconsfield 
Bucks HP9 2PL 
Telephone: 01494 672919 
Fax: OI494 675284 
Web Site: www.hekonscol.org.uk 


Family ticket £12 
Children's parties 
catered for 


Making A 
Difference 


- Bible 

Commentaries 
in vernacular 
j languages for 
pastors in 
East Africa 


African Pastor's Fellowship 


(Reg Charity 282756) 

2 Bmley Avenue, Binley, Coventry CV3 2EE Tel: (024) 7644 8068 



Ye Olde 
Dog & Badger 

14th Century Public House and Restaurant 

Traditional Bar Food 
Snacks and A la Carte Menu 

Under the Personal Management of 
Harry Paul and Annie Read 
Henley Road, Medmcnham, Nr Marlow, Bucks SL7 2HE 

Tel: 01491 571362 

Pub Opening Times 
1 1 am - 1 1 pm Monday to Saturday 
12pm - 10.30pm Sunday 

Traditional Bar Food and A la Carte Menu served: 

Monday to Saturday 6.30pm - U.3()pm 
Sunday 6.30pm - 9.00pm 
Lunchtimes: from 12pm-2.30pm 
Traditional Sunday Roast 12pm - 3pm 
A range of light bar snacks served throughout the day 

Our* Restaurant is available for reservations and 
PRIVATE PARTIES, SEATING UPTO 32 PEOPLE 

Book early to avoid disappointment 

Tel: 01491 571362 


3 PART-TIME 

MAIN AGENTS REQUIRED 

Need extra cash regularly? 

Why not supervise our local agents delivering magazines 
locally to our existing members supporting Marie Curie 
Nurses, National Asthma and Premature Baby Units 
If you have some spare time, earn extra cash while doing a worthwhile job. 
For more details , call Keith on 

01684 297924 



_ 30th June-2nd July 2000 
at NIA, Birmingham, UK 
Bringing up to full flame 2 Tim 1:6 

Speakers Include: 

Reinhard Bonnke 
Steve Hill 

Ray Macauley, plus others 



Reinhard 
Bonnke 

"At Fire 

Conference 2000. 
the Holy Spirit wil 
prepare us for the great task of Evangelism 
and Mission in the 3rd Millennium ’ 


Fire 


For Information/Registration 

Highway House, 250 Coombs Road. 
Halesowen. West Midlands B62 8AA 
Tel: 0121 602 2000 Fax: 0121 602 7003 
email: infoOcfan.org.uk 


I 


CJaN www.cfan.org 0121 602 2000 
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BOOK EAftLY FOR EASTER 

Bars & Banqueting Hall. Traditional English Fayre. 
Beer from the Cask. 

Lunches and Dinners. Country Wines. 
Business Meetings/ Lunches and Dinner 
Weddings. Conferences. 

Full Restaurant facilities. 

You can even smoke a Clay Pipe. 
FERNHAM, Nr Faringdon, Oxfordshire 
1 7th Century Inn in the Vale of the White Horse 

01367 820643 

The Traditional English Inn 


2 000 

Education in the Community 

Banbury in Bloom is not just about flowers - it’s about 
educating the local community on important 
environmental issues. 

Banbury Community Garden & Nursery in People’s Park 
aims to give schools the right type of outdoor facilities 
where they can educate their children on aspects of 
horticulture and conservation. 

It includes a wildlife garden and pond - formal garden 
with excellent wheelchair access - Willow sculptures and 
available plots of land which local people can use to 
grow flowers or vegetables. 

If you are interested in learning about the environment or 
just want the opportunity to relax in pleasant 
surroundings - come along and see what Banbury In 
Bloom is doing for your community. 

If you wish to become actively involved in Banbury In 
Bloom 2000 contact 
Tony Magean on 

01295 252535 


or visit our Website 




Website designed and developed by students at North Oxford Technical College 





HARLEM 
GOSPEL CHOIR 

Sun 16 Apr 8pm 

A world famous choir with 20 of Harlems 
most outstanding gospel singers and musicians 

Tickets £10.50 & £12.50 

THE RAT PACK 

Wed 19 * Thurs 20 Apr 7.30pm 

Frank, Sammy and Dean in concert! 

The music and magic of the worlds 
greatest entertainers 
Tickets £1 6.50 & £18.50 

THE SOWETO STRING 

QUARTET 

Fri 19 May 7.30pm 

“ The sound of the new South Africa” 
Tickets £12.50 & £14.50 

IS 


960 6060 # Reading 




■ New Goat's Mountain 

■ Amazing Rare Birds * Owls, Flamingos, Parrots, 
Peacocks, Pheasants & More 

■ Massive Adventure Playground 

■ Beautiful Picnic Areas 

■ Super New Pets Corner 

■ Two Huge Splash Pools for Kids 

■ Excellent Cafeteria 

■ Living Willow “ Mole’s Maze " 

■ Summer River Boat Cruises 

■ Farm Animals & Ponies 

■ Model Boat & Ship Exhibition 

■ Two Gift Shops 

■ Gardens, Trails and Walks 

■ Statues, Ponds St Fountains 

■ Day ticket River St Lake Fishing 

■ Miniature ' Children s ’ Golf 

Beale Park has masses to do for all ages, especially younger children! 
Come and enjoy a traditional day out at this unique Thameside Park. We are 
dedicated to the conservation of rare birds and this remarkable site; help us 
just by visiting! There’s an Education Officer on site too! 

2000 PRICES: Adults £3.00 Children £2.00 (under 3s are FREE), and there are many 
concessions (Unemployed, student, family etc.) Incl. excellent party rates. 


Beale Park, Lower Basildon, Reading, Berks RG8 9NH 
0118 984 5172 (Fax: 0118 984 5171) 


Signposted from Jn 12 of the M4 (Theale), Beale Park is beside the Thames on the A329 just 
outside Pangbourne, towards Goring & Streatley. 

Beale Park . . . “The Freedom of the Countryside” 

The Child Beale is a registered charity 



for sui ’p 

faster u 


SUPPORTING 



the ryj 

Lifeboats 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

Hyde End, Great Missenden, Bucks 

Signposted to B485 

22nd, 23rd & 24th April 2000 10am to 5pm Daily 

JT Qreat (F amity (Day Out 

Enjoy the many demonstrations by top professionals; purchase direct 
j from the makers. Have goods made to older. The scope of Exhibitors 
f include ladies/gents clothing , leatherwork , saddler, weaving, rocking 
hoise cawing, furniture, slate carving, gkiss engraving and cutting, 
quality ceramics, wood crafts, ivildlife carvings, jewellers, games artists, 
toys, childrens clothing, enamellers and many more wonderful crafts to 
suit all ages, tastes and packets. Try your hand at pot throwing. 

free Prize (Draw 

free Treasure Trail for the Children 

Admission Adults £3.50 Concessions £2.50 
Children 5-15 yrs £1.00 

• Facilities for the Disabled • Refreshments • Free Parking • 
Supporting R.N.L.I., 176 years of saving lives at sea 
Sponsoring Young Artists Competition 
For Further Information Phone 0i634 849 778 
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JTime of .your life 


What shall we tell the 
children about Easter? 

by Jenny Hyson, Children's Adviser 


‘What shall we tell the chil- 
dren about Easter?’ is an 
interesting question, for in a 
way the Easter story only 
makes sense in the light of all 
that has gone before. But can 
we talk to the children about 
death? Can we tell them the 
story of how Jesus was cruel- 
ly and painfully killed? Can 
we talk about how his friends 
ran away and left him 
because they were afraid? 

I believe children need to be 
told the whole story. It’s a 
story that begins with the 
events on Maundy Thursday 
when Jesus shared his last 
meal with his disciples. Jesus 
said, Do this to remember 
me. It is here that we have the 
foundation of our eucharistic 
worship, where week by 
week in our churches we re- 
tell the story and children are 
often there to witness the 
remembering. 

Children are no longer 
strangers even to violent 


death. After all, the television 
and newspapers are full of it. 
Through the crucifixion story 
children can helped to think 
about their own losses, their 
own betrayals and more 
importantly to hear Jesus’ 
story. 

If we want our children to 
enter into the joy of Easter 
then we need to tell them the 
events that went before, oth- 
erwise we are only giving 
them the end of the story, 
albeit a ‘happy ending’. This 
along with the chocolate 
Easter eggs, will do little to 
help them understand the 
truth about Jesus. 

Here (right) is a shortened 
version of some ideas for a 
Good Friday workshop. The 
complete version plus Good 
Friday worship can be found 
in my children’s Lent pack 
Hear the Story ; Pass it On. 
(order from 01865 208255). 
Also in the pack is an outline 
for an Easter Sunday service. 


Good Friday Pilgrimage 

Ideas for a Good Friday workshop 
using all the senses 


The groups move 
from one activity to 
the next to experi- 
ence different parts of 
the story 

Group 1 Touch 
Jesus washes the dis- 
ciples’ feet John 
13:1-17 
Adults wash the children’s 
feet (or vice versa) while the 
story is being told. Remind 
the children how Peter felt 
embarrassed when Jesus 
wanted to wash his feet! 

Group 2 Taste 

The Lord’s Supper Luke 

22:32-47 

Act our the Last Supper, pass- 
ing round the bread and wine 
for all to share. 

Group 3 Seeing 
Jesus’ arrest and trial 
Mark 14:32-50; 15:1-20 
Video clip from jesus of 
Nazareth or similar. 



Group 4 Hearing 
Words from the cross 
Luke 23:32-47 
Pre-record the various 
conversations that 
took place on the 
cross between Jesus 
and the criminals, 
Jesus and the crowd, 
Jesus’ last words, the 
centurion’s words about 
Jesus. Invite the group to 
close their eyes and listen to 
the tape. 

Group 5 Smell 

The women prepare spices to 

anoint Jesus’ body 

Luke 23:50-56 

Light a scented candle or pass 
round scented ointment as the 
story is told. 

Additional ideas: 

Easter gardens 
Stained glass windows 
Resurrection buns 
Taize chant for the closing 
worship. 


Taizg 2000 19-28 August 

for young adults aged 16 - 25 

Led by Bishop Dominic and Andrew Gear 

• Meet young people from all over the world 

• Share questions and hopes 

• Experience the unique Taize worship 


To find out more about Taiz6 2000 

• Contact Andrew Gear (Church House) 01865 208253 
e-mail: youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org 

• Come to a taster evening on 6 May in the Reading area 
Details from Richard Hancock (Didcot) 01235 819949 
e-mail: RevdHancock@didcotstpeters.freeserve.co.uk 

• Visit the Taize web site: www.taize.fr 
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Cartoon by Daniel Collins 


Hot cross buns 

Cookery writer Anne Way looks at the origins 
of hot cross buns and gives us a 
traditional recipe 


The making of buns with 
crosses on is much older 
than the time of Christ. In 
pagan times buns were made 
in the shape of the full moon 
and the crosses signified the 
four quarters. Two buns 
were found in the remains of 
Roman Herculaneum which 
was buried under mud and 
lava when the volcano 
Vesuvius erupted in AD 79. 
The custom of spicy buns 
with crosses on was brought 
to Britain by 
the Romans 
and bakers 
have been 
making 
them ever 
since. A very 
old rhyme 
used as a 
street cry by 

vendors is still remembered: 
‘One a penny, two a penny, 
hot cross buns; if you have 
no daughters, give them to 
your sons.’ 



In old folklore these buns 
were thought to have special 
powers. The farmers placed 
them in their granaries to 
keep them free from weevils 
and vermin, as they were 
said never to go mouldy. 

It is recorded that Thomas 
Rocliff made some small 
spiced buns to be distributed 
among the poor people who 
visited the monastery at St 
Alban’s on Good Friday in 
1361. The idea was so popu- 
lar that he 
repeated it 
every year. 
He kept his 
recipe secret, 
but he did 
record it in 
Latin, and 
the transla- 
tion describes 
them as small sweet cakes 
with the sign of the cross ‘to 
remind people of the cruci- 
fixion’. 


Simple recipe for hot cross buns 


Oven at 425 F, or reg 7, or 
220 C conventional oven, or 
200 C fan oven. 

You will need 

480 gm/1 lb strong flour 
25 gm/ 1 oz fresh yeast 
125 ml/ 1/4 pint milk 
125 ml/ 1/4 pint water - less 
four tablespoons 
1 level teasp salt 
1/2 level teaspoon mixed 
spice 

1/2 level teaspoon powdered 
cinnamon 

1/2 level teaspoon powdered 
nutmeg 

50 gm/ 2 oz caster sugar 
50 gm/ 2 oz butter or mar- 
garine 

1 egg beaten 

100 gm/ 4oz currants 

50 gm/ 1-2 oz mixed peel 

For glaze: 4 tablespoons 
milk and water and 2 table- 
spoons caster sugar 

For pastry crosses: 25 gm/ 

1 oz flour and 12 gm/1/2 oz 
fat, made into paste 

A helpful hint for cooking: 
place a small pan of water 
near the base of the oven as 
the steam improves the bak- 
ing process. 


Method 

Place 4 tablespoons of flour 
into a mixing bowl, add 
yeast, creamed with a little 
warm liquid, add most of the 
warmed milk and water, mix 
well and set aside in a warm 
place for about 20 minutes 
until frothy. 

Sift together the remaining 
flour, salt, spices, then add 
the sugar and rub in the fat. 
Beat the egg and add it to the 
yeast mixture when it is 
frothy and add it to the flour 
mixture with extra liquid if 
required to make a soft pli- 
able, but not sticky, dough. 
Knead on a floured surface 
until smooth. Cover and 
leave in a warm place to 
double in bulk. 

Turn out dough, punch it to 
knock it back, and knead 
slightly. Shape into 16-18 
buns and leave to rise slight- 
ly. When ready for the oven, 
glaze with a little beaten egg 
and place pastry crosses on 
top. 

Immediately they are out of 
the oven, glaze the tops with 
the milk and sugar mixture. 


Happy Easter eating! 



GENESIS CARS 1 

(Executive Car Travel ) 

“We’re fare and we care" 

• Reliable clean cars • Any distance travelled 
Company contracts welcome • Very competitive rates 
•OAPs very welcome 


GENESIS CARS 

(Executive Car Travel) 
“We’re fare and we care” 

* Reliable clean cars * Any distance travelled 
* Company contracts welcome * Wry competitive rates * OAPs very welcome 

Tel: Bicester 600800 
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ACHES $ PAINS? * 

Discover the secret of N0F10W HEALTHCARE 

M 



BIOFLOW - Featured by national press, radio TV 

sed and recommended by numerous 
doctors physiotherapists, 
chiropractors & veterinarians 


FOR DETAILS FREEPHONE 

0800 0748 708 


All products come with a 90 day refund policy. 

Bioflow is a registered Trade Mark & the property of Ecoflow Ltd. 


Teaching English at Home 

A well established operator of educational 
tours is looking for qualified TEFL teachers 
to teach and provide Host Family 
accommodation to our Japanese visitors. 
Stays are from 1 -4 weeks throughout the 
year. Good accommodation is essential. 
Write to England Travel and Learning, 
Gordon House, First Floor, 

276 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7ED 
E-Mail: etal@etaluk.demon.co.uk 


CHARITY SELLING 

FULL OR PART TIME, SOME 
SATURDAY WORKING. 

NEED CAR AND PHONE, WELL PAID. 

Phone Garry Campbell 01491 638938 


STANTON house 

(Christian Retreat Centre) 

Oxford 

We provide day-time facilities for individuals and 
groups of up to 20 to set time aside to be with 
God- to pray and plan. Small prayer room and 
large lounge available. Pleasant walks in 
grounds and nearby village. Optional breaks 
and lunch provided. (£10 per person all 
inclusive) 

For details ring 01865 358807 
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‘Tough love’: Monica Furlong 
on the Church of England 


Anyone who read the two 
extracts from this book in 
The Times might be forgiven 
for thinking that this was yet 
another book whose pur- 
pose is to denigrate the 
Church of England, and to 
pour scorn on the current 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
However, a reading- of the 
whole of this carefully and 
lovingly researched book 
reveals a different purpose, 
and a wider canvas. 

‘I wrote this book out of a 
wish to make my own sense 
of the Church I belong to.’ It 
is a purpose leading to a 
quest that many will warm 
to, and Monica Furlong 
with her long experience of 
life in the Church and the 
wide range of her visits and 
conversations, gives us a 
wonderful (if complex) 
array of material to add to 
our own experience, and 
guides us to make our own 
mind up about ‘the state it’s in’. 
The first 11 chapters offer a 
concise, readable yet schol- 
arly account of our history, 
from the Reformations (yes, 
plural) of the sixteenth cen- 


C OF E 

THE STATE IT’S IN: 
MONICA FURLONG 

HODDER £18.99 


tury to the eve of our present 
day. She probes our roots to 
contribute to the search for 
identity, and so reveals much 
about our present that 
would otherwise be puzzling. 
The second section about 
our present is affectionately 
critical, from the mischie- 
vous photograph of Arch- 
bishop Fisher and Cardinal 
Heenan to the more sus- 
tained critique of new man- 
agement systems and the 
evangelical approach to 
God, life and mission within 
the Church of England. 
Going for ‘low hanging 
fruit’ (my management- 
speak, not hers) doesn’t 
address the fundamental 
question of the enormous 
culture gap between where 
many traditional Christians 
and parishes are, ancF where 
the rest of western society 


finds meaning. This leads 
Furlong to a (short) vision of 
what might be the future. 
Change is taking place - and 
needs to take place - rather 
like a mutation, where radi- 
cal forms and qualities of a 
given reality emerge. There 
is both continuity and dis- 
junction, but what emerges 
is a new species - if it is 
allowed to ! 

Monica Furlong is not one 
who sees doom and disaster 
all around. She was often 
delighted by the life and 
vigour of the Church in the 
parishes she visited; but in 
our present state she sees the 
need for us to recognise, and 
not deny, the reality of the 
place of the Church in our 
society and, starting from 
the local, with a more accu- 
rate and caring response to 
people’s real needs, to find 
our way forward to the 
change that God is prepar- 
ing for us. This is a book to 
help us; a book which offers 
‘tough love’. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Kellogg College, Oxford University 




The Easter Tree 


Veronica Heley’s The 
Easter Tree (BRF £3.99) 
goes through the Easter 
story in 28 simple stages, 
which could be used each 
day leading up to Easter. 
For each there is a picture 
which could be coloured, a 
Bible verse, brief prayer, 
and a symbol to be discov- 
ered (bag of coins, pair of 
dice, crown of thorns, key) 
and coloured in on the 
Easter tree in the centre 
pages. Children are 
encouraged to imagine 
that they were there: on 
each page there is a mod- 
ern child in trainers. It is 
aimed at children aged 7 - 
10, but younger children 
would also appreciate it. 


Lay ministry in the country 


Picture of Christian hope 


This parish workbook con- 
tains well-researched evi- 
dence and clear analysis. The 
authors suggest that there is 
often a mismatch between 
the Church’s desire to devel- 
op lay ministry and the will- 
ingness of people to accept 
it. They encourage parishes 
to look carefully at how the 
laity function in ministry. 

It will be most useful for 
parishes which are at the 
beginning of their thinking 
about lay ministry. But you 
will need to make sure you 
have read some of the ‘foun- 
dational’ books (e.g. J Tiller, 
A Strategy for Rural 
Ministry , A Bowden’s Min- 
istry in the Countryside , 
Anthony Russell’s trilogy): 
the ‘reflections’ in the book 
don’t quite take us back to 
these important fundamen- 


tals. The book’s ‘talking 
points’ will help you move 
from reflection to action, but 
if this is to be successful you 
will need a group leader/ 
facilitator who can move 
you into action planning. If 
you are already down the 
line of collaborative ministry 
this book might disappoint, 
unless you come to it with a 
view to revisiting some 
basics to reassess what you 
are doing. If so, this work- 
book will be an excellent 
tool to help you. 

Glyn Evans 

Diocesan Rural Officer 

RURAL MINISTRY: 
LESLIE FRANCIS 
& OTHERS 

ACORA £10 INC 
POSTAGE 


Everyone is touched sooner 
or later by the awesome 
question of what happens 
after we die. Canon Tom 
Wright responds to this 
human situation by showing 
that the Bible contains a 
much fuller treatment of the 
issue than we sometimes realise. 
He points out that the New 
Testament has very little to 
say about ‘going to heaven 
when you die’. When Jesus 
promised the dying thief that 
he would be with him in par- 
adise, he was using the nor- 
mal Jewish term for the 
place of rest before resurrec- 
tion. Beyond paradise stands 
the assurance of a renewal of 
our bodily life in the context 
of a renewed, integrated 
heaven and earth, in which 
God comes to dwell. 

We live in a period which 


seems increasingly religious 
but decreasingly Christian. 
The 24 pages of this clear 
and stimulating booklet 
open up a distinctive biblical 
theology of heaven, immor- 
tality and resurrection, which 
has the immediate effect of 
helping to strengthen and 
articulate the hope that is 
within us. Not only that, but 
it encourages and enthuses 
me to get involved in that 
process of making all things 
new which the coming of 
Christ has already ushered in. 

Celia Mowat 

Oxford 


NEW HEAVENS AND 
NEW EARTH: NT WRIGHT 

GROVE BOOKLET £2.25 



Eucharist and mission 
in a post-modem world 


Since the second world war 
mainstream parish worship 
has become much more 
eucharistic. In the average 
parish the eucharist has 
replaced matins as the main 
Sunday service. This said, 
the eucharist remains alien 
to most people. Pete Ward 
and the other contributors 
write about the relationship 
between the eucharist and 
post-modern culture and 
give suggestions on how the 
Church’s use of the eucharist 
could or should change in 
this ever-changing world. 
The contributors come from 
a variety of theological and 
liturgical traditions, cath- 
olic, evangelical and charis- 
matic, and they are all 
upfront about their back- 
grounds and prejudices. 
Stephen Cottrell picks out 
the key words ‘parable’ and 
‘encounter’ in his descrip- 
tion of the eucharist as a 
dramatic and living celebra- 
tion. It is parable because 
Jesus’ parables are often dif- 
ficult to understand but are 
still powerful. It is encounter 
because in the sacrament we 
encounter the living Christ. 
The theme of drama is car- 
ried on by Jonny Baker and 
Mike Riddell, both expo- 
nents of ‘alternative wor- 
ship’. Dave Roberts exp- 
lains the differing eucharistic 
traditions within charismat- 
ic and pentecostal Churches 
and Sam Richards of Oxford 
Youth Works pleads for a 
greater sense of history in a 
‘now’ culture. 


For those who wonder what 
‘post-modernism’ actually is 
this book is worth buying 
for the contribution by 
Graham Cray. Cray sums up 
the post-modern world view 
as ‘one-dimensional’, with 
no roots in the past and no 
particular hopes for the 
future. The gospel, on the 
other hand, is ‘three-dimen- 
sional’ and the eucharist 
echoes this, being a remem- 
brance of Christ in the past 
and a looking forward to 
Christ in the future. The 
eucharist can and should 
have a central place in the 
life of the modern Church. 
All the contributors, thank- 
fully, see the eucharist as 
much more than the reading 
of the minutes of the last 
supper. It is a sacrament 
where the grace of God is 
poured out on his people; it 
is far from being an anach- 
ronistic and exclusive rite. 
Whilst the way in which the 
eucharist is celebrated can 
be reviewed by the Church 
the eucharist has great 
potential as the Church 
seeks to connect in new (and 
ancient) ways with our 
post-modern culture. 

Will Adam 

Witney Team; Oxford 
Archdeaconry Ecumenical Officer 
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For all who love gardens 


Maureen Davis is a lover of 
nature and sees in every part 
of life a reflection of the 
hand of God, creating beau- 
ty for our senses to enjoy. 
She draws parables from 
things most of us take for 
granted (a rosebud, a piece 
of driftwood), and ‘opens 
the eyes of our hearts’ to see 
a new meaning in each. This 
is just the book to enjoy in 
small portions over a solitary 
breakfast, taking in enough 


to provide a joyful impres- 
sion of God’s love for the 
new day, but leaving more to 
dip into tomorrow. It is 
refreshing and speaks to the 
soul. She has created ‘a trea- 
sury of images for all who love 
gardens and the countryside’. 

Helen Nunn 

Garden designer, Oxford 


REFLECTIONS OF LIFE: MAUREEN 
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LOANS AT 
EXTREMELY 
LOW INTEREST 
RATES!!! 


• Any purpose 

• Self employed with / 
without accs 

• Non status, up to 8 CCJ’s, 
mortgage arrears no 
problem 

• Written quotations 


Apply now on the phone: 

01202300752 

Brokers Agent OH 01954 52976 Est 1972 
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EARN EXTRA 
MONEY IN 
SPARE TIME 

Famous Home 
Shopping Company 
Requires help in all 
areas 

£50-£500 per week 
t Part-time 
Flexi hours 

Call Alison 
01993 840057 


PROBLEM DEBTS 

• Credit Cards 

• Trade Creditors 
• Disputed Invoices 

• Claims, etc. 

We can help. We are professional negotiators of 

PRIVATE DEBTS, SOLE TRADERS, 
PARTNERSHIPS, LIMITED COMPANIES 

Have a new start. No loans required. 

Tel Ayce Arbitration Services Ltd 
01344 891220 

Do not leave it too late. No Result, No Fee 

Licensed by The Office of Fair Trading 473021 
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Is 'Healing' on your Easter Agenda? CHEQUE POINT CHARLIES 



Canon Paul Thomas asks you to consider 
the Parish's giving to St Luke’s this Easter. 

S t Llkf.’s Hospital for t he Clergy 
is the laity's gift to its clergy. Founded 
in 1893, die Hospital exist to provide 
free treatment to active and retired Church 
of England clergy and their dependants, as 
well as Ordinands, members of Anglican 
religious orders, Church Army officers, 
overseas missionaries, and priests from Anglican Churches 
abroad. We cannot treat every condition here, but wc can 
help in other ways. Our object is to treat our patients at 
times convenient to them (and their congregations} and 
get them back to their parishes as soon as we can. 

St Luke’s is a small acute hospital, with a very warm 
family atmosphere, and a very well-equipped operating 
theatre. And, iri a moving example of Christian giving, 150 
of the country’s top Consultants give their services to 
St Luke’s in their free time and entirely without charge. 
Please help - or come and see us 
Inevitably there is always a need for money, for the 
Hospital costs £4,500 a day to run, and we rely entirely on 
voluntary contributions. Please help if you can, with an 
Easier gift or a fund-raising event. And if you would like 
someone to come and share your worship and talk to you 
about St Luke’s, or if a parly from your parish would like 
to visit the Hospital, do please get in touch! 

The Rev. Canon Paul Thomas. 
General Secretary at <1 
Hospital Adrrunurracor 



The One Stop Finance Shop 


424 BATH RD, CIPPENHAM, SLOUGH 


Cheque Cashing 

Don’t have a 
^ Bank Account 

— - Don’t want to use 
Mgra your Bank 

Accouni 
We will cash your 
^8 cheques while 

- , you wait! 



Call in for details 


Tel: 01628-604807 
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‘People with AIDS’ need 
people like Abigail Ngoako 

Mieke Gaynor writes about our Link Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman, South Africa where 20% of the population are HIV positive 


During my visit last December 
to our link Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, I 
spent several days in our link 
Parish, St James’ in 
Galeshewe, as a guest of the 
parish priest Father Ben 
Ngoako and his wife Abigail 
(pictured below). Galeshewe 
is a black township on the 
r northern edge of Kimberley. 

Aids spreading 

One of the problems in 
Galeshewe, as in the rest of 
South Africa, is the increas- 
ing number of People With 
AIDS (PWA). Recent statis- 
tics showed that about 20% 
of the population are HIV 
positive and the number is 
rising. Disability, whether 
mental or physical, is often 
seen as an evil spirit and 
'families will turn a person 
out, leaving the affected per- 
son homeless often with no 
means to support them- 



selves. This is one of the 
main reasons for PWA not 
to disclose their illness. 
National and local govern- 
ment have active AIDS edu- 
cation, information and 
awareness programmes but 
this is at present having little 
impact on townships like 
Galeshewe. 

Abigail Ngoako not only 
perceived a great need for a 
local support centre for PWA 
but also felt this to be her 
ministry to the community. 
She trained as an AIDS 
counsellor and has now set 
up an AIDS support centre 
in the church building and 
her work entails the follow- 
ing: 

giving AIDS health educa- 
tion/advice 
counselling 

making home visits and 
giving support and basic 
nursing aid where necessary 
liaising with the medical cen- 
tre which refers PWA to her. 

Isolation 

A couple of days spent with 
Abigail visiting PWA in their 
homes convinced me of the 
importance of her work. 
Listening to some of the sto- 
ries, sensing the fear not only 
of the illness but of isolation, 
realising that people have no 
money to eat the right food - 
indeed to pay for the next 
meal - made me realise how 
important Abigail’s work is. 
As news of the Centre 
spreads in the township 
demand for help will 
increase. At this stage offi- 
cial funding is not available 
but hopefully this will hap- 
pen as Abigail’s work 
becomes more established. 

Mieke Gaynor is a member of 
All Saints', Marlow and 
involved in furthering the link 
between All Saints, and St 
James' in Galeshewe. 



Christine Zwart discovers 


‘Satan trembles, when he 
sees The weakest saint upon 
his knees’ wrote William 
Cowper. Solomon sank to his 
knees to praise the God who 
had made possible the build- 
ing of the temple. Ezra tore 
his clothes and fell on his 
knees to repent and Daniel 
got on his knees three times a 
day to give thanks. Jesus him- 
self is often pictured on his 
knees in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. The story of 
kneeling is as old as prayer 
itself. 

In fact the preferred position 
for prayer in the early Church 
would have been standing, 
possibly with arms out- 
stretched. However; there was 
probably a class of penitents 
known as ‘genuflectentes’ 
who were allowed in for only 
part of the liturgy and had to 
kneel throughout. 

As the liturgy developed peo- 
ple began to kneel for a time 
of silent prayer between the 
Gloria and the Collect. By the 
12th century congregations 
continued to kneel for the 
Collect and other prayers and 
so it remained until the 
Reformation. 

The Holy Communion ser- 
vice in the Book of Common 
Prayer suggests that people 
should kneel for the opening 
Lord’s Prayer. Standing is only 
mentioned for the Gospel. So 
at BCP Communion some 
people kneel throughout, 
apart from the Gospel. 

One of the quaintest refer- 
ences to kneeling is the ‘Black 
Rubric’ inserted into the 1552 
Prayer Book to safeguard 
against the idea that kneeling 
before the bread and wine 
indicated a belief in transub- 
stantiation. Instead kneeling 
down was to be a sign of the 
humility of the communicant. 

Today few Christians go to 



Meekly kneeling 
upon your knees 



why so many churches are turning to the gentle art of embroidering hassocks 


the extremes of the pilgrims of 
old. In St Margaret’s Church, 
Binsey, once a pilgrimage cen- 
tre, the paving stones still bear 
the indentations of those who 
completed the journey on 
their knees. But the fact 
remains that in both the 
‘Prayer Book’ and the ASB 
Rite B communicants are 
invited to make their confes- 
sion ‘meekly kneeling upon 
your knees.’ 

In fact kneeling is such a 


fundamental part of church 
life that it is not surprising 
that so many churches 
embark upon kneeler pro- 
jects. Winslow’s historic 
Church of St Laurence must 
have one of the largest collec- 
tion of hand stitche kneelers 
in the Diocese (All pictures 
except the bottom one.) For 


15 years over 70 people have 
worked to produce a stunning 
collection of 180 kneelers 
which one visitor described as 
‘like entering a picture 
gallery’. Each one is unique 
but has been carefully 
designed to harmonise with 
the others. Subjects range 
from Old Testament stories 
and badges of local organisa- 
tions to animals, birds and 
even a racing car The kneeler 
group was formed in 1984 


and those interested in taking 
part were given a course of 
lessons by an expert. In 1991 
a landmark was passed with 
the completion of the 100th 
kneeler. Two wedding kneel- 
ers were added to the collec- 
tion and in 1996 work began 
on five altar rail kneelers to 
celebrate the Millennium. 


But smaller projects can be 
just as rewarding. St 
Leonard’s, Little Linford is a 
tiny church with a tiny mem- 
bership but they were deter- 
mined to mark the new cen- 
tury with a set of seven altar 
rail kneelers. To encourage 
the community to join in, the 
kneelers were designed with 
only five stitches to the inch to 
make them easy to work. The 
middle hassock bears a lamp 
to symbolise the Lamp Group 
to which the parish belongs 
and the side ones have a 
Celtic cross and ‘2000’. The 
finished set will be dedicated 
on 3 April at Sung Evensong. 

It takes at least 40 minutes 
to stitch one square inch of 
canvas. In a very practical 
way the church that sews 
together stays together. At St 
James’, Downley, High 
Wycombe this unity is partic- 
ularly significant. They are a 
‘shared church’ and have used 
their kneeler project to cele- 
brate ‘the warm and construc- 
tive way’ that their Anglican 
and Roman Catholic congre- 
gations have worked together 
for 25 years . On 9 January a 
combined service was held to 
celebrate the completion of ‘a 
wall’ of 80 kneelers (bottom 
picture). They were worked 
on by both congregations and 
are a lasting symbol of their 
ecumenical partnership. 

Beautiful hand stitched has- 
socks are works of art and 
records of parish life. They 
also speak of a church which 
is loved and contribute to the 
peace and comfort of all those 
who kneel down to pray. 

You can see Winslow's kneelers at 
their flower festival on 27-29 May. 
Susan Fennell, a chairman of the 
festival, is willing to advise anyone 
wanting to start a kneeler project. 
Contact her on 01296 712464. 
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The Real Absence 

‘He has risen! He is not here’ 

Mark 16:6 

Mark has by far the briefest 
account of the events of 
Easter morning - so brief, 
that most of us have assumed 
his Gospel was prematurely 
terminated or its real ending 
lost. But in fact his truncated 
version of events has a dra- 
matic quality which is all its 
own. His story of Jesus, com- 
pared with the Gospels of 
Matthew, Luke and John is 
sombre and dark, recounting 
in graphic story the way in 
which the cosmic battle 
between good and evil ^was 
fought out in the fields of 
Galilee and the dusty streets 
of Jerusalem. The issue 
seemed in doubt - indeed, 
the Enemy seemed to have 
triumphed - as Jesus, a lone- 
ly, abandoned figure, 
‘breathed his last’. 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


And so it would have been, 
but for this strange, brief epi- 
logue at the tomb on Sunday 
morning. The women who 
had come to anoint the dead 
body were confronted by an 
empty tomb - the heavy 
stone rolled back - and a 
‘young man in white’. His 
message to them was clear 
enough, even if it left them 


Canon David Winter has recently 
retired to Clifton Hampden near 
Abingdon. He is author of many 
books including Forty Days with the 
Messiah (BRF). 
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‘trembling and bewildered’. 
‘You are looking for Jesus 
the Nazarene who was cruci- 
fied he has risen. He is not 
here. See the place where 
they laid him.’ Was ever so 
earth-shattering a message 
delivered in such down to 
earth language? 

‘You will see him,’ the fig- 
ure in white promised; 
though we have to turn to 
the other Gospels to read 
how, when and where that 
happened. For Mark, the 
miracle had already taken 
place. Victory had been 
snatched trom the jaws of 
defeat. And the sign and 
proof for him was not a pres- 
ence, but an absence - a real 
absence that speaks volumes. 
‘He is not here’ - of course 
not! He was in God’s hands 
all along. The illusion of the 
victory of evil dissolved at 
the door of the empty tomb. 
‘He has risen!’ 






